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INTRODUCTION. 



Thanks are due to George Parsons Lathrop and Mrs. Rose Haw- 
tliorne Lathrop for accounts of Mr. Hawthorne's home ; to Miss 
Munroe for her Memoir of the Founder of the Library ; to Mrs. W. 
S. Robinson for her Memoir of <* Warrington ; " to Mr. A. Munroe 
for the history of the Library, and the Water Supply; to Mr. 
S. R. Bartlett for the sketch of Daniel Chester French. 

Full credit also should be given to Rev. G. Reynolds, and to 
F. B. Sanborn, Esq., for quotations from their writings, as well as 
to Shattuek\s History, the Diary of Rev. Wm. Emerson, and the 
Pamphlets of Rev. Dr. Ripley and others. All the verse in the 
volume, with the exception of Mr. Sanborn's Ode in the first chap- 
ter, was written by the author of this Ixjok. I 

The success which this l)ook has met with abroad and at home 
has encouraged its author to write it up to the present time, and to 
give plain directions by which the tourist can easily find his way 
to the various objects of interest which have been. already described 
at length. 

Concord, Mass. 
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THE CONCORD GUIDE BOOK. 



CHAPTER I. 



THE RAILROAD TRIP TO COXCOUD. 



Trains for Concord, Mass., leave the Union Station on 
Causeway street many times during each day, and two or three 
times on Sunday, by way of the Fitchburg, and Boston and 
Maine Railroads* We will go out by the former route, and re- 
turn by the latter, noting rapidly some of the points of interest 
as we pass them. At Charlestown we pass under the shadow 
of Bunker Ilill Monument, which is plainly visible at the right. 
The Massachusetts State Prison and McLean Asylum for the 
insane are also partially in view, and Lechmere Point at East 
Cambridge calls to mind the iu\dm^\\. yv^'^ Q\.^^^2^^^'^^^^^Nfi^ 

9 



I -/.'ii I'l'Aii'A/' dC/n/ /.'('iM'. 

llie landing of the Britisli tioti|is on their ill-fivteil jniimey to 
onr plni'b of clestinniiun. Within a sliuH distaui^u on the left 
is tlie fiiuioiLi |H)«viler-huimu which lu'oused no iiiiich interest in 
the iiiimis uf iiiitiquaii;iiis. The exttiisive hrick-jiirds, the step 
motheni of old Jtoston, soon give plaee to the fruitful gardens 
of Belmont which supply it with fresh vegetables and berries ; 
and from Cambridge Station, Harvard College, the Washington 
elm, and Mt. Auburn can be easily itiiched by a short ride in 
the electric cars. At the right wiis the site of Porter's Tavern, 
the scene of so many convivial suppeis of the students of old 
Harvard. After leaving the fine country seats of Belmont, we | 

soon come to Waverley Station, from which a short walk toward ( 

the right brings us to the Middlesex Fells and Waverley Oaka, 
which are supposed to have been standing when Columbus 
visited America. In a few moments the train i-eaches Wal- 
tham. passing close to one of the earliest cotton-nillls on the 
left of the track, beyond which the extensive works of the 
Waltham watch-f jictory can be seen across Charles lliver with | 

its great flotilla of canoes and pleasure lx>ats. Leaving Wal- ; 

tham. Prospect Hill is seen upon the right; and two miles 
farther on at the left is Norumbega Tower, built by Professor ■ 

Horsford in conimenioration of a visit of the Norsemen. This j 

interesting tower .and ancient ditch are within easy walking I 

distance of Robert's Station ; for further particulars of this > 

famous spot, see the very remarknble pamphlets of the late ) 

Professor Horsford, wliose munificent gifts to Wellesley College, 
and freQuent contributions to the literature of the past, will i 

oiate his name honored alike by scholar an4 aovaTA. 



THE IkA/LKOAP TNir TO COXCOIkD. il 

The romaiitii; Stony Brook Station is the next on the railroad, 
which is near some of the ohlest estates in Miissaohnsetts, and 
a mile farther oii is Kendall (ireen, 1m)i1i lx>rdering on the 
ancient town of Weston. A short <listani;e up the tnick are 
the Hastings Organ Works, wliich give employment to many 
workmen, who manufacture a large qutantity of musical instru- 
ments every year. After passing Lincoln Station, the old 
Codman estate stands near the track on the left. This ancient 
mansion has been the home of many distinguished families, 
and the scene of much old-tinio hospitality ; its high hall and 
beautiful staircase have few equals in America, and it stands 
in one of the great agricultural centres of Massachusetts. Two 
miles from Lincohi Station on the right is Walden Pond, fully 
described in this book, a fine view of which can l>e had from 
the railroad track, and where several trains stop during the 
summer season. The town of Concord is a mile distant. 

Returning from Concord to Boston by the Boston and 
Maine R. R., the station is on Lowell street near the Square, 
from the platform of which station a view of the Minute Man 
and Old Manse can be seen in spring, fall, and winter when 
the leaves are oflf the trees. If it is desirable to extend the 
journey a couple of miles farther into the country, from the 
cara several little glimpses of the beautiful Assabet River can 
be had before they stop at the end of the route opposite the 
Massachusetts Reformatory, which under the charge of Super- 
intendent Scott and his deputy, Mr. Hart, is indeed in every 
respect a model institution. Over ow^ iVvwisaxviL \sv^tw ^ss\^\sks^ 
are subjected to all the inftueucea ioi ^wA ^XivsJtv S5wb xs^r^^sw^ 
system can furnish. 



; Tin- roxcoh-n cfihi iuwk. 

Trades of all sorts are taught by comi>eUiiit iiiBtriiciin's. 
literary cIiiIr^ nrc fiiriiied. a tit^waiiajwr is coiittiictud aiitl piiuted 
witli ^'ifiit ability. KeligiouH Kcrviutss Kiti lii^hl Ici Hiiit Um 
eref<ls uf ull, and on Sunday aFteriumiiH tiiu very Ijust Laleiit 
liut L-aii tje secured fmm far and near entert.iiii tlie first grade 
leii ti) thti beat of their %l»]ity. Tiie iitniatex uru taught Helf- 
^pect, and many leave there well iirejiared to aiNindoii tlie 
rror of tlieir ways and make good citizens. This institution 
..ccupiea a part of the ground uf Gen. Hanks 's camp of ten 
thousimd militia, which did so much by its drill and pi-e|>aratiou 
to save Washington in 1861. 

On leaving Conconl the train crosses Monument street, which 
leatls to the bat lie-tie id. and tlien skirtj^ the (ireat Fields, which 
Thorean used to searcii for an abundant harvest of arrow-heads ; 
and on the left may Ije seen the broad meadows of the river, 
which attracted the red and white settlers to the place, Copan 
and other points which Thoreau loved to visit and write about 
can l>e seen as the train dashes past on the way to Hedfoi-d, and 
a fine view of Ball's Hill and the river, which are fully de- 
scribed in another place. The minut«-men, after their victory 
at the bridge, followed a portion of this route on their way to 
the fight at Meniam's Comer. Many tourists in barges and on 
foot take the great road to Lexington if they wish to follow the 
track of the flying British. The citizens of Lexington have 
marked the most important places wiUi descriptive tiblet^i, 
showing where the enemy tried in vain to make a stand, and 
the tvell at which each one of the combatants fell in single 
combat. II they coatinue on the raWiOAA \o\3.te, a.'Vrea.-ndcv oV "Coa 
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Shady Hill Nui-sery is close to the ti-ack upon tht? left, auil the 
village of Bedford is peitjlied upon a hill a mile farther on. 

At Bedford Station connection is made wiih Hillerica and 
Lowell by a ti-ain which stops at Bedford Springs, about a mile 
distant. Here is an excellent hotel, filled each sununer with a 
refined and quiet com|>any, many of whom piss every summer 
in this quiet and lovely spot ; the proprietor of Bedfoi-d Springs 
has also near by extensive laboratories for the preparation of 
Viburnum, an efficacious panacea for many ills. A few miles 
beyond Bedford, lies the beautiful and historic town of Lexing- 
ton, Many of the chief points of interest arc very near the 
railroad station. Turning to the right, the famous Lexington 
Common is but a few rods distant, at the upi>er end of which a 
handsome tablet bearing an open lK>ok shows the site of the 
famous church, and gives the names of its more famous minis- 
ters ; close to this is the elm-tree planted by Gen. Grant in 
1875, when this famous veteran came to pay his tribute of re- 
spect to the heroes of 1TT5. At the right, another tablet marks 
the place where Capt. Parker and his gallant company of 
eighty men defied the trained forces of King George with all 
England behind tliem. On the opposite side of the Gi^en is 
the monument to the heroes of " that ever glorious day," and a 
few rods farther up the road towards Concord is the burial- 
ground where patriot soldiers sleep in peace by the side of 
many of their gallant townsmen. On the road towards Bedford, 
still stands the house of Rev. Mr. Clark, the patriot preacher 
who entertained Hancock, Adaii\s,«cvdL>i3cv^\3ew\'C^\JS.\^ 
on the night before the Uttte, \V v^\V\\v^ xv^ ^w^^^^"^^"^^-^^ 



• Wkriiari Taveiii is piissL-.l ii]H.n iIil' U-.fl, itiiil lli>^ M,-in.iriaI 
F iiildiujf given by Ura. C*rey\ witli its fine Itiill, lilimry, mid 
coilectidii <if relics. On the sanm side nf l\in street sire ttie 
] [assaciiasetU House, wliiih did duty itt the I'liiladrlpliiji Cen- 
tennial, the Kuasell Huuse, and tlie gnmiti; enutioii Kliowiiig 

le plnCG where Lord Percy held the niiimte-nien in check for a 

lort tiine.. On the opposite side of the Square and street are 
many exceedingly interesting lionses, curefnily marked with in- 
scriptions wliieli do great credit to tlie enterprise of the Anti- 
qiinriaii S(x:iely. 

At Munroe Station, a mile fmin the centre, stands the 
famous Aliinixie Tarerii, whicli with the extensive estates near 
is still occupied by descendjints of the same nimie. 

At Arlington Heights a fine sanitarium crowns tiie hill of 
refuge to many tired invalids who gtilher fresh strengtli and 
courage therefrom. Two jnil^s farther on, is the tt>wii of 
Arlington, the home of the poet Trowbridge, with legendary 
Spy Pond, and historic associations of the scenes of carnage 
nroogJit hy cJro arijfiy liiUish aolJiets us they nstiimciJ fivnn 
their nnsuccessful raid. These phwes are carefully niaiked, so 
the tourist can easily follow the route of the fugitives past 
Prospect and Winter Hills to Charlestown. 

On arrival at the Fitchburg Station, walk a few i-ods up Tho- 
reau street to Main street^ and turn to the right ; the thii-d house 
is the one in which Thoreau died, after living in it for some 
years. This house was the proijerty of Mrs. Pratt, the Meg of 
"Little Women;" and here Mrs. Alcott died, and Mr. Alcottand 
Coui^ Jired during the most successiul Tjavt, oi ^wst tatw.'c. 
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Tlie Library is about one-eighth of a mile below, on the same 

y side of the street. Since the publication of the description, the 

number of volumes has increased to alK>ut twenty-four thousand ; 

cind several new objects of art have been added, especially a fine 

bust of Miss Alcott by Walton llicketson, which has tlie luiquali- 

H fied appi-obation of her relatives and friends. Nearl}' opposite, 

on the other side of the street, is the graveyard, the oldest stone 

in which is that of Thomas Hartshorn, who <lied in 1697, which 

is in plain view from the entrftnce, as is also a stone with a 

•^ qu<aint inscription which stands near the fence at the right. 

Adjoining this is the house, part of whicli is supposed to have 

been used for a block-house in l()7r). The Square is plainly to 

be seen, with the Sohliei-s* Monument in the eenti-e, nearly in 

front of which is a tablet showinir tlie site of the town-house 

which the British attempted to burn in 177r>. At the right of 

the Monument, is the building from which the provincial stores 

j i were taken and destroyed, adjoining which is the Tlioreau House 

H where the ti*avellei^ will always find the l)est of acconunodation, 

g and a cordial welcome from the courteous host, who luis made 

'r 

L the house so attractive that many people from distant cities 

t\ have made it a i)ermanent home. From this house the sidewalk 

y\ on the left of the street leads diiectlv to the Manse and Battle- 

< j 

. ! field, which ai-e half a mile distant. Nearly opposite the Manse, 

n is the house which has the bullet-hole near the door in the L. 

?] The bridije which crosses the river Injtween the two monuments 

has been built within a few yeai-s to take the place of the more 
ornamental stnictuiv whicb wvvs v\e^lYO^'v.A V^ >\\^ vifc* 
On leaving the Battle-t\e\d, kii^v Vv> \\\v> V\V. w'^x ^^fe ^^'^"^^ 



IS Tin co.\xoRi> cr/Dj: hook: 

bridge which coiiiiiiamls a viefl' of the fiinii of Minot Pratt, 
nhich is sitiiaied on the left batik of the rivet' at itti lii'at bend. 
Taking Liiierty strtei. the tirst tuni of tlie load to the left, the 
lirtt liDuse on the riglit is the one whei'e Major ltutti'ii:k livi-d, 
who led the niinuie-ineii to the bridge: and still kei']iing to the 
left, the crest of the hill where tlie niinnt«-uien foinied is marked 
by an inscription on the wall by the ixmdside. 

Turning to the left, at the foot of the hill is the wooden bridge, 
from which the junction of tlie Sudbury and Assabet. marked by 
a tablet on Kgg Kock, is seen a short distjince u[i the river. 
Keeping on np Lowell street, at the second house on the left is 
the bronze talilet which marks the Bite of the house of Rev. Peter 
Bulkley, wliere the pnrehase of the town from the Indians was 
so amicably made, m hieh is hut a few nxis froui the Square and 
Soldieis' Aliinument. On the upper side of the Square stands 
the building mice used as a Court House, >ie:ct to whicli is the 
present toivn-liouse with the historic elm in fi-ont. The street 
at the left of the town-house leads Ut Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, 
fjassiiig along the side of which you enter at the new gateway 
presented by William M. Prichard, l-:sq.. in 1891, and walk a 
short distance to tlie summer-house, in front of which across the 
hollow is the hill, the crest of which is marked by Kidge Path, 
on which the graves of llawthonie, Thoreau, the Alcotts. and 
Emersons are .-iituaterl. Hetiiriiing to the Square, turn ttt the 
left past the Calliiilic Church, next to whicli is the Burying Hill, 
where a plain path leada to the summit and the oldest grave- 
stone in toirn, that of Joaeph Memam. Ijehind which, at the foot 
'^ tAe hiU, is the stime of Joliu JaA, v.\\Q&e nva,\tt \4 \is,\iaa.-3 
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covered with lilies. Returning to the path, keep along the top 
of the hill to the little powder-house, near which are the graves 
of Major Buttrick and his family, and the tonilw of the Kev. 
Messrs. Bliss and Emerson. At the foot of tlie hilU on he 
side toward the village behind the stone house, is the stone 
of Col. Barrett; and most of the other remarkable gmves are 
situated between this and the entrance gate, or nearly on the 
same line. Some of the memorial verses which appear ui>on 
these gmvestones are very interesting, both to the antiquarian 
and the i)oet, as they are quoted from the authors of the time, 
when not original with the meml)ers of the family. One of tlie 
best of these poems is from the pen of Wesley, a brother of 
the preacher, who published a volume about the year 1000. The 
same verees were found in 188'2 on a placard hanging to the 
marble monument of the Princess Sophia, daughter of James I., 
who was buried in Westminster Abbey in 1667. 

Directly opposite the gmveyard are the Wright Tavern and 
the Unitarian Churcli, in front of which stands a new tablet to 
commemorate the meeting of the Continental Congress. The 
sidewalk on the opposite side of the street leads directly to the 
School of Philosophy building, about half a mile in an easterly 
direction, the last meeting in which was the memorial to Mr. 
Alcott, one of its foundei^s and chief supporters. On pursuing 
this journey several old houses are passed, one of which, occu- 
pied by Captain Brown in the Revolution, is plainly marked as 
the Antiquarian Society's headquarters; and the next is the 
former home of John Beaton, otv^ ol \\\^ ^^v^^^*^ \». v^-^w, 

TJie home of Emei-son is t\ie ?vvst> Vc^x^.^^ ^^^ "^"^^^ q.^^n^^v\.^ ^>^^^ 



77//. co.vcoKD ccj/'>/i /■■ooa: 

o! ihe roiid. The Oichai-U llouiiu, which the Alcotta occujiied 
for 80 many yeHn. » in thu tuiitie enclosing] nii the School of 
rii.l'i!iO|)hj': :iiid tlif Witysitit!, wliei'u llawthoiiK; lived after hia 
retini from Kiirojie, is the next house on the left. The hill 
behind W;iyside lieems to have been a favorite litemry resort; 
for besides Hawthonie's Walk, rejiresented in the ])icturet many 
of the winding wood paths were trod by the Alcott children in 
tlieir romantic rambles. They climbed the steep sides of the 

II, [wrsonating little Pilgrims hiden with heavy (lacks, which 
ihey gladly cast off as they entered the Celestial City, repre- 
sented to tlieir romantic imaginations by ii small pojid, which 
reflected the beautiful scenery at the other side of the Hill 
Difficulty, in the deep shadow tlie (iiant Despair lay in wait 
for his ti-embling viL-tims, when tlie Lillle 'Womeii were in 
their early youth. 

f'ome of the famous theatricals nieiitioncd in the ".Journal "' 
and oiher liooks were acted in the ham which stands near llie 
ewiterii eoil of (lie ll'avsiiie. 

The original Concord grapevine still flourishes in the next gar- 
den, under the cai-e of its great originator, E. W. Bull., Esq> 
From this parent vine the fruit has been so widely spi-ead that 
it may well be called Uie grape "shot round the world." 

Three-quarters of a mile below is Merriam's Corner, which ia 
proj>erly marked with a tablet ; for it was the scene of the 8liari> 
est fighting which took place in the town limits, when Gov. 
Brooks with bis comijany joined the Concoi-d men who liad 
cmsfetl over the ^reat fields to attack the British upon their 
'etuiji to Boston : for tlie road w\vVii\\ Vas "yw,X.\««n. teiNfc\*R,ft. 




Thoreau's Cove al Walden Pond 
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was the very same up which Major Pitcairn led his Hessians 
from Lexingtion Comnioii to the ohl Nortli Bridge. Near this 
corner sUinds the old Merriani house, which Iwai's about th« 
s<'ime external appearance as it did upon the nineteenth of April, 
1775, when its quiet wjis broken by the sounds of war; and the 
same remark m.ay be made as to many of the liouses along the 
road between here and tlie village, which liave been already 
fully described in the article on houses of lustorical interest. 

On returning to the village, the fii-st road turning to the left 
above Mr. Emei^son's house leads, behind his famous garden, 
past the Poor Farm, to Walden Pond. Ascending the steep hill, 
the first road to the right leads directly to the Picnic ground, 
and the second, which tunis to the right at the telegraph-pole, 
takes one to the tjill pines back of Thoreau's grove. These 
trees are in plain sight from the main road; and under them is 
a well-worn path which turns to the left, directly to the site of 
Thoreau's hut, now marked by a pile of stones. 

The Pond, which he loved and immortalized, is in front of 
tliis cairn, to which every visitor adds a stone, before walking 
down to the edge of the Pond to enjoy the unbroken solitude, 
if fortunate enough to esca|)e a picnic. If a student of Thoreau, 
on his return to the main road he can keep to the right for 
twenty rods along it, to see the orchard which Thoreau planted 
with pine-cones in straight lines ; and the ancient cellai's of 
which lie writes may still be distinguished. 

Thoreau street extends from Walden to the Fitchburg Station^ 
the point from whicli this imagWAaxv \o\i\yv^^ ^fc\& \a\*^. ^^^s>Ss^ 
bani street crost^eii Thoreau street; m^ n^\^ \^fc^^ ^^^ Sjaxx^^^ss^ 
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of tliese streets, upon tli6 former, ai-e the schoolhouses iu«n- 
tioneil ill tliia book and also the Kipley Soliool, iiuiiied for Dr. 
Ezia Rijilev. liehiii*! this buildiny is the new plitv_t,'iouiid and 
Intiiiiny-tWIit (tir tin; fiee use of the Ixivs ami the militia. 
/Lbout f'liir acres in extent, the greater part uf tliis eiiclosure is 
protected by the deed of the givers from the encroach men t of 
any statues, gravel paths, or anything which could in any way 
convert it into a park, or interfere with the original use. Mr. 
Emerson was interested in the idea of a public playground, and 
from time to time devoted small sums to this puipose, which 
formed ttie nuclens of the necessary endowment. 

Among the improvements made since the first edition of 
this Ixiok was printed is Nashawtuck avenue, wliicb begins at 
Main street oppfwite the end of Thnreau street, crosses the 
NasiiawLuck Bridge, and ends at tlie top of tlie Iiill from which 
they take their name. 

Si> ntanv ct'citLi liavc liuppeaed upon this iiiil, ;iucordiiig to 
its historian, that the "■ History of a Concord Farm " wliich 
relates tliem is of absorbing interest. At present the new 
reservoir of the Concord water-works and Willard Common 
crown its summit, from which a fine view is to be had of the 
two rivets, the village and its surrounding hills, and of the fitie 
estate which is half-way up the southern slope. 

The proprietor of Nashawtuck does not propose to make of 

it the site of a town boom or land speculation ; on the contrary, 

he hopes to preserve and use most of it as a farm, perhaps sell- 

J/fg- the Hard residence, and removing from its vicinity to a 

n>an^ eeatral position the bam and o\itbu.\\4\vi^a. 
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At the same lime he does not feel wari*anted in excluding the 
whole of it, especially the hill portion, from such use for resi- 
dent purposes as its location and natural beauty may create a 
demand for; and to best adapt it for such purj)oses, he wishes 
to dii-ect or inspire its laying out and improvement by the 
proper location, construction, and planting of ways; also by 
liberal allowances of space, and a general regard for landscape 
effects without losing its rural aspects. 

Another most im{K)rtant improvement to the town is a school 
for boys, — the Concord Home School, founded and conducted 
by- Mr. James S. Garland, a Harvard man, who has brought to 
his work in Concord the spirit of progress and enterprise. 

The school is situated on the old Wood estate — seventy-five 
acres of beautiful upland on the west side of the Sudbury River, 
extending westward l)etween Elm street and the Fitchburg 
Railroad. 

The main building, erected in 1891, is a model of its kind, 
containing every lequisite for the comfort and enjoyment of the 
students. Near by stands the gymnasium, filled with the best 
of apparatus, and the great playground, many acres in extent. 
There are tennis-courts also, and on the river bank a spacious 
boathouse, the most popular, perhaps, of all the ample means 
provided for athletic sports. 

The school is in charge of accomplished masters, who are not 
only good teachers, but are the constant companions of the 
boys, joining with them in all their sports, and inspiring them 
with that manly spirit whicVi sYvouYdi «v\\«t \^x<^>j xsi?^ *^^ 
development of chaiucter. 
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The chief work of the school ia to prepare boys for college ; 
but tlie course of -study is mode flexible, mi thnt a youth niiiy be 
litted for :l business or scieutitie etiieer. The spcL-iiil iieeils of 
the jiupil ;ire carefully cousiileieil in every cjise. 

There are at present accominodatiuiis for twenty-five Ijojiiil- 
i ig pupils, but the pressure for places is so great that iuUlitional 
rooms will soou Imve to be provided. 

There is also a marked chauge in the boating interests of the 
t !oncord Uiver. Since the "Carnival of Ikintj^ " wa« piinted. it 
has })een copied in so many places with more or less success, 
that it lias been abandoned here, and the heavy IkmlIs which 
once decorated every landing-place have given place to canoes. 
Being so fniil they require special houses for their acconiin<Kla- 
tion, several of which ornament the river nt various points. 
The finest of them is situated on the right iNink of the Concord 
River, jusi below the Red Bridge. Prichanl Woods, near the 
river, has been furnished with winding walks and rustic seats, 
in order to fonii an attractive and cool retreat, without any loss 
of its native wildness and simplicity. 

The Concord Canoe Club has a lai^e menrbei'sliip, and 
usually gives two great field-days, besides numerous smaller 
occasions ; the former draw many participants and spectators, 
who, after a long trip to Fairhaven Bay or some other favorite 
locality, devote a long summer day to races and amusements of 
a similar chai-acter. 

Among the attractions of the river side, is the studio of 
Walton Ricketson, who has made many successful portrait 
•lists of Thoivaa, the Aieotta, and many ol ftwe Cwwa-ciS. wci- 
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tables. Muny of his ideal works also ornament bis studio, and 
many curious objects of art combine with l)right draperies and 
cushions to render it picturesque, especially when the great fire 
is lighted to cjist weird shadows on the ancient furniture; he 
has many valuable manuscripts of native and foreign authors, 
and Thoreau's flute, and the spyglass with which he penetrated 
so manv of Nature's secrets. 

Awav down the river is Ball's Hill, one of Thoreau's favorite 
haunts. It is a matter of great congmtulation that this hill has 
been purchased by Mr. William Brewster of Cambridge, who 
has taken measures to preserve its native wildness, in order to 
furnish a safe Jisylum for the birds and animals. No one will 
be allowed to use fiiearms, or to injure or destroy any of its 
animal or vegetable productions, if attention is i>aid to the 
polite i"equests of the owner. 

The nuiny foreign and native artists who spend their vaca- 
tions along these quiet streams have made fine sketches of 
many beautiful places, some of which are the work of Mr. 
Edward Simmons, who has so successfully carried the fame of 
his native village to so many countries. 



CHAPTER II. 



■ • ^ 
.■ ■ 

EARLY mSTOBY, GHUBGHBS AND BCTBYING OBOITKDS* 

11 



The Town of Croncord^ probably so named from the peace* 
ful uianner of its purchase, was settled by a company of about 
a dozen families, most of whom came directly from England for 
that purpose, having been encouraged in this plan by a traveller 
who visited the sjiot in the year 1688. These pilgrims endured 
great hardships iu their passage from tide water to this spoU 
being compelled to wade through deep swamps and penetmte 
with great difficulty through tangled thickets. They suffered 
gieatly from the loss of their cattle wliich died in great numbers 
^rom change of diet and climate. The Indian name of the set- 
tlement was Musket-a-quid or the Grass-Grown River, and the 
broad meadows lying for many miles along the river were great- 
ly esteemed by their aboriginal owners as hunting grounds and 
corn fields; but a peaceful purchase was made about the year 
1637, the transaction having occurred, according to a legend, 
under a great tree called Jethro's Oak, which stood near the 
present site of the Middlesex Hotel. The savage proprietoi's 
seemed to have been well disposed and friendly to the new 
cowers who labored eurnestlv for their couvemow «a\^ va\YcoN^« 
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The Public Storehouse and Thoreau House. 
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nieiit. The apostle Eliot often pre<ached to them, and througl 

his influence, about the year 1656, a large company of prayin| 

Indians existed, who cultivated the hmd and Iiad an excellen 

code of laws, a copy of which is still extant. During the nex 

, twenty years the gooil feeling originally existing between thi 

j English and Indians seems to have gradually given place to th< 

' most bitter animosity, and Concord soon became a military pos 

and a centre of warlike operations, from which parties wen 

. constantly sent out to the relief of neighboring villages, and fo] 

the punishment of the enemy. 

During Philip's War several block houses were maintained 
one of which tradition locates on the present site of the hous< 
of Dr. Barrett, one near Merriam's Corner, and one nea] 
the residence of Mr. Lewis Flint. 

Several Indians convicted of the crime of murder and arsor 
were executed in the town, and also one white man for the 

murder of an Indian. The general prejudice against the sav 

.1 

ages extended also to the praying Indians, a small party ol 
I . whom were living here under the protection of Mr. John Hoar, 

] i who had erected a building for them to use as a residence and 

i 

.\ workshop ; and one Sunday a company of soldiers from Boston 

'] entered the town and demanded them, and they were saved 

": with gi-eat difficulty by the courage and determination of theii 

i*, guardian. It is stated that before proceeding to attack these 

' inoffensive Indians, the soldiei-s decorously attended public 

worship, and waited until after service before stating the object 

of their mission. 
The Old Ohurch stood near tY\e ^vte^ ol ^\\^ ^x^^^w.^"^^ 



s rni. iuAioA-/' i.r/v/-: hoca: 

riaii house of wowhip, wliich w:is liuilt rm the old triune, so that 
it contains t)ie same tiiiil>crdii.s tliG one in which Lhe first Pro- 
vincial Congress was liilil, on the foiiiteouth of October, 1774. 
of which John Hanuock was chosen iireHident. In this assembly 
were made those stirring speeuhea liy himself, Adams, and other. 
patriots, which did so much to hatit«n the events of the Revolu- 
tion. The church was organized at Cuinbiidge, in 1636, and in 
1637 the Kev. Peter Hulkeley and John Junea were chosen as 
the teacher and the i^i^tor. In this orgsmization, like most 
of those under two heads, some difficnlty seems to have arisen, 
and a part of the congregiitioii seceded fur a time, and some of 
the people followed Mr. Jones on his t^nh^queiit removal from 




i/ietowii. Mr. Hiilkeley came from uo\)\e awces^.^^ v"«as vewowned 
'■■3 Suished scholar and gentleman, a\iOi. ei.^i:v^e6' ""t^^* wfe'M-** 
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and strength . for liis town and church witli a lilx^rality only 
equalled by his piety. He died univei'sally lamented, March 
9lh, 1659, Jit which time his son the Rev. Edward, was in- 
stalled in his pLace. The Rev. Joseph Esterbrook, Rev. Mr. 
Whiting, and Rev. Mr. Bliss, successively, succeeded him. 
After them came the eloquent divine and fearless patriot. Rev. 
William Emerson, who preaclied for ten 3'ears, when he gavj 
his life to the service of his country. Tiie Rev. Ezra Ripley 
succeeded to the church and home of Mr. Emerson, whose 
widow he nmrried. Of both of the two last-named divines, 
an account will be found in another place. The Rev. H. B. 
Goodwin and the Rev. B. Frost were botli colleagues of Dr. 
Ripley, tlie latter being pastor of tlie church after him, in 
which position he was succeeded for over twenty years by 
Rev. G. Reynolds, who identified himself with the history of 
this town, writing many valuable historical papers and books. 

The Trinitarian Congregational Church was organized 

in 1826, incorporated 1890. The church building was tinished in 
1827, and was used for woi-ship before it wixs quite completed. 
\ Its first minister was the Rev. Daniel Southmavd, and its 

■ present pastor is the Rev. George A. Tewksbury, formerly of 

( Plymouth, Mass., who has prepared a manual which contains 

a full account of the old church, which began with sixteen 
l>eople, and has advanced to a membei'ship of about two hun- 
dred, which is rapidly increasing. In front of the church build- 
( ing, which stands at the comer of Hubbard and Walden 

j streets, is a memorial fountain \;o W\^ ^^n . V^^w\?j "^^ ^^^Nsis^ 

a much-beloved pastor who died \\\ \%'i^r 



/ 
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St. Bernard's Roman Oatholio Ohnrch was esteblisheu 
in 18tJ6, under the imstorate of the Rev. P. J. Canny. The 
present |>a.stor is the Kev.*£dward J. Moriai-ty, the number of 
worshipijers is twelve hundred. The church is ornamented 
with handsome stained gUu» memorial windows, and with many 
fine statues. It occupies a fine site on the puUic square, facing 
Main street. 

Trinity Ohnrch, Protestant Episcopal, built and conse- 
crated 1885; organized as a parish 1887. Situated on Elm 
street is built of stone, and has a fine triple window of stained 
glass in memory of its first warden, Orlando H. Underhill, Esq. 

A fine Union Church has lately been erected at Concord 
Junction. It is under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Walter 
Campbell. 

The Scandinavian Methodist Church on Thoreau street 
was dedicated in 1893. The pastor is Rev. J. P. Andersen. 

The Old Hill Burjring Ground stands directly behind 
the Ciitliolic Church. The date of its opening is unknown, and 
the location of no older one can be ascertained. The oldest 
stone in this ground is probably the monument to Joseph 
Merriani, who died the twentieth of April, 1677 ; and the most 
celebrated epitaph is that of John Jack, an old slave who died 
in town in 1773. This has been widely copied at home and 
abroad as a curious specimen of antithesis, and it is usually 
attributed to the i)en of Daniel Bliss. The stone, which has 
been renewed, stands at the northerly corner of the yard, and a 
frell-woni track leads to it from t\\e laam 'j^AXv. T\v^ \\\s,^xv^ 
^o/j ji, heiv copied in full : 
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God wills us free, man wills us slaves. 
( will as (iod wills; Gml's will be done. 

Here lii'S the body ot 

JOHN JACK 

A native ol' Africa, who died 

March 1773 iijjed about sixty years. 

Though born in a land of slavery, 

He was born free. 

Though he lived in a land of liberty, 

H t lived a slave ; 

Till by his honest though stolen laboC 

He acquired the source of slavery, 

Which gave him his freedom : 

Though not long before 

Death the grand tyrant. 

Gave him liis final emancipation. 

And put him on a footing with kings. 

Though a slave to vice, 

He practised those virtues. 

Without which kings are but slaves. 

Oil the fiiijt wliite stone which was placed iii this cemetery is 
this inscription, curious cis showing the date when white marble 
superseded the common slate : 

This stone is designed 

by its durability 

to perpetuate the memory, 

and by its colour 

to signify the moraV cVv^jraJCXec^ 

of 
MISS ABIGMI. D\3D\XX 



l.AKLV /JKSTOA-y. VUCKrllES AXD HCKIAL HKOLWDS. 
Who diti) J-in 4. i8r-. 



lit the tdme yunl U this liiinnifiil cjijiuiili 



•■vivensj 

niLttT]SS[MA." 

ORPHA BRYANT. 

Born Decenibtr 24 1797, 

Died Oclolwr 1. 1798. 

She was the joy of her falh 

and ihe delight b( lier molh< 



III Ilii:, yaiil \a the yruve nf Major Juliii lUittiick, wlio leil tho 
fglil :.t the ol.l K.alii IJiiJyo. Hl- l!ca at tlie liL-iul ol* a large 
family, M'iiieli includL'.s his sou wliu accdiiiiiiiiiitid }iiiii ii» lifer, 
IkjiIi tiifse fiicta Leiug properly iiiiteil on tlieir gnivestoiies, 
wliith niny be bclii iie;tr tlie crest of the liill by the side of the 
siiuilinKigaziiic, ill ivhiL-li the powder is ktspt for the village stores. 
Very near are the gnivcs of tlie hiiiieiitud jtiistors of the town, 
iiiuhidiiig thutof the Riv. Willium Eiuei-soii as shown in the 
pietiii-e. It was probably near this spot tlmt Col. Smith 
ami Miij. Pitcairii, who commanded the British on the day of 
tiie yight, stood to reviuw the movements of their troops en- 
gaged iu Yiuioiis parts of the town, and to watch the Ameri- 
cans as they assembled fi-om various quarters. On the same 
hill a hundred rods farther south, was the Liberty Pide erected I 

by the piitriota, which ivas cntdown\jy t\w Bntx^^Vvou VW \\\ovvv i 

'i'gofthe buttle. Bj the side of l\ie toniVt ot ^n. V^^^S\■a.^a \ 
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Kiiu-rson is tlmt of John nenttnn, 

ci^a'iitrii; iukI fruirul Si^iitcliiniui 

11) uuciiiiiiiliUc'd ii liiiu'ii fiiitiiiii- 

. mill made aliliornl bequest to tlin 

3 cltiiruli wlii(;Ii still goes l>y tlio 

' name of tlif llcattoit fund and is 

nniuiiiliy devfited to pions uses. 

The Burial Qround on Main 

Street \v:is, aceonling to truiHtion, 
tliiigiftof two iiuiidcii l;i<Iios. Tti 
177') t lid roa<l jnoliaMy went aiouiid 
tlie back sido of il, and a.i-oss llie 
' npp<'r end, for wiiicii itiisou most 
of llie stones face tlie west, toward 
wliitt w;is tlien tlie prinoijial street, Tiio oldest stone is tliat 
of TJiojoits HarUboni, wlio died Kov. 17, lli97 ; an.l no oilier 
one apjicars tliere until 1713. 

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery was pnrclmsed bj- tlio ton-ii, of 
tlie lu'ii-s of Reuben Brown, in 1H55, and was laid ont airordinij 
to jilans furnished by Morris Copelanil, Esq. 

Tlie ai'obitect bas followed, wisely, tlie natural form of the 
^'ro 11 1 id, and left undisturbed tlie Rnipliitbeatre wbicb bas existed 
for yeai-s in tbe center, and wbicii bad borne tbe name of Sleepy 
Hollow long before it wiia tliouglit of as a place of burial. On 
tlie nineteenth of April, 185C, a tree-bee was oi'ganized, and 
over an liiindred trees were set out in a single day by the citi- 
zens, each one of wlioni thus bto\ig\\\,V\*. o\i\\ \cv««iwal^. "Xs^si 
Imlieshekl two fesUvala in tiie feauw -geax \o twwfc .-ww^-^ "^R* 
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seats mild decorations. The oration at the dedication was deliv- 
ered hy Emerson, and an ode by F. B. Sanborn waaaungi whiob 
\» copied here from ^' Parnassus/' 

fUiinc kindly forth, September mnu 

From heavens calm and clear. 
That no untimely cloud may ran 

Before thy golden sphere. 
To vex our simple rites toKlay 

With one prophetic tear. 

With steadv voices let us raise 

The fitting psalm and prayer; 
« Remembered grief of other days 

Breathes softening in the air : 
Who knows not Death — who monms no loss -• 

He has with us no share. 



I 



I 

To holy sorrow, solemn joy, / 

We consecrate the place \ 

Where soon shall sleep the maid and boy, | 

The father and his race, ''. 

The mother with her tender babe, ] 

The venerable face. A 



These waving woods, these valleys low. 

Between these tufted knolls. 
Year after year shall dearer grow 

To many loving souls ; 
And flowers be sweeter here than blow 

Elsewhere between the poles. 

For deathless Love and blessed Grief ^ 

Shall guard these wooded aisles. 
When either Autumn casts the leaf, "^^ 

Or brushing Summer smiles, j 

Or Winter whitens o'er the \and, I 

Or Spring the buds uucoW*. 
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Many of tlie most marked graves are 011 The Ridge. 
Ascending the hill hy Ridge Path, at the west, Nathaniel 
Hawtliorno's gravo is seen, surrounded by a low he%ige of arbor 
vita\ as if the gifted author sought in death the modest retire- 
ment wliich he loved in life. His eloquent epitaph consists 
only of his name on a plain white stone. 

The grave of Thore<iu is just behind, with a granite 
stone i and by his side lies his brother John, whose genius 
might have outshone that of the poet, philosopher, and natural- 
ist, had not he died in its first flush. 

A little farther on, past the graves of Nathan Brooks and 
John M. Cheney, citizens whose worth and virtue have caused 
their names to be honored forever by their townsmen, may be 
seen the Whiting moninnent, a copy of the Brewster monu- 
ment at IMymouth, and that of Col. George L. Prescott, the 
patriot martyr who fell iu response to his country's earliest call 
for help. 

On the opposite side of Ridge Path is the grave of R. 
W. Emerson, to which thousands of visitors come every 
year. A great pine stands near the head of the grave, which 
is now marked by a monument of beautiful pink quartz, in its 
native state, as it came from the quarry. Near by are the 
graves of his mother, and the son whose monument is the 
poem of "Threnody." 

A plain brown slab commemorates in a Latin verse Mrs. 
Samuel Ripley, whose classical attainments have been chron- 
icled J)) the Centennial book by live \oN\tv^ \v^^\ ^^ ^w^^vk^^^ ^^ 
tAe most gifted women that our cowwtx^ ^n^^Vvvc^. 
In the center of the same \ot \a tVv^ toow\«sv^^v\, V.^^^^ 
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Lieut. Ezra Ripley, a portion of whose epitaph ih here 



Of the best Pilji^m stock* 

descenilcfl iVotn officers in the Revolutionary army 

and fn>in a lon|; line of the ministers of Concern], 

he was worthy of his lineiqpe. 

An able and successful lawyer, 

he gave himself with persiMent xeal 

to the cause of the friendless and the oppressed. ' ) 

Of slender physical strength 

ami of a nature refined and delicate. 

He was led by patriotism and the love of freedom 

to leave home and friends for the toilsome labors of war, 

and shrank from no fatigue and danger, 

until worn out in her sen'ice. 

He gave his life for his country. 



. f 



Just oppo>ite is the pluiii shaft, erected by himself twenty 
years before his death, of Dr. Josvah Ihirtlett, wlio practised 
medicine in this town with devotion and snccess for Ji period of 
fifty-five yeai-s. He was the son of Dr. Josiali Hartlett, of j 

Cliarlestown, who was a snrgeon's mate, in 1775, at Cr.ncord { 

Fight, so thiit the practice of father and son extended over a 
eeiitun*. He was an earnest and fearless advocate of the canse 
of temperance when it was most inipopnhir, and was always on 
the side of the oppressed. He died in January, 1878, in active 
practice at tlie age of eighty-one. 

On the side of the liill, on Glen Path, is the monument 
desi^ied by Hammatt Billings, and erected to the memory of / 

the Hon. Samuel Iloar^ who by his descevvdvvwX,';^^ tv^ w^V ^^ Vi^ 
^Je j,robi'ty and Ample grandeur o"" \us \\te,\^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ "^"^ 
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elevate the standard of living than any otlier man in the to 
or county. Ilis epitapli, wliicli is here copied, will speak 
better than any words of this book. At the upper portion, 
a tablet resembling a window, is this quotation from Pilgri 
Progress • 

•• The pilgrim they laid in a chamber 

Whose window opened toward the sunrising ; 

The name of the chamber was Peace. 

There he lay till break of day, and then 

He arose and sang." 

Lower on the same face of the monimient: 

SAMUEL HOAR 

of Concord. 

Born in Lincoln, May, 1 778. 

Died in Concord, Nov. 2. 1856. 

He was long one of the most eminent lawyers 

and best beloved citizens of Mass., 

a safe counsellor, a kind neighbor, 

a (Christian gentleman. 

He had a dignity that commanded the respect, 

and a sweetness and modesty that won the affection 

of all men. 

He practised an economy that never wasted, 

and a liberality that never spared. 

Of proved capacity for the highest offices, 

He never avoided obscure duties. 

He never sought stations of fame or emolument, 

and tvev^T sVvwl^^ 
from posiuons o^ daxv^^x ox ^V^Q^^^ 



^^^^ rilH tV.\Ti'/:/l (,77/ift „^. 

His days were made happy l>y iMihlii' cstcent i»at 

privale 4lfcctjiin To tin- liticsl inaiiitnt 

iif Ills lona life lie |iri'siT»'C(l Ills 

ckiir inieNi'cl unJiitiKiirtd. 

ind. fully cofiscHius of ils RppriMcli, met 

dealh Hith the perfecl .issiiraiKc of imitiorl.il \i(v 

We copy also the inscriittioii on Uie giiiveslonQ of 
daughter: — 

MISS ELIZAKBTIt MOAU, i 

DIED APIIII. T, IHTH, AtlRO (U J 

Her sympalhy with whal is high and fair brought Iter into inlimacy | 

with many eminent men and women of her thiic. Noihin;,' I 

excellent or be.''ullfiit escajted her quick apiirdicn- J 

sion: and in lier unfaihng memory prctimis ) 

thin.^'s lay in exact order, as in a royal Irensiiry, hospitably ready i 

to instruct and deliglit youn^ and old. Her calm courage and I 

simple religious faith triumphed over sickness and pain: / 

and nhen Death transplanted her to her place in \ 

the Garden of ihe Lord, he found little perishable to prune aiv.iy. | 

Most of the epilaptia in this lot weie written liy the Hon. I 

E. R. Hoar, who now lies among his family, having ditid on the ', 

Slst day of Januar)-, 1895, to the intense grief of his tnuns- ' 
men, and of the world in general. His fnneml was attended 
by Ml immense guthering, in which many of tlie greatest minds 

were represented. Tlie gi-avea of the Alcott family are directly I 

behind the Hawthorne lot, and near that of tlie Thoreati family. i 

Each grave is marked in the same manner, — hy a low niaihle ' 

^oe, beario£^ otil^ tiie imU&h m this order-. "L-M,. k., K.^-^,^ ■} 
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E. B^ A. M. A., A. B. A., the last two being the father and 

* 

mother, as Mrs. Pratt lies near by the side of her loving hus- 
band. A bronze tablet has been placed on Mr. Emerson s 
bowlder, bearing two lines from his own ^)oem : — 

The passive master lent his hand 

To the great soul, that o'er him planned. 

Slate stones have been placed to mark the graves of his wife, 
mother, and son, and aunt Mar}% a quotation from " Threnody " 
marking the grave of little Waldo: — 

The hyacinthine boy, for whom 
Morn well might break and April bloom ; 
The gracious boy, who did adorn 
The world whereunto he was born. 

The first burial in Sleepy Hollow was that of Mrs. Maria 
llolbrook, in the fiill of 1855. The first burial in the New Hill 
Burying Ground was that of Mrs. Anna Bobbins in 1823, 
which fact is noted on the stone. In the year 1869 the town 
purchased the land of the Agricultural Society, and thus united 
the New Hill Ground with Sleepy Hollow. 

In the summer of 1873, Mr. George Tolman, impressed 
with the fact that many of the older stones hud disappeared, 
and that others were fast becoming illegible, undertook the 
tiisk of copying all the inscriptions, so that they might be 
preserved. Being himself a printer and a practical proof- 
reader he has permitted nothing to escape his observation, 
but has followed the inscriptions literally, even to the abbre- 
viationsy punctuation, errors \w ^^^\\\\^^^ ^\vJl ^ 's^^ ^!K^c^v^^ 
points. These copies \\ave \>e^\\ ^^xm^vt^ vjv ^ xaa-vc^^^^>^^^ 
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volume, and thoroughly indexed. To the student of geneal- 
ogy, these inscriptions have a peculiar value, as they often 
afford evidence as to facts and dates omitted in the Town 
Registers of births and deaths. To add to their value in this 
respect, Mf. Tolman has added genealogical notes, carefully 
tracing the line of descent and family connection, in many 
cases, especially those of members of our own old families, 
going back to tlie earliest ancestor of the name. The inter- 
ments in the ** New Burying Ground," and in " Sleepy Hol- 
low" have also been indexed by the same gentleman with 
such completeness that there is probably no grave in any of 
our burial places, with the exception of the unmarked ones 
in the two old yards, to which his manuscript is not a suf- 
ficient guide. He is at all times ready to show his work to 
any one who may desire to consult it for information. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE BATTLE GROUND, 



The Battle G-round was presented to the town by the Rev. 
Dr. Ripley, who remarked in Town Meeting a half century ago 
that the time would come when the spot would be a place of 
great interest to many. How well the prediction has been ful- 
filled, the daily stream of visitors bears abundant witness. It 
is on Monument St., nearly half a mile from the center of the 
town, and near the Old Manse, having been a part of the farm 
belonging to it since the course of tlie road was changed which 
formerly crossed the old North Bridge. 

The legends of the Fight beiug som^^\\^\» e.wto^$C\^^R»^ 

4S 
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minor parts, it lias been tlioiiglit bout to follow in tliis brief 
sketch the account of l^iiiuel Shattuck, luid tliut of the Itev. 
Dr. Riiiley, aililiiig in full the extniut from tlio tliiiry of the Rt-v. 
Mr. WOliiim Eiiifr-on, wliich was discovered mid first piihlislied 
in 1835, by hu grandson, Mr. K. W. Emerson. The following 
is a concise statement abridged from Shattiiek's History of Con- 
cord, publisiied in 1835. It should be borne in mind that it is 
not within the scope of this book to allude to events which did 
not take place in the town. 

The morning had advanced [(> almut sevirn o'clock, and the Britisli army 
were soon seen approaching the town on the Lexington ro-id. The glitter- 
ing arms of eight hundred soldiers, " the Hower of the British army " were 
full in view. At tirsl it was thought 1m.-sI that our men should face Ihe 
enemy, as few as they were, and abide ihe consequences. Of this o])inion. 
among others, was the Rev. William Emerson, the clergyman of the town. 
who had turned out amongst the first in ihe morning' to animate and encour- 
age his people by hi* counsel and patriotic example. " I.el us stand our 
ground." said Jic , ■ if .vc die. let^s die Iicic .' " Ekuiar Ui wks of Lincoln 
was (hen on the hilt. " Let us go and meet them," said one lo him. " No." 
he answered, " it will not do for us to begin the war." They did not then 
know tthat had happened at Lexington. Their number was very smalt in 
comparison with the enemy, and it was concluded t)est to retire a short dis- 
tance, and wait for reinforcements. They consequently marched to the 
nortlwm declivity of the burning ground hill, near the present site of tlie 
court house. They dill not, however, leave their station tilt the British light 
infantry' had arrived within a few rods' distance. About this time Colonel 
James Barren, who was commander of the militia, and who had been almost 
incessantly engaged lliat morning in securing the stores, rode up. Individ- 
tials were frequently arriving, bringing different reports. It was difficult to 
obtain correct iaformuion. Under these circumstances, he ordered the men 
there pamded. being about one hundred at\d Mw.^o mwOi\ o-jct >i\t "^wCn 
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Bridge* and there wait for reinforcements. In the meantime the British 
troops entered the town. The six companies of light infantry were ordered 
to enter on the hill, and disperse the minute men whom they had seen 
paraded there. The grenadiers came up the main road, and halted on the 
common. The first object of the British was to gain possession of the 
North and South bridges, to prevent any militia from entering over them. 
Accordingly, while Col. Smith remained in the center of the town, he de- 
tached six companies of light infantry, under command of Capt. Lawrence 
Parsons of his own regiment, to take possession of the North Bridge, and 
proceed thence to places where stores were deposited. On their amval 
there, three companies under command of Capt. Laurie of the 43d reg- 
iment, were left to protect the bridge; one of those, commanded by IJeut. 
Edward Thornton Gould, paraded at the bridge ; the other, of the 4ih and 
loth regiments, fell back m the rear towards the hill. Capt. Parsons, with 
three companies, proceeded to Col. Barrett's to destroy the stores there 
deposited. At the same time Capt. Mundey Pole, of the loth regiment, was 
ordered to take possession of the South Bridge, and destroy such public 
property as he could find in that direction. The grenadiers and marines, 
under Smith and Pitcaim, remained in the center of the town, where all 
means in their power were used to accomplish the destruction of military 
stores. In the center of the town the grenadiers broke open about sixty 
barrels of flour, nearly one half of which was afterwards saved, knocked off 
the trunnions of three iron twenty-four pound cannon, and burnt sixteen 
new carriage-wheels, and a few barrels of wooden trenchers and spoons. 
The liberty-pole on the hill was cut down, and suffered the same fate. 
About five hundred pounds of balls were thrown into the mill-pond and 
into wells. While the British were thus engaged.* our citizens and part of 
our military men, having secured what articles of public property they could, 
were assembling under arms. Beside the minute-men and militia of Con- 
cord, the military companies from the adjoining towns began to assemble ; 
and the number had increased to about two hundred and fifty or three 
hundred, John Robinson of Weslford, a\\e\\Vti\axvV-t^wvf\vcv'a.\^s8W\^'«^c ^ 
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minuie-men under Col. Willum I'rescoii. and other men ot disiinclion had 
already assembled. The hosiile acts and formidable array of the enemy, 
and the hurrnn« ul ihc articles ihey had collecled in the village, led iheni lo 
anticipate a general desimciion, Joseph Hosiiht. iicting as adjat;mt, iiinnecl 
the soldiers as ihey arrived singly or In squads. Ihe minute companies on ihc 
right, and the miliiia on ihe left, facing the town. He then, observing an 
unusiul smoke arising from the center of the town, went to the officers and 
citizens in consuttaiion on ihe high ground near by. and inquired earneslly, 
" Will you let Ihcm bum the town down ? " They Ihen " resolved lo march 
into Ihe middle of ihe town lo defend their homes, or die in ihe altempt ; " 
and ai ihe same lime ihey resolved not lo lire unless firsl fired upon. '■ They 
acted upon principle, and in the fear of God." Col. Barrel! immediately 
gave orders to march by wheeling from the right. Major Bullrick requested 
Lieut. Coi. Robinson to .iceompany him, and led them in double file to the 
scene of action. When they came to the road leading from Capl. Brown's 
lo the bridge, a pan of the Acton minute company under Capt. Uavis passed 
by in front, marched towards the bridge asborl distance, and halted. Being 
in file5 of iwo abreast, ihe Concord minute company under Capl, Brown, 
being before al the head, marched up ihe north side tilt they caine equally 
in front. The precise position, however, ot each company, cannot now be 
fully ascertained. 

The British, obsening their motions, immediately formed on the cast side 
of ihe river, and soon began to lake up [lie planks of ihe bridge. Against 
this Maj. Bullrick remonsl rated, and ordered a quicker step of his soldiers. 
The British desisted. At that moment two or three guns were fired in quick 
succession into the river, which the provincials considered as alarm guns, 
and not aimed at them. They had arrived wiihin ten or fifteen rods of the 
bridge when a singte gun was fired by a British soldier, the ball from which, 
passing under Col. Robinson's arm. slightly wounded the side of Luther 
Blanchard, a fifer in the Acton company, and Jonas Brown, one of the Con- 
cord minute-men. This jfun was instantly followed by a volley, by which 
Capt. /saat £bws and Abner Hosmcr. botUbe\onEmsXo N-tWrn. -N^tVAV-tft,, 
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On seeing this, Maj. Huttrick instantly leaped from the ground, and partly 
turnin«r lo his men, exclaimed : ** Kire, fellow-soldiers, for God's siike. fire ; " 
ilischarjifing his own gun almost in the same instant. His order was in- 
stantly ol>eyeil ; and a j^^eneral discharge from the whole line of the pro» 
vincial ranks took place. Firing on both sides continued a few minutes 
Three British soldiers were killed, and Lieuts. Sunderland, Kelley, and 
Gould, a sergeant and four privates were wounded. The British immedi- 
ately retreated about half way to the meeting house, and were met by two 
companies of grenadiers, who had been drawn thither by " the noise of 
battle." Two of the soldiers killed at the bridge were left on the ground, 
where they were afterwards buried by Zachariah Brown, and Thomas Davis, 
jun. From this time through the day. little or no military order was pre- 
served among the provincials ; every man chose his own time and mode of 
attack. It was l>et\veen ten and eleven o'clock when the firing at the bridge 
took place, and a short time after Capt. Parsons and his party returned 
unmolested from Col. Barrett's. 

By this time the provincials had considerably increased, and were con- 
stantly arriving from the neighI)oring towns. The British had but partially 
accomplished the objects of their expedition; but they now began to feel 
that they were in danger, and resolved on an immediate retreat. They 
retreated in the same order as they entered town, the infantry on the hill and 
the grenadiers in the road, but with flanking parties more numerous and 
farther from the main body. On arriving at Merriam's Comer they were 
attacked by the provincials, who had proceeded across the Great Fields in 
conjunction with a company from Reading, under command of Gov. Brooks. 
Several of the British were killed, and several wounded. None of the pro- 
vincials were injured. From this time the road was literally lined with 
provincials, whose accurate aim generally produced the desired effect. Guns 
were fired from every house, bam. wall, or covert. After they had waylaid 
the enemy and fired upon them from one position, they fell back from the 
road, ran forward, and came up again to perform a similar TOa.i\cR\x.vt^» 
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Tlie fullowiiig i^ mi i-stiiua from tlw <iiiir.v "f Kcv. Willimn 
Emerson : 

•■1775. I'/Ajinl. 'liu^ in.iriii.it;, Ix'lw.-irji ..!.,■ jikI hvi, ,.VI<H.k.we were 
al^nnei] by ihe ringing of iht lull, am! upon Pxnniinnliim f.niiiil Ihnt liic 
troops, to the niinilH^r uf ci^hl huiiilri^il, lud slulcii ihdr iiiurcK rruiii Boston, 
in boats and barges. Fruin llie licillmtl iil* the Common over In a point in 
Cambndge, near to Inm.in's Fanii, and wtrri,' at Lexington nii-c ling-house 
half an hour brforc siunrisi-. where Ihey hail (ireil u|kjii a body of our men 
and. as we adcrw^rd heard, hail killed sevtral. This inlelligcnce was 
brought us first by Dr. Samuel I'rcsiolt, who narrowly e5ca|ied the guard 
th.it were sent before on horses, puriKtsely to prc\i.-nt all posts and messen~ 
gers from giving us tiiiifly information. He, by the help of a very fleet 
horse, crossing several walls and fences, arrived at Concord at the time 
abo\-e mentioned, when several jiosts (vere imniedialcly despatched, that, 
returning, confirmed the ai-count of the regulars' arriial at Lexington, and 
that they were on their way to Concord. Upon this, a number of our minute 
men belonging to this town, and Acton and Lincoln, with several others 
that were in readiness, marched out to meet them, while the alarm com- 
pany were preparing lo receive ihem in the town. Capt. Minot, who 
cominanded them, ihouglil it proper to lake possession of the hill above the 
meeting-house as the most advantageous situation. No sooner had our 
men gained it. than \\e were met by the companies that were sent out to 
meet the troops, who informed us that ihey were just upon us, and that 
we must retreat, as their number was more than treble ours. We then 
retreated from the hill near the Liberty Pole, and took a new post back 
o( the town, upon an eminence, where we formed into two battalions, and 
wailed the arrival of the enemy. Scarcely had we formed, before we saw 
the British troops, at the distance of a quarter of a mile, glitterinj; in 
arms, advancing towards us with the greatest celerity. Some were far 
makii^ a stand, notwithstanding the superiority of their number; but 
others, more prvdent, ihoughl best to relreal. \!A\ ovn swei\^ *\aoS.4 be 
egu3/ to the enemy's, by recruits from ticxgVbOTw^ Vo-wn^ "Cttw. njcw wo 
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tinually coming in to our assistance. Accordingly wc retreated over the 
bridge. The troops came into the town, set tire to several carriages for 
the artillery, destroyed sixty barrels of Hour, rirted several houses, took pos- 
session of the to\vn-house» destroyed five hundred pounds of balls, set n 
guard of a hundred men at the North Bridge, and sent up a party to the 
house of Col. Barrett, where they were in expectation of finding a quantity 
of warlike stores. But these were happily secured, just before their arrival, 
by transportation into the woods and other by-places. In the mean time, 
the guard set by the enemy to secure the posts at the North Bridge were 
alarmed by the approach of our people, who had retreated, as mentioned 
before, and were now advancing, with special orders not to fire upon the 
troops unless fired upon. These orders were so punctually observed, that 
we received the fire of the enemy in three several and separate discharges of 
their pieces before it was returned by our commanding officer. The firing 
then soon became general for several minutes, in which skirmish two were 
killed on each side, and several of the enemy wounded. It may here be 
observed, by the way, that we were the more cautious to prevent beginning a 
rupture with the king's troops, as we were then uncertain what had happened 
at Lexington, and knew [not] that they had begun the quarrel there by 
firing upon our people, and killing eight men upon the spot. The three 
companies of troops soon quitted their post at the bridge, and retreated in 
the greatest disorder and confusion to the main body, who were soon upon 
the march to meet them. For half an hour, the enemy, by their marches 
and counter-marches, discovered great fickleness and inconstancy of mind ; 
sometimes advancing sometimes returning to their former posts, till at 
length they quitted the town, and retreated by the way they came. In the 
mean time a party of our men (one hundred and fifty) took the back way, 
through the Great Fields, into the east quarter, and had placed themselves to 
advantage, lying in ambush behind walls, fences, and buildings, ready to fire 
upon the enemy on their retreat." 



CHAPTER IV. 



HOUSES OF HISTORICAL INTEREST. 

Under this head it is proposed to give a list of all houses any 
[>art of which was standing at the time of the Fight. Of most 
of them it has been difSeult to find the exact date of their 
erection, but it has been approximated as nearly as possible. 
Few have been included which are more than a mile from the 
center of the town, and none of which there is a doubt of their 
being in existence or in progress at the date above mentioned. 

On the square the Wright tavern stands just as on the day 

when Maj. Pitcairn entered it on the morning before the battle, 

when he stirred the brandy with Yiis bloody fixv^^^^t^ miking the re- 
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mark, that lie would stir the i-ebels' bloocl before night. This 
building, with tlie excuptiou of the L has probably suffered less 
change than any othi-r uf thv old liouses. Tlie vhui-ch which stood 
near it was built in 1712, and the present building contains 
some of the same timbers as the old one. The old yellow block 




at the other side of the square was used for stores and residen- 
ces, and probably dates back^to 1750. Nearly oppo^te Wright's 
tavern is the Toltnan house, which was inhabited by Dr. Kzekiel 
Brown, who was a surgeon in the Revolutionary ' Ad at 

the other side of the square, at the begiwnu.^ foi.%s.^ 

the row of buildings were in part occu'pxftdi. as. Wwv, \fflsa.,^ 



n Tui (\>x"->A-a i.rtnp. hovk. 

wliicll Bi>nic »il* llie I'ntvituniil mipiilk'ti were kepi, lo ubtuilt 
wliich waa oiif of llm wiiiMrs ul' tlio iiivasiuu jf the lowii by 
til-! BiitUh titLips. 

Proceeding down the Boston road iln- limiso ul' Jciuas Ltu 
is aboiil opiKfsitt U.i; tTi.l ff the >elluw liluulc. lU uwiier Wns a 
staunch piitriot, although the sou of ii nukil litiy who was 
lirouglit to ^lUcipliiie by his townHiueii for thiit ciiuse. The 
next himse on the same side was tlie home of Dr. Joseph Hunt ; 
aiid the next builiUiij,' but one waa the shop of Reuben Brown, 
where kiiapsiick:i, sa*hllery and other eqitipinL-nts were made. 
lU owner was proniiiaiit on the day of the Fight having been dis- 
patched on a reoonnoiterhig tour toward Lexington in the morn- 
iri". The bouse next lo it was also standing, lis well as tlie one 
occupied by George Hey wood, Esq., which is supposed to be at 
le;ust two hundred years oUl, It was just below tliib house that 
the guai-d was posted, at the same time that one Wiis placed at 
the old North and another at the ohl South bridge. A little 
below is the Beal house, and half a mile below it tlie Alcott 
house, both of which date Lack to about 1740, The bouse of 
Ephraini Bull, Esq., was probably nearly as old, and it is well 
known all iiver the Uiiited States through the Concord Grape 
wbiuh Wiis originated hei-e by its present owner. Half a mile 
below is Merriain's corner. The old house stands as it stood 
when the Reading and ofUer troopa under the command of Gov- 
Brooks, came up and joined the men who liad come across the 
great fields from the North Bridge, and killed and wounded 
:ievetal ol the ■^treatlog British. 
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On the Bedford road are two or tliree houses of great 
age. 

On the Turnpike and Lincoln roads the Tuttle and Fox 
houses date back to 1740 or 65. 

Returning to the square and crossing the old mill-dam, 

the Vose liouse is remarkable as being the only three-story 
house ever built in town. In a picture taken about 1775 it is 
very prominent, and was doubtless one of the chief houses of 
the village. Above it on the right, on Main street stands the 
house of Dr. Barrett, one room of which was a portion of the 
old block house dating back perhaps to King Pliilip's War; near 
this house, at a corner of the burial ground, stood the old jail 
in which some of the British prisonei-s were confined. The 
road turned at this point and went toward the Wheeler house^ 
which was built in the present form in 1700, and has always 
remained in the possession of the same famil3\ A few rods 
above the South Bridge was tlie home of Capt. Josepli Hosmer 
who was requested by Maj. Buttriek to act jis <idjutant, and 
rendered very efficient service in mai^^halling and collecting the 
Americans as they arrived from various points ; it has remained 
in the family of his descendants ever since its ei-ection in 1761, 
and was a place of concealment for stores which were saved by 
the courage and ingenuity of Mrs. Hosmer; a detachment of 
British soldiers was sent to capture their cannon balls which 
were lieaped in one of the rooms, and the kegs of powder which 
had been hidden behind some feathers under the eaves, but the 
shrewd lady contrived to send the Itoo^^ ^^^'K^ ^>J«3LWi^» ^^^^^- 



L-riiig tlient, althotigli tliey destroyed several nf ]ier hodaiu tlie 
>earch. 

Neiirlv Ufliiiul Iliis hniw* is aiiotlu^r old one built about 17153, 
wliich was tlie Imiiie of £[i1imui Wo(h1, Esq., who was li zealous 
jHitriot and an oGScer of tli» biwii, ftiid wm engaged in seci-etiiig 
i^riiie Htoi-es in another phice, and 0!«ca[)ed the tieaich which wjli^ 
made for liini throngli the Jionse. A tiliort distance up the roiid 
wliicU p;is.se:) in fnjTit of Adjiitiint, Bfterwards known an Miij. 
Husmer'a huuse, in another old ltoii.se which lieloiiged to a 
member of tiiesiune fiiiniiy, and half a mile eJist of it ia the 
Iiou:)e of Abel Hosiner, the builder of which was on Iiis wny to 
Chai'lestown for a loiid of brick when he met the British ciiining 
from l.iixington. 

Opposite the Depot of the extcnsioti of the Middlesex 
branch of thfCeiitial li. It. .st;irnl.-i the liouseof the celebrated Dr. 
Ciininiin^. In early life lie was a soldier in the wai-s with thelii- 
diiiii^i. Itifing wonnded, lie was cajitnred, treated with severity 
at fii-st, ami afterwards with kindness. lie recciveit a cominissioit 
fi-um tlie Crown a^ Justice of tiie Peace, and at the beginning of 
the Revolution he became chairman of tlie committee of corre- 
siwndence, inspection and safety. After the war he acquired 
property and left bequests to the cliurcli, town. Harvard Col- 
lege, etc. 

Ck>iDg up Monument street toward the Battle Ground, 
the tirst of the old houses is that owned by Mr. Keyes, wliich 
was built by Eiisha .lone.?, the stepfather of Captain Is'athan 
Barrett, who had comniaud of a company at the Coiicoi*d 
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fight. This house stands on the left side of the road. 
It is one of the oldest in town, and was owned bv Elisha 
Jones at the time of the fight, and l)ore marks of age at that 
time. It remains much in the same foim, and the present 
owner John S. Keycs, Esq., has carefully preserveil many relics 
of the time, among which are copies of the old pictures of the 
battle, and a view of tiie town as it then existed. In the L 
part a bullet hole is plainly visible, which was made by a British 
bullet, near which is a portion of the old North Bridge nailed 
against a beam ; underneath this stands tlie stone across which / 
Capt. Isivac Davis fell. This stone formed a portion of a row 
which were used as stepping stones when the water was high on 
the causeway, and it was identified by certain stains which 
appear on it. The wife of a grandson of Col. Barrett lived in 
this house and used to relate lier vivid recollections of the day, 
as she watched tlie red coats march by the house as she stood 
at a window on a pile of salt fis^h which formed part of the 
stores concealed there. Her liusband\s father built a house on 
Ponkawtassett where Mr. Daniel Hunt also lived. 

On Ponkawta43Sett Hilly near these houses the min- 
lite men and militia went to watch the movements of the British, 
and after receiving reinforcements marched down to the high 
groundby Maj. Buttrick's house which still stands, and is now 
occupied b}'^ Mr. J. Derby. This house was built by Jonathan 
Buttrick in 1712, and the front part remains the same as in 1775, 
and it was in the possession of the Buttrick family until 1832. 
It is recorded on tlie grave stone ol Jo\\v\\\\axv ^wWxv^ ^^^^ 
thirteen MrelMnstnicU^d children io\\o\v^iSi\\vai V^ \>csa '^'^^^^ «>^>^^ 
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oi whom was Maj. Joliii Iluttrick the lit-ro of the Fight. His 
brothers Sitmufl. Juseph ;iinl Diiiiiel all litft their farms and 
served under tiie May at the bridge. TIjeir lioiisi's uie now 
standing on tiie Carlisle roiul above Poiikawhissett on thu farms 
which were given them by their father. Tlje IJiill Hill farm- 
house was also huilt long before 1775, and ii stni of the family, 
Benjamin Ball.was kiUed at Bunker Hill. The old Wbittiiker 
house was also where it is now, just behind PonkawtassetU 
The Hunt hou.se was the ohlest on tliis hill, and it was the one 
at which the Americans were siipplidd with food as they assem- 
bled on tlie hill waiting for Teinforcemciit>i. The house of 
Capt. Nathan Barrett ivho commanded the fourth c(»nipiiny at 
the fight, and who joiiiiid in the pursuit of the British, and was 
wounded in the afternoon of that day, was tieiu- Mr. Hnnt'son 
pDukawiassett; and (he bouse of his father,Col. James Bimctt, 
also st;Lnds near Annursnuck hill on the same s\int as it occu- 
pied in 1775. He was in comniau<l of the American forces 
engaged, and dischai^ed the onerous duties also of the arrange- 
ment and protection of the public stores. Being one of the 
most prominent men of the town, a jKuty of British soldiers 
searched his house as well as that of his brother which stood 
near. They were provided with refreshments by the wife of 
Col. Barrett who refused payment, saying : " We are com- 
manded to feed our enemies." She afterwards kept with reluc- 
tance the money which they threw into her lap, saying, "this 
is the price of blood." This heroic woman succeeded in con- 
cealing a quantity of aramunitinn, but fift^ doUans was taken by 
tAe ^ioitiiem who also arrested hec Bon^'^\\o\!i^=Vel^'iTs«a&a^.'&^a^a. 
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to liberate with the remark ^^ tliis is my son and not the master 
of the house." 

The vicinity of Col. Barrett's house is a very important 
l)oint in the history of the town, for his prominence as Col. of 
the Militia rendered him and liis property objects of peculiar 
importance and suspicion to liie Uritisli who were well informed 
through their spies of the state of things at Concord. For 
this reason a detachment of troops was sent to this house earlj' 
in the forenoon in the hope of capturing Col. Barrett himself, 
as well as some of the munitions of war wliich were known to 
be concealed there; some of them were saved by being buried 
in a newly-planted field and by being ingeniously hidden in 
other ways. The British had made a pile of the gun carriages 
and of the articles which they succeeded in finding, and were 
about to burn them when their attention was turned from the 
work of destruction by the sound of firing at the old North 
Bridge. 

On hearing the repeated voileys of musketry the company 
which numbered about one hundred men took up their line of 
march toward the center of the town which had been held by 
the main body of the troops, under Smith and Pitcairn, as they 
were in great danger of being cut off in their retreat. They 
had to march a distance of nearly two miles and were well 
aware, from small bodies of minute men who passed within 
sight, that the citizens of the neighboring towns were rapidly 
hastening to the relief of Concord. 

On their Tetwvn they were obUg^d to ^«css» o\^\ ^3w^ ^^^^^*^ 
Bridge where the Fight occurred, bwt \«^w ^\Ya5^'^$i.to^^'^^^^^*^^ 
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safety. o» the victorioiis Americans did not nttempt to follow 
the Hritisli willi wlintii lliey liad been engaged, on their wiiy 
lijick to the center i>r the tuwii, hut tliey cros.-<eil over the. giciit 
fields its before staled in oriler lo intercept the IJritish forces at 
Mt-rriam'a Corner. 

The college road which ik near the Barrett house is a lasting 
inemriria! of the time when Harvard College wa» removed to 
CoiiconI ill thf winter <»f 1775, hy order of the Provincial Con- 
gres.-4, as the college buildings at Cambridge were neede<l for 
the use of the soldiers of the AinericHJi Army. The Rev. Dr. 
Ripley and Dr. llnnl, and several other men afterwaril well 
known in the annals of their stjite, wore among those who 
made a visit to Concriril at this pet-iml. A letter of thanks 
from the President of the college is still extant, in which he 
expresses his griititnde and apologies in gnicefnl terms. The 
Profes,-*oi's were ((nartei-ed in several hnnaes in the village, the 
President himself residing at Dr. Minot's near the Middlesex 
hotel. 

Many of the students boarded nt the old mansion hmise, 
bnilt by Simon Willai-d, one of the fonnders-of the town, at 
the foot of Lee's hill. If tins article were not necessarily con- 
lined lo the Historical houses at present standings a jiicture 
of the Willard honse woniil be of great interest; but the 
building unfortunately was destroyed by iire about twenty 
years ago. 

This house stood on the farm of a noted tory named Lee, 

who wade bimseM ^i^ nniiopulivr t\»At he ■«»». eonfined to the 

limiL< of his fnitii. and h'geiid stiUes iWxt ^-Ve w\v.\vAe \-&'t». -«Vt\\ 
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returning from their drill often made a tjirget of his buildings. 
The house was owned formerly by the Woodis family with 
whom the Barrett, family were connected, and Josepl; Jiarrett^ 
Esq., a grandson of Col. James Harrett, owned and occupied 
it f*»r many years. He was a prominent citizen of Concord, 
and was appointed to many places of trust and honor, having 
been at the time of his death Treasurer of the Commonwealth. 
Opposite the Library stands the old inn, at which stages 
running between Boston and the up-country towns used to 
change horses. The swing sign marked " Shepard's Tavern," is 
now in the possession of Mr. R. N. Rice, who purchased the 
building, and has modernized it into a pleasant residence. 
Bigelow's tavern, another ancient inn, stood just below, and 
its extensive grounds comprise a part of his fine estate. In 
front of his stable stood the old jail in which British prisoners 
were confined in 1775. Mr. Rice conunenced business in the 
old green store which occupied the site of the Catholic church. 
He went to Michigan in 1846, in the service of the Michigan 
Central Railroad, of which he was afterwards general manager 
for thirteen years. In 1870, Mr. Rice built liis present house, 
and was prominent in various extensive town improvements, 
including Hubbard and Thoreau streets. Other gentlemen 
were associated with Mr. Rice, among whom were Mr. Samuel 
Staples, who has for years been an authority on the subject 
of real estate, and has lived in town for half a century. 

William Hunt, in connection with several other families, 
settled on tJie borders of the beautvtaV ^\,\^^\S!l \^\x\d^\sas. \sss^ 
become hUtoiic. They had braved \»\ve di-aw^vst^ ^'^ ^^'^ «^\«^\s!c^ 
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Atlantic to seek a new home in America, and they fearlessly 

faceU tlie hardships of a new life in the rugged wilderness 1 

where they s<iu;:^lit to establish a home secure in the blessings 

<»f civil and religious liberty. How well they builded is a part 

of the world's history. 

The descendants of William Hunt assembled to commem- 
orate the share that their ancestor had in the settlement of the 
town of Concoitl, bv a reunion of the different branches of 
the Hunt family, and their alliances, at Concord, Wednesday, 
Auc^ust 12, 1.^85. 

On the 1-ih of September, 1885, the town of Concord cele- 
brated its two hundred and tiftieth anniversary with appro- 
priate exercises. A coniniittee wiis a[)p<)inted to designate by 
tablets the chief places of note in connection with the early 
history of the town. This was done, and these tablets are fully 
described in the succeeding chapter. 



riTAPTER V. 

THE TABLETS, AND HOW TO UEACH THEM. 

The Willard Tablet, coinmeinoi*ating one of the founder 
of the town, is built into the wall which bounds the south- 
western end of the famous farm so often mentioned in these 
pages. To reach it from the Fitchburg Depot, keep to the left 
sidewalk of Nashawtuck avenue until Main street is crossed. 
The last liouse on the right, before reaching the one on the 
corner of Main street, is the one in wliich Mi-s. Pratt, the Meg 
of " Little Women," died in August, 1893. The walk on the 
right side of Main street leads to the tablet which is on the 
hill after crossing the Stone Bridge. T\\^ ^aXJv'^X* \^'ii»^\ 
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OS THIS FARM DWKI.T 
SIMON WILLAUU 
ONE OP THE ForNDEHS OF OONCOUD 
WHO DID GOOD HEltVlCK FOR 
TOWN AND COLONY 
FOR MOKE THAN FOKTV YEARS. 
Simoa WilUrd was a soldier and eiigineei-, and one of the 
rst settlers, 1635. He was instrumental In the purchase and 
] <ying out of the six mile square tract which formed tlie 
plantation. One of the corner boundaries still remains, now in 
tlie town of Carlisle, which consists of lai^e rouks piled up by 
Mr, Willard and his associates, fn I'hilip's War he went 
to the defence of Brookfield, as did the pious Major Wheeler, 
one uf whose descendants has lately pnrchased the estat«. 
" Up 10 old Brookfield jusi in time the plus Wheeler went 
With old queen's arm and muskaloon Philip to circumvent 
Men who could fi^ht as well as pra;-, the (.rafty sai-age saw, 
Could equal him in strategy and conquer him in war." 

Simon Willai'd was the licod ol tha tiuiod family oi that 
name which has furnished Harvard College with two Presi- 
dents, one of whom was a minister, as many of his descendants 
have abo been. Tory Lee was for many years confined to the 
limits of this farm on the penalty of being shot by the minute- 
men if he left it. 

OS THE HILL NASHAWTUCK 

AT THE MEETING OF THE RIVERS 

AND ALONG THE BAl^KS 

LIVED THE INDIAN OWNERS OF 

BEFORE THE WHITE M,ES CKVCfi 




The Tablet ^t ^Rock. 
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This tiiblet is at Egg Rock, wliich is a central bound of this 
same Nashawtuck Farm wliicli owes its name to the Indian 
title, wliich means the meeting of llie waters. From its situa- 
tion on the promontory it can Ije reached best by a canoe-trip 
of half a mile from the Stone Bridge near by. The Squaw 
Sachem alluded to on the next tablet is supposed to have lived 
near the point marked by the above inscription, which is cut 
upon a rock on the shore of the river. The Squaw Sachem 
was a pei*son of influence, whom legend says ruled the tribe 
wisely and well, and tlie town has certainly been under female 
dominion ever since. In her career was solved the question 
which has for so many yeai-s agi tilted the minds of the advocates 
of Woman's Rights. 

"The woman's right to labor to her was not denied. 
The good man smoked the pipe of peace, a helpmeet was his bride ; 
She built the lodge, and cooked the food, and brought the wood and water. 
And patiently did all the work as every woman * oughter.' " 

The Squaw Sachem is said to have afterwards given up her 
independence by marrying the medicine-man, as many widows 
have done before her, and her son was one of the praying 
Indians conveited by Eliot and Gookin. Some idea of the 
power of this remarkable squaw may be gathered fi-om the 
tablet which stands on Lowell street, in front of tlie second 
house from the Square on the right hand side, which marks 
the former home of the Rev. Peter Bulkley, who was the 
minister who led his church from Newtown to settle iiL 
Concord. 
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HEKE !>■ THK HOITSE fW THK 

REVKIlKXlJ PETKU mri.KKI.KY 

Plt;ST MISlsTKIt ANP (INK tlF THB 

FIHNIlKIiS OF THIS TIIWN 

A BAIUiAEN WAS MAKE WITH THE 

SQCAW SACHEM THB SAUAMUKK TAHATTAWAN 

AND OTHER INDIANS 

WHO THEN SOLD THB RIGHT IN 

THE SIX MILES SQUAKE CALLRD UONUUItD 

TIJ THE ENCLISIl PLANTERS 

AND GAVE THEM PEACEFUL TOSSESSION 

OF THE LAND 

A.D. 1636. 



On account of the [wacefiil manner of its piiiclinse, the nnme 
of tlie [ilHiitation waa chaii^tl fioiu Musketaiftiid to Concord, 
a name whieli its inliabitantti ttave kIiowii tlmir right to by the 
most active [mrticipation in every battle since, from King 
Philip's to the great KeljeUion, including the uprising agsiinst 
Sir Edmund Andros and Shays's Rebellion. 

Returning to ihe Square, u{K>n the right side of which, near 
the head of Loweli street, is the tablet which nmrks the site of 
the first Town and Court House, which building was set on fire 
by the British troo[ts, who plundei-ed it in their search for 
stores ; but a wontin who lived near persuaded them to put out 
the fire by saying there was a large quantity of gunpowder in 
the building. Her ancient bill for this service was presented 
^t the last centeDnial anniversatj ot ft* to-ww. 
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NEAR THIS SPOT STOOD 

THK FIRST TOWN HOrSK 

rSEI) FOR TOWN MKKTINGS 

AND THK COUNTY COURTS 

1721-1794. 

On the other side of the Square the following tablet is on the 
wall in front of the burial ground: 

on this hill 

the settlers of concord 

built their meeting-house 

near which thev were buried, 

on the southern slope of the ridge 

wei:e their dwellings during 

the first winter, 

below it they laid out 

their first road and 

on the summit stood the 

libep.ty-pole of the revolution. 

This old graveyard, which is more fully described in another 
place, is the oldest in town, and is full of quaint inscriptions, 
the most of which are on the side towards the village ; and 
legend says that the three earliest ministers of Concord were 
buried in one tonil>, the exact locality of which is not certain. 
Antiquarians and others interested in searching for their ances- 
tors are referred to the book descvib^d ^V^cvn^^ ^\s^^ ^«aj^ ^^=5*^ 
seen at the Library. 



THI-. CQxcoKi) oriDh jiook: 




Gateway 



lie way west of the burial grouiiil, in front of tlie Tlntta-^' 
iircli, is a tablet descriptive of the stirring scenes which 
jcurred near the spot. 
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FIKST rUOVlNCIAL CONGRESS 

OP DELKGATES FROM THE TOWNS OP 

31 ASSACH USKT TS 

WAS CALLKI) 15V CONVENTIONS OF 

THE PEOI'LK TO MEET AT CONCORD ON THE 

ELEVKNTH DAV OF OCTOBER 1774. -x 

THE DELEGATF^S ASSEMBLED HERE 

IN THE MEETING HOUSE ON THAT DAY, 

AND ORGANIZED 

WITH .lOHN HANCOCK AS PRESIDENT 

AND BENJAMIN LINCOLN AS SECRETARY. 

CALLKD TOGETHER TO MAINTAIN 

THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, 

THIS CONGRESS 
AS^?UMED THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE 
AND BY ITS MEASURES PREPARED THE WAY 
FOR THE WAR OF THE REVOLUTION. 

In sight of tliis tablet are two interesting buildings, the yel- 
low block on tlie right, and the Wright Tavern on the left. 
From the door on the upper corner of the yellow block, Lieut.- 
Col. Robinson came forth on the 19th of April, before going 
to the fight as a volunteer aid to Major Buttrick. The Wright 
Tavern, of which a picture, and description are given, is owned 
by the churclu and two legends of it are alluded to in these 
verses : 

r 

*• The legend tells that in this house, the >ilver of the church 
Was hidden in a keg of soap away from British search. -y- 
Certain it is her ancient creed so guarded sacred thin^^ 
Th:it to her solemn vermes tvo ?»o^\ ^o?c^ ^n^\ ^x^"^- 
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Oat Brown once kept the tavern Wright, and n l>ravc m.-tn was lie. 

For in the Boston tea-pany he heljied to pour ilie tea. 

TWii fact is chiseled on hi« stone and gr:ive stones never lie. 

But always :^peak the living truth ju^I as do you and I.'' • 

Crossing tlie street, and turning to tlie left, tlie sidewiilk 
leads to the tablet at Meniam's Comer, alung the roiid to 
Lexington, passing many remarkable )ioii»es in the following 
onler: the rougli-cast house once oceupJed hy a sui^eoii of the 
Revolutionary war. the two houses of the patriot brotliei-s Lee, 
who also did gooil service in the same w.u: and the houses 
owned by Captain Brown. The fifst of these, in whicli the 
leather accoutrements were made for tlie soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion, is now owned by Mrs. Juliit Clark, a resident of tlm town 
for seventy years, and closely identified with its chaiitable 
work : she also once occupied the next house, which was the 
home of Capt. Brown, and is now the headqtntrters of the 
Antignarian Society, In tliis house she has entertuiiied 
many remarkable guests, including Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
his eccentric aunt, Mary Moody Emerson, and the family 
of John Brown, who spent much time there between his 
visit to Katisan and Harper's Ferry. The Concord Antiqua- 
rian Society, described in another chapter, now occupies this 
house. The next below is one of the oldest in town, having 
been the home of John Beaton, who founded the charity which 
has for two hundred years helped the silent poor of the town. 
A few rods below, the house of Ralph Waldo Emerson, which 
he occupied from 1835 until his death in 1882, is on the 
opposite side of the road. Ascending tVe \\\\\ Y'^'I'^^- ^Vtsw*:,'?. 
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green-houses, the School of Philosophy is reached, in the same 
lot with the Orchard House, where the Alcott girls lived in 
their prime. In the great trees near the front door the owls 
and squirrels congregate as in the days of the ^* Little Women ; " 
and from Jo's room, which faced the south, their merry gambols 
could be overlooked. Amy's room was behind her sister's, and 
both rooms are decorated by lier pen and brush. Wayside, the 
home of the Ilawthornes from 1852 until Mr. Hawthorne's 
death, is the next in line. 

A few rods below, the parent vine still bears Concord gi'apes, 
although its originator, Mr. Bull, has retired to the village. 
After walking a half-mile farther, the same sidewalk brings one 
to Merriam's Corner and to this tfiblet. 

THK BIIITISH TROOPS 

KETKKATING FROM THE 

OLD NORTH BRIDGE 

WEL'E hei:e attacked in flank 

\\\ THE MEN OF CONCORD 

AND NEIGHBORING TOWNS 

AND DRIVEN UNDER A HOT FIRE 

TO CHARLESTOWN 

The Medford and Reading compjinies, under the command of 
Gov. Brooks, were joined by the Concord minute-men who had 
marched across the great fields after their victory, and a sharp 
skirmish took place. 

ON THIS FIELD 
THE MINUTEMEN AND MILITLA 
FORMED BEFORE MARCHING 
DOW^ TO TWE» 
FIGHT AT TYVV. TiVA\>G^ 



-6 riih coxcoKij i, (//>/-: hooa'. \ 



The above tablet marks the i)hice where the little band 
of minute-men awaited re-enforcements from the neighboring 
towns, iiefore marching down to the bridge. The ai)proach to 
this by water hiis alrea<ly i>een described. The road which goes 
around the twrnmile Square i)asses it al)out midway ; and it can 
be reached i\\%m the Square by Lowell or jVIonunient streets, 
by a very pleasant walk past the old Jones house, the Manse, 
the Battle-field, the home of Major Buttiick, and the tablet 
which marks the former home of Rev. Peter Bulklev. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



HOUSES OF LITERARY INTEREST. 

The Home of Ralph Waldo Emerson is a plain, square, 
wooden house, standing in a grove of pine trees, which conceal 
the front and side from the gaze of passers. Tall chestnut 
trees ornament the old-fashioned yard, through which a road 
lefids to the plain, yellow barn in the rear. A garden fills half 
an acre at tlie back, and has for vears been famous for its roses 
and also has a rare collection of hollyhocks, the flowers that 
Woidsworth loved, and most of ihe old-time annuals and 
shrubs. From the road a gate, wliich is always open, leads 
over marble flag-stones to the broad, low step before the hospit- 
able door. 

77 



A long hilt! divides the centra of the house, with two huge 
Kjiiiii'e ruom-: on (;:tch side; a jthiJii, solid Uihle ntiiiids at thi- 
rij;litof this eiitrv. mcr which is iiit old piclm-e of Ganvmedp. 

The first iluor uii llie right lends to the study, a phiiii, Kqiiai-e 
room. lined on otu side with simple wooden shelves lilled witii 
choice hnxik.-!; a Urge inaliogiiiij- table stands in the middle, 
covered with books, and by tlie morocco writing pad lies the 
l#n which has iiad so great an influence for twenty-five yciviit 
nn the thoughts of two continents. A lai^e fire-place, witli 
a low grate occupies tlie lower end, over which liaiigs 
a fine copy of Michael Aiigelo's Fates, the faces of the strong- 
niiiided women frowning njxin all who would disturb with idle 
tongues this liaiiut of solemn llionglit. On the mantle shelf are 
busts and .-tatiiettes uf men prominent in the great refornis (»f 
the age. and a quaint, rough idol brought from the Nile. A 
few c.lmiLt engravings hang upon the walls, and the pine trees 
shade the windows. 

Two doors, one on each side of the great fire phiee, lend into 
the large parior which fills the southern qmirler of the house. 
This room is hung with curtains of crimson and carpeted witli 
a warm culor. and when a bright fire is blazing on tlje broad 
hearth reflected ui the large mirror opposite, the effect is cheer- 
ful ill the extreme. A beautiful portrait of one of the daugh- 
ters of the house is hung In this pleiisant and homelike i-ouui, 
whose home circle seems to reach around the world ; for almost 
every person of note who has vi.sited this country, has enjoyed 
its genial hospitalitv, and listened with attentioti to the words 
o/ ui.^lom from the kindly uiastei ot t\\e \iovwe — W^ \&wss. 
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modest and most gifted writer, atul deepest thinker of the age. 
Veara «po the cliatty, little Fredt^rikii lireiner paid a long visit 

in.'vi', vi livisl; ulil l^iily, as testli>ss us liev tongue 
nnd peii. Here .Miii'giiiet Fuller mid tlie other 
briyht iigiirea of y/iei>*a/met for cuiiversiitioii. 
'i'liorenu wius a duily visitor, and liis '■ Wood- 
Notetj" might Imve been unutleied but for tbti 
kind eiicoiirageineiit iie found here, Tiie Al- 
coUs, fiUhtr arid daughter, 
"f re iisiir ntiglilioi-^:, and it was 




HOME OF LUEHSON. 

in this i-oom tliat Mr, Alcott's earliest "Conversations" ^ 
lield. now so well known. Ueve, \oo, o\\ iv\\\\ ^xw^w-^ 



Uii I'l lie met. i\ \t\niu, [Kvtr]y->\rii!istiil uiil farmer, seeming out 
(if pliice, tiiid itli!i<iil)i'tl ill his own plans itiitit some ^tlliisioii, 
01' I'haiiiT ri-rii.iik, wmild !ii-e lii« soul iiiiil light up liis niyged 
I'eatiin-s. 

But a dozen vuliimes woiild not give spiice enough to mention 
ill full the many guests fiiun foreign lands, who have been 
entertHine)! at tiiis house, which is also a favorite place for the 
villagei-s to visit. The KchtHil-chilcireii of Coiiijord ure enter- 
tiiiiied here eiery jear with merry games and daui^s, aiitl they 
Iwik forwanl with great iutei-est to the eventful occasion. 

Tlie lioiir^- WHS partially desti-oyed hy fire in the spring of 
1873, and was i-elinilt as nearly as ixissihlo like the fimner. 
During the Itnilding a )iortion of the family found shelter in the 
Olrl Mausf. the Iwime of Mr. Emeraoirsgi-uidfatlier, while Mr. 
Emerson himself visited Europe. Ujion his return an im- 
pri'iiipMi reception took place ; the citizens gathered at the 
dqwl in ciow.Is. the school children Wfre drawn up in two 
smiling rows, through which lie passed, greeted by enthusiastic 
cheers and songs of welcome. All followed bis carrii^ to the 
house and «ung '-Home, Sweet Home," to the music of the 
band. A few days afterward he invited all his fellow-citizens 
to call and see liiin in his new home, and nearly all the inhabi- 
tnits availed themselves of the opportunity. 

The house stands on aji old country road, up which the 

Briti-'h marched on the memorable 19th of April, 1775. It is 

not necessary to speak of the writings of Mr. Emerson, as they 

jirp too well-kiionn to need mention here. Mr. Emerson died 

9a the ■27th o( April, 1882, and was WrveA. o\\ xVe ^t^W^^'^Sxi.'^ 
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Suiidaj'. At the public funeral in the old church, Jinlge Hoar de- 
livered an adilress and read one of Watts's hymns; Dr. Furness 
read selections fr(»ni the Sia-iptunvs ; Hcv. James Fieeniaii (""iarke 
gave an address, and after a jirayer by Rev. Howard M. Brown, 
followed a sonnet by Mr. Alcott. 

The Old Manse which has been at various times the home 
of Eniei-son, stands at the left of the Battle Ground and is 
approached bj' an avenue of noble trees, which were originally 
black ash, a tree very rare in this part of New Enghind. Many 
of these ash trees have died from age, and their places have 
been supplied by elms and maples. Two high posts of granite 
mark the entrance to the avenue, which extends fur about two 
hundred feet to the door of the house. Opposite, across the 
narrow country road, a hill overlooks the village, and gives a 
fine view of the winding river, and distant mountains. A 
solitary poplar crowns the summit of the hill, and affords a 
landmark to the river- voyager, as it can be seen for miles up 
and down the stream. A ronuintic legend is connected with 
this tree, about a party of young girls who were at school in 
the Old Manse, each of whom caused a tree to be set out, and 
called by her name. Year by year, the girls and trees grew up 
together in grace and beauty. At length, one by one, the old 
ladies died, and the trees died too, until one very old lady and 
this old weather-beaten poplar, alone remained. The lady for 
whom the sui-^iving poplar was named, has gone to her rest, and 
the tree seems likely to follow before long. 

The larg^e field at the left of t\v^ 0\^ ^V^\\^^>^\k^ ^isv^^^^ 
it from ^Ae Battle Ground, was, eew^xm^?. ^^o.SJcvr. ^^^ ^"^ ^ 



7-/// rnxrofo <:(■//>/• jinoA: 

liidiait villaj;.-, aii.l ufkii nmjili aiii.ws itixl (tiK'ui-liciMls have 
UvH tiirnr.1 ii]. I.y tli« iiI-hrIi. Tlic wivayi-s i.inlH.bly iiliose 
tiii>s'-ntlL- .^loj.,- Im lliH riv.-r fur tito «ik<.- of tl..- Ii:.li ttilh wli'n^h 
it llifii mImhiiuIciI. for ll.« i-jirticr wttl<r,H n-j^irt Ji iilciiliriil 
>upi>ly of sliatl itiiil I'almuii, where now )Ki<>r liulc- brcniiiu Hixl 
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horn-pouts alone tempt the idle fisherman. Behind the house 
there extends to the river an ancient orchard of apple trees, 
which is in itself a monument nf energy and faith, for it 
wan set br Dr. Ripley, who came to iW house in 1778, as 
rated below. The house, bu\\t ios "ftftN . 'W'ii&Mtt ■^■msswkia. 
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ill the year 1766, ami occupied hy him the next ye«ir after 
his marriage to a daughter of the Rev. Daniel Bliss, with the 
exception of a ftfW yt*ars win n it was occupied by Hawthorne, 
has always beiMi the home of ministers and the descendanU ot 
the builder. Ncarl}' all the old New England ministers have 
been entertsiined under its roof, and many questions afFecting 
the beliefs of the age have been here discussed and settled. 
The room in which this article is written, Wiis the study of the 
Rev. Ezra Ripley, who as stilted elsewhere married the widow 
of the builder of the home, and here thousiUids of sermons 
have doubtless been written. It is a small, square ix)om with 
high wainscot and oaken beams overhead, with a huge fire-place 
where four-foot sticks used to burn on great, high, brass 
andirons. 

It Wcis in this room, too, that the ghost used to appear, 
accoi-ding to Hawthorne, but it [)n»bal)ly (MiIv existed in his 
brilliant imagination. Often, on a winter night, the latch of 
the old door luis lifted without human help, and a gust ot cold 
wind has swept into the room. 

Opposite the study, is a larger room, which is modernized by 
rare photographs and recent adornments, and is used as a parlor 
by its present ownei*s, the gi-andchildren of the original pro- 
prietoi*s. From this apartment a door opens into the ancient 
dining-room, in which the old-time ministers held their solemn 
feasts, and it is said that they were well able to appreciate the 
good cheer which covered the long table that nearlj'' filled the 
narrow hall. In one corner of this rooim ^.tawds ^ taJi <!.lc«k^ 
looking across at its life-long co\tvipmva\i^ >iXNfc ^wjl^v^^^ ^^^«-^v 



S4 THE COXCOHD GCiDE BOOK. 

Dr. Riple}' ; and a set of curious, old, high4Mcked ohain reoall 
the davd of our upri^lit ancestors. 

Opp«»8ite this rin»in \^ a big kitohen with iti4 eiiortnoua fire- 
place, which tweuty-tivo years ago waa u^ed wholly by the 
presseiit occupants for all purposea of cooking. The hooka 
which held the long, iron crane on which the pots and kettlea 
hung still remain, altliough a moderQ cooking stove occupies 
the chief part of the broad hearth. 

The Old Manse was the principal house of the town for many 
years, and probably the only one which had two stories, as 
almost all of the houses of its period were built with a lean-to. 
It was ailso the only one which Wiis built with two chimneys, 
thus giving a huge garret, which is rich in the curious lumber 
of two generations, and stored with literature enjoyed only by 
the Siguier and tlie niotli. In one corner, on the southern side, 
is a curious little room which hiis been always known as the 
'•Saints' Chamber," its walls bearing inscriptions in the hand- 
writing of the holv men who have rested there. 

The room over the dining-room is perhaps the most interest- 
ing, for it was here that Emerson wrote "Nature" and also 
many of his best poems. Hawthorne describes this room, 
which he also used as his study, in his " Mosses from an Old 
Manse," which was also written here. It has three windows 
with small cracked panes of glass bearing inscriptions traced 
with a diamond, probably by some of the Hawthorne family. 
From the northern window the wife of the Rev. William 
Emerson iratched the progress of the 19th of A^ril fight ; and 
one hundred years later, on the same ^^^^ Ve^ 5gc^\\^^\\.^\ft\, 
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who now occupies tlie ruoiii, pointed out to her guests tlie 

long pruueMsioii 
dedicate the new 
aiiuiversary of 
Manse, as before 
for years the 
of whom a short 



lionored men who niiiix-hed 
uvev the iild ?^oit)i IJiitlgij 
inoiiuineiit and celebrate t 
the inemoiithle drty. The Old,; 
mentioned, wiis 
home of Ur Ezra '^^'^'-^i^ 
Sketcli tiil 




Miis born May 1st, 
, >it Woodstock, Conn. 
vi-t the fifth of nine- 
iddren. His father 
iB bom iu Hiiigham, 
iss , on the farm first 
nih%-.edby Wm. Ripley 
Ftifjland, at the fiivt 
■lit, of the town. Thtr- 
s ago the seventh and 
eighth gniierations still lived 
on this fiirm. By his own 
exoi'tionti, and the patron^e 
of Dr. Forbes, of Gloucester, he fitted himself for collepe, 
and entered Harvard University in July, 1772. Owing to his 
high moral and religious character, he was called by his class- 
mates " Holy Ripley." He became the pastor of the church 
in Concord, Nov. 7, 1778. The times were disordered and 
the currency depreciated^ His aaAaxy ol ^NfeVx«Ax^^».^^&^ 
pounds, when paid, was foui\A to \)e vjo^^ w^'J ^^^'i V^"**-*^ 
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For maiiy jcars he did » man's work in ilic (i«kl, moi-e tlmii 
three iU)» out "f llie weak on iiti HvunigH, to onpiwii. hiw frtinily. 
Sciircely aiiv minUu-r ever turjk «o dit-ii uii iut^iest in ili« t«m- 
poi-al prosperity uf liis jieoplu iis l>r. liipley. The honor of the 
tuwii UiiB almost iis detir to iam iis Lhitt of his own faniily. 
EducatioH, temperance, and inoriila were the wibject** of hin 
watchful care. He formed, more than seventy yeara ago, ner- 
hapa tlie first Temperance Society tljat ever waa formed. He 
went round among his [>eopie and got them to agree to haiuslt 
intoxicating drinks from fnin-rals. lint tlie following extracts 
from a notice of him hy Mr, R. W. Emerson, will he more 
Appreciated: 

" He was a natural gentleman — no ditiidy, courtly, hospitable, 
manly and public spirited, hid nature boeial, his house . open to 
all men. His brow was open and serene to his visitors — for he 
loved men and he had nu studies, no ocuupiitions which com- 
pany could internijjt. His friends were his study, and to see 
them, loosened his talents and Ids tongue. 

"He wiks open-handed, just, and generous. Ingratitude and 
meanness iu his beneficiaries did not wear out his compassion. 
He bore the insult, and the next day hia basket for the beggar, 
and his horse and chaise for the cripple were at their door. A 
man of anecdote, his talk in the parlor was chiefly narrative. 
We remember the remark of a gentleman who listened with 
much delight to his conversation, * that a man who could tell a 
storj- so well, w a.* company for kings,' An eminent skill be 
i^<id in 58yinn: difficult and remarkable things. Was a man a 
sot or a epeitdthritt, or suspected ol wime\\\\4e.w. wmv%,q^ \«Ji, 
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he quarreled with ]iis wife, or collared iiis fatlier, or was there 
ftny cloud or suspicious circumstances in his behavior, the good 
pastor knew his way iitniight to that point. In all such passiiges 
he justified himself to the conscience, and commonly to the 
love, of the person concerned. He was the more competent to 
these searching discourses from his knowledge of family history. 
He knew every body's grandfather, and seemed to talk with 
each person rather as the representative of his liouse and name 
than as an individual. This, and still more his sympathy, made 
him iiicompamble in his parochial visits, iit his exhortations and 
prayers with sick and suffering jwrsons." 

The Home of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. Mr, Hawthorne 
returned to Concord from Len- 
nox in 1852, and bought of Mr. 
Alcott the Nniall house which 
with later additions became 
his home. It then hail about 
twenty acres of farm and wood 
land attached. It stands close 
upon the wayfaring of the Lex- 
ington road, about a mile sonth- 
ward from the centre of the vil- 
\ lage, and Hawthorne gave to the 
place a name of his own choice, 

ME. HAWTHORNE'S IKKSTAND. "Thc WaysidC." 

Only a f«ff xwis. fe-^'N. *As!fe 
windows of the front, but sepavateA Itotvx 'Co% ^ov«A-*.Ni>i ■« 
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lieil^«, i:i tilt? Iiigliway, alfiiig wliich the Hrititili troops fidvuiiced, 
ipril li'. 177o, iiiiil upaiii retreiiteil after their repulse by the 
?li(iiite Men. A few feil heliiiitt ilie liuiiiJu ii ntlge of land 
slnpes ii[)\var(i tn :l ht-ight of sixty i)r seventy I'eet, riiiiiiiiig be- 
side tlie i-oiid froQi the villuge to a [toiiit Iteyoiid the liouue ; 
and from the crown of thi^ I'idge, piifTs of Kinoke and flame on 
the iiiemomble battle-day allowed where tlie jiiitriotic fanners 
were ported to pick off (lie g^eTladier^ below and liuii their 
retreat into rout. About one half of the liouBe an it now is 
existed at that time, and the low ceilings witii heavy beams 
coming through, together with tlie ganibrel roof of the older 
part, allot ili> antiquity. 

Altbongli the name of ■'The Wiivside " applies to the pliysi- 
calsitiiaiioii, Ilau tlinnie probably also connected with itufiiiici- 
fiilsymbolisin. In the prefatory letter to a friend accompanying 
" The Snow lunige,"' he wrtile : " Was there ever aiich a weary 
dehiy ill obtaining the .>liglitfst recognition from tiie puldic as- 
in my cnse? I sat down hy the uayxide of life, like a man 
under encliantinent, and a shrubbery sprung up around ine and 
the bushes grew to be saplings, and the saplings became trees, 
until no exit appeared possible througli the entangling deptlis 
of my obscurity." I think it pleased him to conceive of him- 
self, even after he became famous, as sitting by the wayside 
and obserring the show of human life while it flowed by him. 
What was only a fancy at the time he wrote thus, in regaixl to 
the springing up of a mnze of trees, has become fact in the 
dense, tidl growth of firs, pitch-pines, larches, elms, oaks and 
whJte-birch, which now envelopes Ocie VSA. "^Viw^ (A "Oftesfc _ 
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were set out by his direction, and give the scene the impress of 
his taste. Close by the porch, too, is a flourishing hawthorn 
tree, which serves as a silent record of his name. 

The whole place seems to be imbued with his character — 
open to all the world, yet unobtrusive and retiring, and pro- 
vided with mysterious, sheltered retreats. The rambling house 
has a plain domestic air; and one end is covered with rose- 
vines and woodbine ; but the dark pines in front of the lawn, 
and the prevalence of evergreen trees on the hill, introduce a 
shadow}* presence like that of serious thoughts or a musing 
mind. Hearing the wind stir in their branches, one recalls 
Longfellow's dirge for Hawthorne, in which the pine tree's 
murmur is spoken of as 



" The voice so like his own. 



t» 



A thicket of locust trees in one place spreads a drift of snowy 
blossoms among tiie darker boughs in June; and the leafy hill- 
side distills sweet perfumes and a dewy coolness at the close of 
hot summer days. 

From the house and ridge you look over fertile meadows to. 
otiier low wooded hills. ** To me,'' wrote Hawthorne, " there 
is a peculiar, quiet charm in these broad meadows and gentle 

eminences. The}' are better than mountains A few 

summer weeks among mountains, a lifetime among green 
meadows and placid slopes .... such would be my sober 

choice." 

Here he wrote his " Tangle wood Tales" for children^ before 
going to Europe. On retvirmug \ve. y^o^w^^^V^'^^Vx^^^vs^^^^ 



1 Tim co.ycOKO oi/oh fooAr. 

ketcbes, which furmed t)ie volume culled " Our Old Home ;* 
and he wa^ engaged ui>oii liis last, ujifiiiislit^d roiiiunce wlieti, 
gdiiig fur a sliurt journey with the hope to recover .strength, he 
died away from home. This incomplete work, "Septimius 
Feltoii," has since heen published. Its scene is hiid ftt The Way- 
side itself; and as the period chosen wii:^ thiil of tlie lievolii- 
tion, suidi a setting v/as eminently tit. But there was another 
reason for il. The subject of " SepLimus " was a man's searcli 
for the meiins of earthly immortality, and by a curious coinci- 
dence one of the former occupants of Tlie Wayside had been 
interested in this same subject. " I know nothing of the his- 
tory of the house," said Hawthorne in a letter to a friend, " ex- 
cept Thoreau's telling me that it was inhabited a generation 
or two ago by a man who believed he should never die. I 
believe, however, he is dead; at least I hope so; else he may 
probably appear and dispute my title to hia residence." He 
never did iippear in the flesh, bnt Hawthorne seems to have 
secured him immortality here below (though of a different 
kind), by putting him into a book. 

H this deathless person haunts the place at all, it must be in 
the form of a gray owl fond of appearing near the house at twi- 
light, or else of the whip-poor- wills and squirrels which also 
fret^uent the neighborhood. 

When he came back from England and Italy Hawthorne 

made some changes and additions, among other things putting 

np a small square structure above the main building. This he 

called "the tower," in half playful reminiscence of the tower 

he bad so laucb enjoyed in the \\\\a. o^ "W.ow'sjft Ci-iXa, -wHia 
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Florence. The top room of this tower he used as his study. 
Its character was very simple. A few pictures hung upon the 
walls, and on the mantel were two or three ornaments. His 
writing table was of the plainest style, having at one side a 
desk with a sloping lid, and at the other some drawers. On it 
stood the inkstand — still preserved — which he used in 
writing *'The Marble Faun" and his later works. It is 
an Italian bronze, with a cover representing the well- 
known Boy Strangling a Swan. In his last yeare Haw- 
thorne sought relief from writing in a cramped position 
by using a standing desk which he had had made near 
one of the windows. From any of these windows one 
may look out upon the tree-tops, and some of the branches 
on one side almost brush the panes. Placed above the 
rest of the house and approached by a steep flight of cov- 
ered stairs from the second story the room is thoroughly 
secluded and at the same time commands the pleasantest 
influences of its rural surrounding. 

But besides this Hawthorne had another study, out-of- 
doors, his favorite resort — the crest of the ridge already 
mentioned, behind the house and looking down on its roof, 
the lawn, the road and the meadows. The tangle of trees 
and underbrush extends back over the high ground un- 
broken for about half a mile, and on the edge of this 
Hawthorne used to pace up and down, among the sweet- 
fern and wild blackberries, meditating on whatever he 
purposed to write. 

From the lawn below the \vvW \ \vaN^ V^O^^^ n^^ -^^^ 



s«?eii Mr. Hawtiioriie's dark, ({tiiet figiira pasning ^lowl^ 
across the <iini liglit of mingled sky iiml brandies, Ids 
tread measiirt>d. and Ids liettd bent — und lie sht^imed to be 
at one with llinse Mirrotiiidings, of eloqnent und sombre 
I iiies, and the uudoyiiig scent of the sweet-fern. Mr. 
litwthorne'.s long out-diior meditations in comptiNing were 
explained by a ventiirk he once miule, that if he found 
be had been compuMng from a mood, lie felt idmost guilty 
of having ppipetiHled a lie. 

The time fur this m-iis iifti^rnuun, and the morningH 
were usually given t3 writing. There on Ins Mount of 
Vision, as Mrs. Hawtlionie called it, be dreamed perhaps 
as many unwritten books a« those lie published. His con- 
stant pacing along Llie brow of tlie bill wore an irregular 
p.uh tbt^re, whicii is still visible. 

Since Hawtliorne's death in 1864 nothing has been done 
to preserve the path his footsteps made ; yet nature, as 
if by a secret sympathy ^viih bis genins, lias thus far 
refused to obliterate it, and it remains distinct amid the 
bordering wild-growth. 

During the last year of his life he occupied very often 
the small lower room upon the \oR, of the house, where 
his books were collected. Here, in a voice rich and smooth, 
and changing in sympathetic cadence with tlie flow of wit 
and pathos, he read aloud the novels of Sir Walter Scott 
tA bis fiimily. 

The pToperty passed into the hands of his son-in-law, 
George Pursons Lathrop, in l&l?', wVo «»\?k- ^X. "^ '>^*.'^-, 
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1883, to Daniel Lothrop, Esq., the well-known publisher 
whose energy, jiulgment and literary taste have made his 
large and iJiMirishing publishing house a power in the 
world of h'tters. 

Since his death in 1(Si>2. Mrs. Lothrop has used The Wayside 
as a sunnner residence, the fannh^ spending their winters in 
Boston. 

She has left the grounds unaltered from the original designs 

of Alcott and Hawthorne, only putting the estate in thorough 
order. The interior shows every relic of Hawthorne care- 
fully preserved, while his old home is made beautiful with 
all the surroundings of a cultured taste. 

Mrs. Lothrop has made her nom de plume of Margaret 
Sidney a househohl word in thousands of homes and hearts, 
by her sparkling contributions to the juvenile and other 
magazines, as well as b}' her delightful cliildren's books of 
which ''The Five Little Peppers; and How They Grew," and 
"What The Seven Did" are very popular. 

July 27, 1884, their daughter Margaret was born, 
probably the first child born for a century under this ancient 
roof. 



'Neath the philosophic arches 
Of the solemn pines and larches, 

Where of old the moody genius dreamed. and wrote. 
Winsome baby talk beguiles 
All the dim and shaded aisles, 

To echo with a higher, truer note. 



o Til! coxroKn crinn hook. 

.\[iss Eliziil-elh I". I*..al.<»ly. ii hiMcr of Mrs. n^wtlionie, lias 
(leri)tetl licrself tliroiigii u long »ik1 busy life to pliilaiitiiropic 
»ii>i e'ltiL-iiti<iiiul hilxir-. U was cliieily tlnoii^li lier iii»tnimen- 
tiiiiry \\\.\X lijt' kiii(l(-i:;iirteii whs iiitfudiicml into this cudiitiy. 
She iiiis written iimi;li iiiimi tliis iiml kiiidretl subjects, beiii^' one 
of the few close iDterpreters of Froebel'is system of cbilil-fieTel- 
opmeiit. 

The I'li'-t Cliiiriiiiiig,wh(i luis lived in town Cur forty years, 
WA> d. frii-.id of Eiriersi.ii, Ihnvthonie, and Tliomui ; of the last 
he li.i;i writlKii n liiograpliy, iis well as iiiiiiiy otlier hooks in 
]ir.~? iind ver-ip, tl»! Wst of which, " Near Hume," is a poetical 
giii'it' liotik of Concord. 

Thoreau was born in Concord on the 12th of July, 1S17, 
and i^ntdiuited nt Harvard Coltegt: in 1H37. Having a distaste 
i'oriiil professions he worked at tlie nianiifautiire cif lead pencils 
uiiiil lie li:td inude one vvliicb was pronounced [lurfect liy the 
diemisLs and deiilei-s and fully equal to the best of foreign 
mannfauliire, and then said lie wouid make oo more. 

Ill writing of Thobeau's Home let us try to go back to the 
ancient Walden where Emei'son walked through miles of his 
uwu wooiK and where the heriuit poet and philosopher Thoreau 
liveii alone forover two years. Then Walden was a deep, well- 
like pond without visible inlet or outlet, half a mile in length 
and one and a half in circumference, wholly surrounded by hills 
which rise from forty to one hundred feet in height, densely 
covered with pine and oak trees. 

The water of Walden is cool in all weather and so transpar- 
e/Jl that objects can be distinctVv seen aX. ». ^evs-Oo. cil v«iCT&,-iJ^'Ait 
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feet. Tlie [)Oiid rises and falls, but it is impossible to tell what 
laws goveni it, as it is often higher in a drought than in a rainy 
season. On tiie northern side is a high sand-bar which was 
bare in 1825, bnt is now covered by abont three feet of water, 
behind which a pleasant cove extends for abont twenty rods to 
a gentle eminence on which stood Tlioreau's house, built in 
1845, of timbers which grew on the spot, covered with boards 
which he brought from the shanty of an Irishman who had 
helped to build the railroad. With the exception of a little 
help in raising the frame, the house was the work of its owner 
and cost about thirty dollars. It was a completely weather- 
proof room, ten feet wide by fifteen long with a garret, closet, 
door and window, with two trap doors in the floor, and a brick 
chimney at one end. 

Moving into this little house in 1845, Thoreau lived for eight 
months, from July to the following May, at an expense of 
eight dollars and seventy-six cents or about one dollar nine 
cents per month. He cultivated a crop of beans to suppl}- the 
small sum needed for his daily wants, thus being able to devote 
the greater part of his time to writing and study. He was a 
sincere philosopher and wished to protest by his simple life and 
habits against the foil}' of devoting much time to the demands 
of society. He used to make long journeys on foot, thinking 
it was cheaper and quicker than to devote the time to earning 
money for his railroad tickets, as he could easily walk thirty 
miles a day for weeks at a time. In this way he travelled over 
much of New England. He has left ii\teY^§>t\v\<^ ^^^^x^x^vs* ^ 
these excursions, especially of \\\s pvww^^'^ \\\\^w^\ ^^^^ ^^esx^v^ 
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*;iM.i!s itiiii Irtkts, rtii<l lo Ml. Kiilalitliii mid tlie nther great 
riuuiiliiiiis wliicli ilii'v L-oiitiiin. Oftfti lie wiimlei-ed itloiie 
tlin.Mgli l).f.^ •.'van.l ..I.I |>iiiLi.'val I'liit-sLs; at iitlicr times lie 
tiiok an Iiitliaii giiiile or jiiiiitcl hoiue ruvin^ liaiiil of savages 
who weleiiiiieil liiiii jls a lover ol' nature, itiid Uiiigbt liiiii their 
simple wooiIcnifU sonietimeij gliding for days in a bireli Ciiuoe 
like an autumn leaf on the gentle lakes, oi- iluwn the foaming 
i-a{ii'is, and sometimes climbing itiugli inonntaia Hidett ur sealing 
dangerous |>reciiiiees. He knew just what could best sustain 
life, and travelled with as little baggage as possible. He could 
content liiuiiielf williont food or water longer than even the 
Indians, and was able to bear great extremes of heat and cold, 
and made a variety of exjieriments upon liis {)Owers of 
etidurance. He i.s said to have slept one night bi a barrel 
buried in a smm-drift (o a-seertain the wannth of that kind 
of ciintforler. 

H\A walks aboui Cape Cmi are tiiK of interest, and arc pub- 
lisheil in u book, as are also his voyages on the Concord 
aiid Merriniac rivers, wliiuh be caiefiilly explored in an open 
boat. He also wrote a hook oii Waldeii itself wbieb contajus 
a chapter on wo4k1 sounds, whteli everybody who loves to be 
out of doors ought to know by heart. Although rather shy 
of strangers, Thorean was always glad to welcome childreu to 
his house, to walk with them through the woods, and teach them 
to love nature as he did. He was noted late in lite as a lecturer, 
and was obliged to spend some of bis evenings in city life, but 
he was always glad to go back to the woods and was never 
lonely whew alone in theiv soVvWde. \Avm'i,tiB»& a>s.\. lA \1aw7*. 
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he l>ecaine a cl<»se observer, could tell tlie notes of all insects, 
birds and animals, and tlie meaning which they wished to 
express, lie knew where all the scarct^ and curious flowers 
grew, and discovered plants in Concord w<hkLs which no one 
had ever seen there, lie first fonnd the climbing fern, and is 
siiid to have discovered the red snow of the Arctic regions. He 
was an earnest admirer of old John Brown, and made an elo- 
quent address in his praise directly after his arrest at Harper's 
Ferry ; although his townsmen doubted the advisibility of it at 
the time as the current of public sentiment ha<l not then begun 
to turn strongly in favor of the old hero. 

Thoreau was born in an old house on the VIRGINIA koad 
which still stands, and he died on the Glh of May 18G2, in the 
house now owned by Mrs. Pratt, who lives there at present with 
her father Mr. Alcott, and her sister Miss Lonisa M. Alcott. 

It is the intention of his friends to mark i>ermanently the site 
of Thoreau's home at Wahleu Pond with a monumental boulder 
which will be put in position with appropriate exercises and 
addresses by his friends. 

The house of the Hon. Samuel Hoar stands near the 
library on Main street. It is one of the most noted in Concord, 
if literary and j>olitical interests are considered. Of tlie life 
and character of its first proprietor, no description can exceed 
the grand and simple sUitement of his epitiiph, recorded in the 
account of Sleepy Hollow. The same eulogy may be accorded 
his daughter who accompanied him on his famous journey to 
Charleston, when he was forcibly removed from the State by a 
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11...I1 for iitr.'ii.].iiii- m i.-,-t tlir lrj,Mli(y or i\w iiiiprisoiinient of 
iVwinltirfii sai !..[-, II.' wiw liiiiiMir 11 nil- II I In; I' iif unit sent two 

.-..MS tu (■..ii-LV>>. wliiT,; ,.r (iiL-iM slill i:..Ml.itim-N Ills 

ffiU'lt'^ UM.I ili'M'U'il hitx.i'siii (lu.1. nijiiiriLy. Tlit: liuii^^c opfto- 
HteiiLM>seNt tlu' lli.h. Willii.111 Wl.itiii^' tutlK-sanio Inxly, so 
tliiit I'otir Uiiiled Siati-s roii}<;iTssmi;ii wei-e fiiiiiislied fLoiii k 
half aura of Oiiiicnul giiiuml. 

Tilt' Hon. E. li. Iliwwas \m\-\\ in tl.is l».ust:, ItU nioUier 
l»eiiig tlie daiti^litcr ol' HogtT Slieniimt. lie giiiiliiiLled at Hai- 
vanl Cullegf in lf*i3, was Jn.li,'.- of the (Vmrt uf Ciiiiiiiion Pleas 
tVum 1849 t<i 185r>: Jiulgeof the Snprijiiie JiiilicittI Conrt fniiti 
LSSO I.J 1K69: Attv. Gfii. of tlm U.K. from 1869 tn 1870; 
MemliL-i of Ji.iLiI High C..llMllis^ioll which niii.le the Treaty of 
Washiij-lon wiLli (uwit BnUiiii. in 1871 : K.jIIuw nf Haivai-d 
l'i.|[t';:e fiorn JgoK t,. I8tJ8; Pri-sident of li..anl ul' Over.seer.s of 
Hanai.l College lp;79 anil 8U; I'lfsiiU-nlial Kh-eli.r lH7:i ; Mem- 
\'^ty of Ihe -Will Cii^'ress 187S I.. IST.'i. 

Among liis printed works iniiy be mentione<l, ltei)ort of ('011- 
ii.iil o'nimiiiee to builil Soldici-s' Monmuetit, 18(J7 ; Aciilress at 
laving (.itnier-stone of iMenioiial liiill ut iiarvai-d (loliegu, Oct. 
•>, 187V; OjiimonM in Mas-sachusettti Ue[>orl« fi-om 13 (iniy to 101 
Ma.ss.; Opinions as Attorney General di Unitetl States. He 
was identified for yeai-s with the history of the town, whose 
people depended on him as tliey did on his father. Judge Hoar 
died in February, 1895. On the occasion of his funeral the 
Old Church was crowded with distinguished people. He was 
buried in the family lot in Sleepy Hollow, 

^e OrcbArd House, noted as \aVvn^\K«"ci^wTOa»?j'jvass, 



^ /iOi'SHS OF LiTEKARY IMKREST. 105 

the home of the A)eott rainily, stands on the old Boston road 

about half a mile below the house of Emerson, and next to 

The Wayside, the liouse once owned and occupied by Haw- 
thorne. 

Amos Bronson Aleott wjis born at Walcott, Ct., Nov. 2Uth» 
1799. He went to school until he was thuteen years old, and 
at the age of twelve began to keep a diary, a practice which he 
has continued the greater part of the time since. Still earlier 
he had read Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, the book of all 
others which had the greatest influence on his mind. He learned 
to write by practising with chalk on his mother's kitchen floor 
and became in his boyhood a skillful penman, so that liis fii-st 
essay in teaching was as master of a writing school in Carolina 

At the age of fourtetMi, he worked for a while at clock 
making at Plymouth, Ct., and in the same year went on an excur- 
sion into northern Connecticut, and western Massachusetts, sell- 
ing a few articles as he went, to meet the expenses of his 
journey. 

On a similar journey in Virginia, a few years afterwards he 
was kindlv received at the great houses of the planters, where 
he received generous hospitality and permission to explore their 
libraries, where he found many books heliad never seen. Biog- 
raphy was his favorite reading; then poems and tales; and 
books of metaph3'sics and devotion. 

His first school was in a district three miles from his home, 
where he taught for three months for ten dolIai*s a month, 
and his boanl ; afterwards he tiiught a famouii scKoc^l vvl 
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Ill Jaiiiiiirv.l«2S, he wroU- i\ \ini-i iiocniinl .if his luctliml of 
teaching, whkh am-acted niiicli nltentioii. lie uuutiiiuod this 
system ill H siiiiiiui' sch<».l iti HHstoi in Uil- wiiilt-r <jf 1W27-H. 
hikI then reiiinveil to liostuii to titke cliiLr^c of an infatit st^hool 
ill Salem Rtm-t, in Jiiml, I«2H. In the foHnwiJig Apnl, lie 
opeiietl n private srlimil near St. I'anl's cliiii'eli uii Tienioiit 
street, in whieli he reinainetl nnlil November 5tii, 1830, when 
]ie gave it up ti) (i|>en asL-ininl in Geiinantowii, near I'hilailel- 
phtit, Avlieie with his assoeiatf, .Ml-. W. Hnsseli, lie lomaiiied a 
little more Ilia!, two years. Oil tlie 2t»it of A])n!, 1833, he 

i>I)eiie(l a set I in IMiihuleliihia, whleli emitimieil until July, 

1834.S.H.I1 after whi.Ii. S.-iiteinher 2-2,1834, Air. A luott returned 
to Bost'tii ami ih'-ii' he^aii Ins funiinis Temple school, eoiiCerii- 
ing which no iiim.'h lix-4 been written ami published. 

He lirst gave lii- jmiiils single desks >"»*■ so common, instend 
of the long heiiihr-. and double or three-sealed desks, still in 
use ill :^"iiie ^ei*tiiin<. He gjivu hisyoiitlifitl ]iii{iils slates and 
[j^ncils. and Ma<;klHanls. Hr estahlished a sclu.ol library, and 
taiiglit tlittm I'j enjiiy the benefits of cai-eful reiwling ; he bi-oke 
away fnini the old rule of severe itiid indiscriminate punish- 
iiients. and substituted therefor appeals to the affections and the 
moral sentiment ff children, so that he Wiis able almost wliolly 
to dispense with corporal punishment. He introduced, also, 
light gymnastic exereises, evening amusements at the school- 
room, the keeping of diaries by young children, and, in general, 
an affectionate and revei-ent mode of drawing out the child's 
//i//if) totyanh knowledge, rather than the pouiing in of instruo- 
i/o// Or /ueelianicul nr coinpulaovy pi-oi^esse*. 
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Among the eminent women who took an hiterest in Iiis school 
may be named (besides Miss Martineau), Miss Margaret Fuller, 
Miss Eliziibeth Peabody. her sister, the late Mnu Hawtliorne^ 
and othei*s. Both Miss Fuller and Miss Peabody were assistant 
teachers in the Temple school at Boston, and Miss Peabody 
compiled the accounts of it which were published under the 
title of " Record of a School," and ** Conversations with Chil- 
dren on the Gospels." 

Mr. Alcott was one of the originators and members of the 
somewhat fiimousTranscendentiU Club, which met under various 
names, from 1836 to 1850. It wsis first called "« The Sym- 
posium," and met originally on the 19th of September, 1886, 
at the house of Geoi-ge Ripley, then a minister in Boston. In 
the October following, it met at Mr. Alcott's house (16 Front 
street}, and thei^e were present Mr. Emerson, George Ripley, 
Frederic II. Hedge, O. A. Brownsou, James Fi-eeman Clarke, 
and C. A. Bartol. The subject of conversation that day was 
" American Genius ; causes which hinder its growth." Two 
3'ear8* later, in 1888, we find it meeting at Dr. Bartol's in 
Chestnut street, Boston, where of late years the ^^ Radical 
Club " often gathered ; there were then present Mr. Em- 
erson, Mr. Alcott, Dr. Follen, Dr. C. Francis, Theodore Par- 
ker, Caleb Stetson, William Russell, James Freeman Clarke, 
and John S. Dwiglit, the famous musical critic. The topic 
discussed was "Pantheism." In September, 1839, there is 
record of a meeting at the house of Dr. Francis, in Water- 
town, where, besides those already 'ttv^\\\^o\^^^^"^^>x^^ct^^>^^^^se^N 
Willmm Henry Channincr, Robevl B^iy\\^^X.> ^^^"^^^^^^ "^"^^ 
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ivfiL- present. Ill Dewiiiber, 1H39, nt Ucurge Ripjey'a, Di 
Chaiiiiiiig. George Ititnci-oft, tlio sculptor Olevenger, ttie artist- 
poet (\ r, Cijiiii:li, iiiitl .Siimiit;! fi. Wsml, wi-rBiiiiMJiig tlie com- 
)Niiiy. Tlie>e ii;Liite.s w'll givu smiie iiutiuii uf the iiiittuu tjf the 
Club, ni((t tliuuttrautioLi it liail for tliiiikiiig uiid fLspiruig persons. 
Ill Oetolier, 1«40, »u find Mr. Alcoit in consul Uiti on witli 
riettrge liiplej- ami Margiiret Fuller, at Mr. Enierbon'B liouse, 
ill Coiiconl, eonceriiing tlie proposed commmiity, whiuli wiis 
afterwiirds et^lal. lis lied at Brook Farm. In 1848, tlie Traii&- 
cendeiitul Club lH-i,-iuiii; tlie "Tiiivn and Country (Jliib," on a 
wider Ifa-i.-i. and in a year or two came to nil end, liaving done 
its work. 

During ibis |><-ii..d .,r Tnuiseendentiil agitalion, fmiii 1835 to 
1*S.^0. .Mr. Aleolt yi'iidiiully [Kissed tliroiigli tlie various degrees 
of Ills pni^Miss as a reformer. In 1835, lie gave up tlie use 
iA ;o.ii.w! f..^.d. ;i(,.l tbe J.e.xt jfiU- JuiitoJ ]:ij-. SjJ VfJitej- 
Oraliiini to leetiiru in biri scliool. Still earlier lie liitd joJiietl 
tlie .\nli-SIaveiy society, wlieii founded by William Lloyd Gam- 
son, ami be was present at many of tlie celebrated gatherings 
of alKililii'iii.sts — for iii.-ilance at the Lovejoy meeting in Faiieuil 
Hidl, ill 18-37, when Wendell Phillips made his fii-st appearance 
as an anti-slavery orator. 

In cuiiijKtiiy with Charles Lane, lie examined estates in oi'der 
to choose one fi>r the proposed community, and finally Lane 
bought tlie-'Wymiiii Fanu," in Harvard, consisting of ninety 
acres, with an old farni-boiise upon it, where Mr. Alcott and 
his fiimilv, with ^Ir. Lane and a few othei-s. took up their resi- 
tieitce ill ibt-iv new home " Fi'll\tAA\\i\* ■," nnVyOw ^-i.i^Y«ft>i\i.\. -^^la 
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not a financial success. He finally abandoned the farm, in 
novertj'' and disappointment^ about the middle of January, 
1844. The lesson thus tauirht was a severe one, but Mr. Alcott 
looks back upon it Jis one of the turning points in his life. 
From that day forward, he has had less desire to change the 
condition of men upon earth than to modify and enlighten 
their inward life. He soon after returned to Concord, and in 
1845 bought a small farm there witli an old house upon it, 
whicli he rebuilt and christened " Hillside." A few years hiter 
when it passed into the hands of Nathaniel Hawthorne, he 
chauged the name to " Wayside." It is the estate next east of 
the Orchard House in Concord. At ** Hillside "Mr. Alcott 
gardened and gave conversations, an<l in the year 1847, 
while living there, he built in Mr. Emerson's garden, not 
far off', the unique suuinier house which ornamented the grounds 
initil within ten years past, when it detrayed and fell into ruin. 
In 1848 he removed from Concord to Boston, and did not return 
until 1857. Since then he has lived constantly in Concord. 

In 1858 he became the Superintendent of the Public Schools 
of Concord, and wrote very admirable reports of them. 

He for a few years published many essays, poems, and conver- 
sations in the Boston Commonwealth and The Radical, between 
1863 and 1868, and in the last-named year brought out a modest 
volume of essays entitled "Tablets." This was followed, in 
1872, bv another volume stvled " Concord Davs," and still other 
volumes have since appeared. Mr. Alcott has been pressed to 
write his autobiography, for which IvV-^ yivvtvc^jcs. '^xv^ ^^i«^ss;x 
collections would give liim am\>\e \\Yi\V^\:\^^ "^vx^^ >^'^^ '^'^^'^^'^^'^ 



lie will apply liiiiisi-ll' In lliis l;i>k. Sliuiilil the work iiiclmle 
his corresponilt'in;!: with i;i3iitt;iii|"iiari.'s, it wuiilil Ijl' nf Riniilis 
h.ilk aii.i of gieul valiir. 

At all tinie> lie wo.-' cimiihii'liI u( riiiHl piii-sulls, niiil ho prau- 
liced giinleiiiiig Willi zeal Hiid success. Mis Orclmiii House 
estate, of a few ucn-s uiilv . wa« luid uiit mul fur yeai-s cultivated 
by liimself. It was a favuiitu tlieury of Mr. Alcott's llirougU all 
this peritHl of agitation and outwaid activity, that lie could prop- 
agate his ideas I*eKt hy con vei-sat ions. Accurdiiigly, from 1889 
to the pa'sent lime, a (}U!Utcr of a century, he lias held coiivei-- 
salioiis oil his L-hosi-ii ^^iihjeets. and in inaiiy and widely supardt^d 
jiiirts of tli>.- couiilry. In later times he has visilediuid liiHikeil in 
tiie hch<">ls vvhi'irvrr hi; liii{i|H:iir(l to be leeturiiii,' or coiiveri^iiig, 
p^irticiiUiily lit thi' \Vi->t, whfi'<! he bus been warmly welcomed 
in his aiinnal toiiis. His home iius been at all limes ii center 
of hospitality, and :i I'esort for |)ei-sons with ideas nnd a^^pirii- 
tious. Nut uiiri-ei]uenLly his formal conversations have been 
hi-Id ihcie; jit oilier times in the parlors of his friends, at 
public halls or college riH>ms, or in the chambei's of some clnb. 
Mr. Aleott has held opinions and enguged in enterprises, during 
his lifetime, winch would not have commanded the entire 
iipprobation of his townsmen, liad they been called to pass 
judgment upon them; but with the general result of his long 
and varied life, neillier they nor he can huvc reason to be dis- 
satisfied. He has not accnmulatcd riches, nor attained political 
]M>wer, nor made labor t>iiperflnous and comfort cheaper liy 
htgeinoiis mechanical inventions. Rut lie has maiiitaincd, at all 
e/mt-siiml aiiiiii wnnv (UscouvagemenU, tXve C\«\*'Cv'*.tt iw.'wvsve 
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that tlie life is more tlmn meat, ami that tlie perishing things of 
tliis woHd are of small moment compareil with things spiritual 
and eternal. He has devoted himself, in youth with ardor, in 
mature and advaneing years with serene henevolenee, to the 
task of imjn'oving the liearts and lives of men, by drawing 
tlieir attention to the sweetness of philosophy and the eharm 
of a religion at once contemplative and practical. There is no 
higher work than this, and none that leaves so plaiidy its 
impress on the character and aspect of him who spends a life- 
time in it. 

Mrs. Alcott was a daughter of Col. Josejjh Ma}, of lioston, 
and was born in that city, October 8, 1800. The Rev. Samuel 
J. May, of Syracuse, whose memoir has been quoted, was her 
elder brotlier, born 1793. It was at liis parsonage house in 
Brooklyn that she first met Mr. Alcott, in 1827, when lie wius 
teaching school in Cheshire, and it was hugely on her account 
and through the efforts of her family and friends that he went 
to Boston, in 1828, and took charge of the Salem street infant 
school. Tlkjy were married May 23, 1830, and resided in 
Boston until their removal to Germantowu in the following 
winter. Their oldest daughter Anna Bronson, now Mrs. Pratt, 
(the mother of Miss Alcott*s " Little Men ") was born at 
Germantown, March 16, 1831, and Miss Alcott herself (Louisa 
May) was born at Germantown, Nov. 29, 1832. A third 
daughter, Elizabeth Sewall, was born in Boston, June 24, 1835, 
and died in Concord, March 14, 1858. Miss May Alcott, the 
youngest of the four daughters^ a well-kwcsww ^^^js^^> ^"^^ 
born in Coucord, July 26, IMO, ^vv^l ^v^^m^^^^^^^^ ^.^^^^s^^^^ 
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IflV. lM\iii^ I'nrui^J grtfiiL fuiiia lui un iiitift, c:<peomll>' in her 
ropier of Tiinior's iiictiiteK, in wliidi oiiu ut tliu gn;<iU:»t uritics 
of Km^'IuikI |.i-..ji.>iiiii-.'.l li.'i- 1IU.SIII-II11SS.-.1. Sh.' livfil Tui' a time 
ill I.oiiiliiii mil] I'ai'i^, n Ll-jo bIio wiili lnwls iil' IVii-iiilK, :iii(i r-cveiitl 
url prize:) in tin- uxliiljitiuiis. Slio inanicil Mnixj. Nienktir, mid 
ilit'd nfU'r a s)iurt illness deeply iHiiieiiLed, leuving li diiugliter 
I.Diiisa. 

The eldt^^t ul liici fuur dittei-s, Aiiiui Bioiisuii Alcott, iiitnied 
fur her grandmother, Wiu iiiiirried Mity 23, I860, tlio uiuiivursary 
uf licr mother's weditiiig day, to Mr. Juhii IJ. I'latt, of Cimcord, 
a son of .Minot PruLt, one of the llrook Fanii cum in unity in 
former yeiirs, :itid afterwards ait esteemed uiti^en of Conumd. 
Their cliihlren are the famous "Lillle Men" — Frederick 
-Aicott Pnitt. horn Maich 28, 18G3, mid Julni Sewidl Pratt, 
born Jime 24. ItSStJ. Mis. Pratt mils left n widow hy tlie 
sudden death uf lier hn>!)uiid N<.v. liT, ISTO, iiiid !ius sii.ce 
re^dei^l niucli of the time, with Iier two buns, at her father's 
house ill Concord. 

Miss Louisa May Alcott, the popnhtr writer of humorous 
and pathetic tales, owes her training, and thus lier success in 
writing. I<> lit^r father and mother more tliun to hU tlie world 
beside. Her instruction for many yeara came almost wholly 
fiimi them, and thougli her genius has taken a direction 
quite other than that of Mr. Alcott (guided strongly by her 
mothers social liumur and practical benevolence), it stUl has 
many traits of resemblance ; while the material on which it 
frorla is largely drawn from the idyllic actual life of the 
Aicott family, it can scarcely \>e Tetfie."n^^«.i -«>»&■&. >Jteii 
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Alcott did not display the story-telling talent, either with her 
voice or with her ihmi. Her fii-stbook was published iwenty-five* 
years ago, and was written scviTal years before that. 
For a long periinl al'terwanls she eontribuU»d copiously to 
newspa]^>ers an<l i>eriodicals of no permanent renown, though 
some of the pieces then written have since ap|>eared in her 
collection of tales. Her fii*st great success 51s a writer was 
in 1863, wlien, after a brief exi)erience as an army nurse, 
followed by a long and almost fatal illness, she contributed 
to the Boston Connnonwealth those remarkable "Hospital 
Sketches." The.se were made up from her lettws written home 
during her army life, and bore the stamp of reality so strongly 
upon them, tliat tliey caught jit once the jxipular heart. They 
were re-printed in many newspa[)ers, and in a small volume, and 
made her name known and beloved all over the North. From 
that time forward she has been a popular writer for the periodi- 
Cids, but her great success as an author of books did not begin 
until she found a publisher of the right quality in Mr. Thom;is 
Niles, of the Boston firm of Roberts Brothers, who have now 
published all her works for ten years. Within that time the 
"Little Women " and their successors have been published, and 
the side of all her lK>oks has exceeded a quarter of a million 
copies. Her earliest novel, " Moods," published in 1864, by A. 
K. Loring, of Boston, did not at first command much attention, 
but many thousand copies have since been sold. Her second nov- 
el ** Work," was published by Roberts, in the summer of 1873, 
and at once had a great sale, boU\ \\\ Kw\^v\^^ '^w^ \\x ^>^?::^'^^- 
Matjy of her books Iiave been trau^Vate^L \\\\.o ^x^wOcs. ^x^^ ^^ 
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infill, iiixl lliei'L- .\xv iiuvv ftiw living auUmrs wliusu \VD^Ic:^ me 
... u„ivrL>..lly I.. 1^1. 

Dr. W. T. Harris, y\<y- w,-ll known wiii.-r' on iiliil<i:.,.],liic 
and t-diiLatiuii:>l ((.pics, i.iLrcl.iiscd tliu (Ji'i^ljiud ll»i>so of 
Mv. Altott iij 1884. He wiiM iittiauted tu tliis tusvii l.y 
liU interest in ihe Concdid Scliool uE I'liilosujiliv. of wliicli 
he was one of tlie oiigiiiul fouiuletii. Dr. Huiriti siiil de- 
votes himself to tlie iiiteresti (if ctliiciitioii, on wliiuli Uieme 
he delivers leclnrea Ht the con vent ions lield in diH'ereiit pints 
of the country. He uits Mipcrintetideut ol' the tit. Louis 
Public Schools fur twelve year-, luid Ids annind reports were 
greatly e?ieeiiie<I us ednciiutiii (ii)cnments iitid received hoii- 
orahle nieiilion at the World Exposition ut Piiris and 
secured for liiiii the honorary title of "Officer of the 
Academy" from the Fien<.-h Minister of Edncatinii. Dr. 
Harris f.aiiLded, iti 1807, anil slili t:dits, TU Joaniul of l^pecu- 
la/ive Philosophy, llie fij.st j.i'iiudJwi] devoted tu Jl» special 
theme in the English language. Besides tliese works he 
iias alao published many articles in the North American 
Rtt'tiw^ Atlantic Monthti/y and the ediifalional journals of 
the country. Dr. Harris «us also assouiale editor of 
Johnson's Cyclopaedia, writing for it forty of the more 
iuiIMirtaut articles on piiilosopliic sulijects. ]n 1878 lie 
uompileJ and edited the Apptetoii's School Headers which 
have bad an immense bale in all parts of tlie United 
States. In the grove back of the Orchard House Dr. 
Harris has erected a tower around the tallest pine on 
t/ie credit o( the hill witU s&Se ttaus, a&^twiivw^ \m ''-V* v>>i 
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from which fourteen of the mouiitains of Maasachusetts 
and New llamjKthire can be seen. 
The house of F. B. Sanborn is now situated at the 

upper ixirt of Alain street at Ww. IkjhiI of the river near 
the stone bridge. Mr. Sanborn came to Concord in Marcli, 
1855, the year of his graduation at Harvard College. He lived 
in the house opposite Thoreau, (then the residence of EUery 
Clianniug,) and took his dinners at the siinie house with Tlioreau, 
and became a fi-equent companion of his daily walks and rows 
on the river. 

He started the Concoixl School which Listed eight years, 
at which were several pupils now noted in literature. He be- 
came interested in John Brown, whom he first brought to 
Concord in 1857, and who made Iiis celebrated Kansiis speech in 
March of that year, in which his simple eloquence inspired the 
citizens to open their hearts and purses for the relief of Kansas. 
He passed a portion of his last birthday. May 9th, 1859, at Mr. 
Sanborn's house, leaving at noon for his noted campaign in Vir- 
ginia, having si)oken at the Town Hall on the previous evening. 
Funeral services of great impressiveness were held on the death 
of John Brown, Dec. 2d, 1859, for which the hymn was written 
by Mr. Sanborn, and addresses were made by Emerson, Thoreau, 
and others. During the progress of these exercises Rev. E. H. 
Sears wrote his celebrated and prophetic ode to the memory 
of the old hero. 

On account of his complicity and supposed knowledge of 
the plans of John Brown, Mr. Sanborn \va^ ^wvv\vwo\\^d.tcv^^^<5u*?cL 
to testify before a committee oi tAift Ai. ^. ^wsw^fc^ ^^ ^^^^^ 
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MitMiji (.1' Viig'iii.i. Wits iliu L'luilrmuii. On liis it>l"u»iil lu cuiii[j1j' 
\iilli ltiinilriii.iiiil.il"- UiiituilStiiluH Mtil'stilil with fuiir liif.-li i;hiii« 
11. I.K tiuitM'. mA .lI'i.i- .::Ulii>^' lillil Ullt uit ii IU)s« I>l'eU-liUL', Imiid- 
i-iilTt'<l liiiii ;ih<l wiKiiil liiivu cairiu'il liini iLwaj , liiid not liis sisUr 
liV liiT vigdixiis :Ltt:i>.-k iijxiii the Jiarii iiriil tliiir limistj.s jtreveiiled 
tlii-m tiiitil litT oulei'ii'S li^iil tiiiiiiiiiitii(.'il ;t crowil uf liiii infuriiiteil 
felluwH-itiKehs tn lik iiiil. Jiiilga lloiii- Usuml ii writ of halcaa 
n>/yiH*. ii|H>ii wliLuli liG Wits (lisctiiii'^oil tlie next dny Iiy Ji]c]ge 
Sliuw I'f tlie Sti|ii'L'iiiti Court. On liU rutani liuiiie tlic same 
iliiy, Ajii'il 4tli, liu \s-AA re<.%ivc<t by his tuwiisitieii with n Kiiliite 
uf eaiiiiuii uiij utlicr tt;:4tiiii()iii»ls of rujoiuiiig, ami ii piiLlic meet- 
ing w;is lii'lil itt wliifli Col. lliggiliMiJli iiiul othei*s made coEigmt- 
iilittiiry ri'iiiiirks. ^[r, Sanliiirii licraiiiu an eiliU)r of tho Cofa- 
ni'inir>'i!tk ill l^jll-j. anil left it in l>j(i8 to Ijcuonit! iiii editor uf tlie . 
Sprlit;i'ii':l<l /{•■jiiil'llcun, willi wliicll pajter he i.s still coniieotctd. 
In It^'j;} hu \v;id !i].[.oihl<:a by (iov. Aiidrt-tv, ScLiutury of the 
I{o<[i'<l of State Cliaritics, in which Hoard he continued for 
twelvt- ywiis, ami with Ur. Howe, Dr. Wheelwriglit ami others, 
reoi<janiz(.d the wliole charitablu system uf the Stale, iiitrotliicing 
niiiny eliangi-s whieli have since been widely copied. 

For many ycai-s lie has been a contributor to iS'crHiner's Monthly, 
for which he wi-ote the illnstnited urticle on Emerson ; and 
an occasional writer in llie Atlantic 3Ivnthlif, in which liis most 
noticeable japers were those on Jolni Urown, upon whose biog- 
raphy he is now engiigeJ. To this work he praposes to devote 
his best enei-gies in order to make it worthy of its subject. . His 
fiowebits often given shelter to tv\g\U\e *\ANe*,A.w\ ouce was the 
^hce of cuiicealmewi of two ot 3o\\n \^\o■«tt*.«»\^^B■'t*^■«Vw.v■*. 
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large reward was (>nei*ed for their uppreliension. He was one 
of the founders aii<l Secret4iry of the S<}cial Science Associ- 
ation, and, with Mr. Alci»lt, originated tlie C(>nc(»r<l 8chi>ol of 
Philosophy. 

Of the nniny distinguished writers, who liave from time to 
time nnwle Concord their lumie, William S. liohinson (** War- 
rington") is one of the very few who \yei-e born in that 
rare old town. Ills ancestors were of English and Welsh 
descent, and on both the father's and niother*s side, had lived 
there for two genemtions. 

Lieut. Col. John Robinson, who *^ led the soldiers in double 
file," on the famous lOtli of April, 1775, Wiis a brother of Mr. 
Kobiiison*s gmndfathcr. His maternal gnunlfather, Lieut. 
Emerson Cogswell, (a descendant of one <»f the ancestoi-s of 
Mr. It. W. Emerson) Wiis one of the minute men of Concord, 
and a member of the Ct)mmittee of Public Safetv of that town 
during the revolution. This committ(?e afterwards became the 
"Social Circle," an<l Mr. Cogswell was one of its f«»unders. 

Mr. Robinson wiis born Dec. 7, 1818, in what is now called 
the "old block," (near the Unitarian church) once his grand- 
father's homestead. He was educated in the public schools 
of the town, and at seventeen years of aire becfan to learn 
the printer's trade. When twenty-one, he became editor 
and proprietor of the Yeoman % Gazette^ afterwards called the 
Concord RepuhUean. In 1842, the Republican was merged in 
the Lowell Courier and Journal^ and Mr. Robinson moved to 
that citjs and became one of its edituvs. S\\\>^^^\vi\\\\N \\^. ^'^s* 
the editor of the Boston Daily WJiiy, vvuvV \\\vi Bo^lou \\e\>^vV^ 
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ran, leading free-sfiil iicwspjipoi-s of 184K-il. Ki>i- neiirly fmir 
years lie eiliti-tl ami imlilis]n;tl ii fi'L-c-soil (iitil iiiiti-slitVLi-y lu'ws- 
l.ujitr wliiL-li lie )iiul sUiilcil iit Lnwt'il, imIIi-iI tin- Li'ivdl 
Amtrioiii. He wrote k'tlt-rs unil ili'tiulos for tlie Huston Com- 
mvnwtiillh, the Atl.i-> and B,e; the New York Tribune, tlic 
Eveninij Puft, iA\n\ luiiiiy (if tlm other leinling imwapapera in 

if, iiikI leiuli'is ill, the free-soil, 
iity yi'jirs, iliiiiiig Ihi! fimcest of 
tlie wiir of the rehellion, lie 
wrote for the fipriugfinH Urjmhflcan. It was thiwigli his 
lettei-s to this iit;\vs]ia[)er, that he hecimic known its the re- 
iiowneil w;tr currespoiuleiit, and inailc faiiioiis liin nam de plume 
ftf " Warringtrin." In all his writings, li« atlvoeated the 
frt-eihjiii of the sluvf. perHonid iiiiil pnliticid purity, and the 
eiiuul riirht^ of woman. One nf his most distinguished eon- 
temponirics iti thf; fii-ld of joiinmlism said of him : " He was 
the sliar[i.-st, f;teadi«'>t. truest journalist, in all tiie mighty buttle 
fiT freedr.in." Ht- was Secretiuy of the Constitutional Con- 
vpiition <.f 1853. and eleven years Clerk <.f the Massachusetts 
Hi>use of Re pre.se II til tives. 

His [lul.lishcd work:; are, Warrington's Manual of Parliamen- 
tarvLaw; Tlu- Sakry Grab; and a volume of selections from 
Ills writings. OVarringtnn Fen Portraits, with a Memoir by Mrs. 
Rohinson) pnlilished after his death. 

He died March 11th, 1870, and lies buried in Sleepy Hollow 
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William W. Wheildon was bom in Boston. He was 
aducated in tlie jiublic scliooLs, and when he was a boj% dur- 
ing thu sifknoss of one of the carriers, used to distribute 
around the west end of the town the New Emjland Pttlla- 
ilium. In 1822 he went to Haverhill, as an appi*entice 
to the print in<^ business, with Nathaniel Greene ; returneil to 
Boston witli him. and assisted in the issue of the first num- 
lier of the Anu'riiuui Statesimm, In 1827 Mr. Wheildon 
established the Bunker Iftll Aitronu at Charlestown, and 
continued its proprietor and editor until September, 1870, 
more than forty years. A complete file of the Aurora for all 
these rears is now in the |)ublic libnirv at Charlestown, and 
contains the material for a full and complete history of the 
town during that i>erioil. In 1846 Mr. Wheildon moved to 
Concord, wliere he died in 18l>2, and where he wrote many 
valuable scientific works. 

Mr. (t. W. Curtis lived in Concoixl for tw(» vears, and slie 
is proud to claim him also as a native. He was born in 
Provi<lence, K. 1.. Feb. 24th, 1824, and came to Conc^ord in 
1844 and remained over two years, working a part of each 
day on a farm, and devoting the rest of his time to study. 
After a long journey in the Levjint. he published, in 1851-52, 
his ex<piisite pictures of Oriental life, entitle<l '* Nile Notes 
of a Howadji, " ''The Howadji in Syria;" and "•Lotus Eat- 
ing," " Prue and I,*' '* Trumps," and other lK>oks have since 
been published, and with his editorial work in Harper tt Weekly^ 1 
and in the ** Easy Chair" of Har\^er\ 3fa\^a^v^v<>^ V^:^^^v^. ^'^^^ 
earned for him tlie distineUow ol Wu\^ ^^ oxv^ <^^ "^^^ v^si;^'^^ 
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iie .Mii.li.-.i 111.' iii.-(liuni.-;il .l.-L;iils m. .-losuly, its lu \yc iil.lv l<) 
iiisD'iii [ ills I'li'-iitri ii{H)n {intctit^iil ik'fctiU in Uicir iiivi-iitiiuis 
:i,s w-fll ;is iiiH.ii ilic l;i\v. In l^tli-tiri he wits ttie Kitlioilor of 
Il.e War I).'i.aitiik-m. iti wl.icl. ollice liis s,-rvi(;i!». wliicli lie 
jr-ive jT'-H'iiii'i'-ly- M'MO I'f iiiimeiisi; iin|x)i'likiii:(! to the cuuii- 
try lit its iiiii^t uritii-al la-i-il. He was pi-uiiideiiL of tlie New 
Erijfhiii'l Historic (ieiiealngieiil Society fnmi 1 fir»S-A8, ami Ji 
tiieinltr "f many of the societies in the United Stales ile- 
vitteil lo antiriiui ian iLnil similai' i-eseiii\dies. He has left over 
thirty j'liiilisln-d woik.'^ on lefjal and histoi-ie tojiies. and liis 
work on tlie "War INiwers of the I'l-esidciit " lias i«ssed 
tliriingh fiiilv-tliive editions in \\iis ^•^w\\\V^■^; vwuV vvIh-oiuI. He 
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Hon. Georofe Frishie Hoar, who was born in Concord, Anofiist 
2O1I1, 182(j, c^radnated at Harvard, and soUUmI in Worcester in 
•t841>, where lu^ has since resi(U;d. He had [jerhaps the lar<j^e.st 
praetice in Massat^hnsetis west of Bost^tn, beini^ extensively 
retained in the condnet of important ciuses. 

He was a nieinl>er of the Legishitnre ni 18r>2, and chairman 
of committee of probate and chancery. In 1857 of the State 
Senate, and chairman of tlie connnittee of the jndieiarv. 

He wascUMtttMl representative from Worcester to XLF., XLFI., 
XLH., and XLFV. (%>ngrcsses, declined re-election to XLV., 
I>nt wjis elected to the U. S. Senate to sncceed (leo. S. liout- 
well, and took seat March 5th, 1877. 

He was anthor of the bill to extend national education in the 
South, wlii<;h passed the House, but was not acted on in the 
Senate. Chairman of committee of House of liei)resentatives 
in liS75, at request of F^egishiture of I^ouisiana, to investigate 
eleetion returns of 1S84, and wrote report of a part of tlie com- 
mitl(M\ consisting of W. A. Wheeler (vi(!e-[»res.), W. I*. Frve 
of Maine, and himself. One of the managers of tlie lielknap 
im|>ea<!hment in 187<>, seleeted bv his associates to an^ue the 
question of jurisdiction, the only serious legal ililliculty in- 
volved in tlie trial. Member of the committee which forme<l 
the Filectoral Commission Bill of 1870; and one of the few 
Republicans in the House who advocated the measure, and 
was chosen a member of the commission. One of the foundei"s 
of the Worcester Free Institute. 

The Rev. Grindall Reynolds \\a^ '?»^\\\vi\ -^s y^^"^^^ ^>v*v\x>^ 

Unituvian .socie/v on the 8tli ot -UxXvA^^^. \\v^ Vvnxv^^ ^N^^^^^ 



n TifF. caxcoRti arrnr /.-oka: 

on Main strt'ft. ami in iMirtiiilly Kliitil'-<1 liy n inii^nilitcrit cliii. 
IIU ^I'leii ,'ilKxtriils III lli>WL-ni Ait<l Triiit. mxl i\iv Kiulhiiry Itivor- 
rfiiwfi at us f-"ii. On tliu Initk* of tlio livor grows a iRMtilifiil 
flnin|i ii( wiil.iWH. viinler wliirli sivci;il IbmiW are ninni-eil. An 
Iwfiii-e ."Utt'il. .Mr. Ueyiinlila in a closu stiidtMit of ]iiKlj>i-y, ami 
li^LH made many valnalile contrilmlioas to inn^a/iiies and IxiukK 
on llint aiifl IcindrL-d liniijfcts. Vnr fntl infonnation on llm lits- 
Iiiry of C'liic'in), and (liu inijmrUtnt jKtrt tjiken Ity Iter citizenn iti 
tlie Sliays lU-lxillioii. i>f wliicli it is not in tlic province of this 
lillle l«w>k t" tifiit (:ls it is a pnide-lxiok, not a Instory), reiidera 
are leffirfd to Mr. Ueynolds's alilc paiJtr on Conconl in Drake's 
)iiM>k. and to liis jiami'IdeU on Sliavi'ii Itufjellion and 0011001^1 
Kiglit, wliifli are considered tlie iniK^t aide ninl t^xliaiiKtive 
jiajiers on these sidijects ever ptildislictl. Hb has at various 
times piiMi>hed. in tlje Atlantir and ntlier ma^zines, arliclus 
of lii>i..rifid iat.Test. a jiartial list of \viii.;li is given. 

A disooun-e on leaving the old nieeti Jig- house at Janiaiea 
Plain. 

.A discourse on the death of (ien. Zaehary Taylor, Jnly 
■21st. Uni). 

A lecture l>efoi« the American Institute of Instruction ; 
^[o^aI (Office of the Teacher ; Parish Oi-jritidzation; John Cal- 
vin: Rationale of Pniyer; Mexico; Fortnight with the Sani- 
tary CoinmifKion : English Naval Power and Bnglisli Colonies ; 
Freiicli Struggle for Naval and Cidonial Power; Saints Who 
have hail Bmlies: l.ate Insurrection in Jamaica; IWueo 
;iful ihijith Btvoke : Ahv.ssinia and Kvuw Theodore ; Concoid 
Fight: Siege oi Boston; From 'V:'vc«\v«\.«i»^\o'Si'.w^\»?,-*.\ '^\w 
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Bedouins, and What shall We do with Them? The New 
Religion. 

William Munroe was born in ('om^okI, Mass., June 
24th, 1800. 

Ilis fatlier, William Munroe, was a descendant of the Mun- 
roes of Lexington, of Revolutionary fame, and was himself 
worthy of note as the first, and for many years the only, manu- 
facturer of lead pencils in the I'nited Stcates. 

His mother was of the (ireenough family of Boston, and 
daughter of Capt. John St^me, architect and huilder of the 
first brid^re connecting; Charlcstown with Boston. 

William was the eldest of nine children. He was, in his 
youth, conscientious, earnest, generous, and reliable : and 
these, added to strict integrity, unfailing industry, and marked 
unselfishness, were his rulin<' characteristics throuirh all his 
business career, and to the close of life. As was recorded bv 

ft 

one of his friends: ** Durintr his loner lif(i be was noted for 
his many acts of disinterested kindness; his caret»r as a busi- 
ness man was most honorable : he was straitrhtf<)rward in all 
his dealings; while those who enjoyed his friendship found in 
him purity of purpose which gave a charm to his quiet life." 

He had a delicate constitution : and altlmugh prepared to 
enter college when quite young, a student's life was not 
considered advisable for him, and at the age of fifteen he 
entered a store in F^oston, where he soon i^jdned the confi- 
deuce of his employei*s, and very early was intrusted with 
the care of />nrchasincr muuU \v\ ^^\v \o\V. \\\\ \w ^-nnx^X:'^ 
and subseqnt'uily became a \VAvl\\e\' vw ^^^^ 'vwwx NV^ ^ 



:.ft.T«iii.N ..-ti.u'^'i,''-'! iri l.ii8iiK-ss with [.;,ni,.s ii> l-:ncrlun,l iiml 
ti,;. ,-..ui.liy. ai-.i tinally U'imimv u iiicniUr ,.f ll„. linn nl 
I. ml.'. AlilL'Jl. A Co.. Host. .11. U.- VV:ls .Ml.' of llio pHli.t; 
1....V..I, ill L-sial.li.sl,i(i<,' III.' •• IVi(ir .Mills ■' III l.;nv.vii™, M;i.ss.. 
t'. !!»■ ii.UTcsL- of wWu-h Ik' i;i.vi. tht: hl^l fi-w w^irs i.f his 
l>.l^ilR':ss lift-. 

Ill iHiil i,i.s l,.-,.lll. f;iil<.l. iLN.I 1,.. ;v.w ol.lijica to iftirc fmm 
iic-ii;.- Iiiisines.-. Afti-r :iii .-Kt.-ii.l.f.l tour tlinm^rli Klii-oue, 
1>,- retiin,....i t.. l'.n.i<,ii Hl..-m lie ivsi.lcl iihlll l.STli. 

He .I.-vote.l niiii'li ..r liis litiM) •hiring Ma- l.ist yeiir>^ of )iia 
life to making |>]iuis f.ir tlie U-iielil of his native tinvti, nnd 
esjieciiillv for liie eiveliim nui\ enihiwiiient. of ii Fi-ee I'liMie 
Lihrary, wlii.-li lie liv.'.l Ut see eimi|ilelerl iis it now stjintls; 
iin'l plnns for thr fiiliiri: .-i.l.iitii.n nf nu Art Mnsciim, eU'.., 
•;;ive iitiii fieeii[i;itiiiii iuul (jelijjht (hniny the tiiiUiy weeks 
iiikI inoutliri of severe Imilily suffering whiiih he wiui billed 
til liear. aii.l wliii li terminiite<l liis life. lie ciieil at the honii! 
of his sisters, in Coneord, Ajml, ^Tth, 1887. at the iige of 
seventy -one. 

The Concord Grape, now so well known all over the 
eountry. niuy )>ro|ierly Ik; mentioned in thiii eonnection. This 
gi-;i|ie w;is proiliieeil by the seieiilitlo process of hyhritli/.ing, hy 
.Mr. K[.hniini IJull of foiicnn.1. It is believed to l>e a cross 
V-tween the IsaWIla and the native wild gull's, fnmi wliicli it 
WAf i>ht>iined. The ijni|ies prior to tliis in M;issaeliusetts were 
the Isiilielia. CatJUvUi. Diana, and one or two others, all of wliieh 
iiere mnre or lefs (iiieerlain in v\\ic\\v\\^ tW\v lv\\\V** *Avft>j are 
"C t/,e present thue, Tlie ConeovA wvvsuAv^AvvceWWi^^a N;>.^iCvi 
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ill 1855, an<l iiiiiiUMliaU»ly lH*(;aiiui V(»ry pojuihir, not only in Nt;\v 
Kn<rlan(l, for wliicli il was spct-iallv littrd l>v ils uarlv riiKjiiiuLT, 
1ml all ovtT tlir i-ountrv. NursiMV-nicn tvfr\ w Ihmv nmltinlitMl 
the plants as fast as tlifv were able, and in a few years there 
were thousands of vines all over the eountrv, as there ai'e now 
millions of them, in the numerous vineyards i»f the South and 
West. 

In 1852, Mr. James S. Lippineott of New Jei'sey, in the A<T^ri- 
eultund Ili^port of that year, remarks that many hardy northern 
grapes '' find in lower latitudes and warmer zones a more con- 
genial climate, and attiiin there a degree of perfection never 
reached farther north. 'I'hus tli(^ (\Huu)rd is so hijLrhlv esteemed 
in some parts of the West, in lower latitudes, as almost to sur- 
pass the Delaware.*' In sonui njspeets it doessur[»ass the Dela- 
ware, which rarely ripens in the New Kngland States. 

in 1808, in Iowa, 50,000 gallons of wine were made in Des 
Moines countv alone, and it was said, "'the Concord is the favor- 
ite gra[)e, though many others are grown." 

Ill Missouri, in 1808, it wiis said, ** thousands of pounds of 
grapes are now produced where one pound was grown twenty 
yeai-s ago." '*Tlie Concord maintains its reputation in all parts 
of the State." *■' The Concord with ample room, fi-equently pro- 
duced one hundred pounds to the vine.'' Mr. Husmann --thinks 
it will produce the wine for the masses; a life and health inspir- 
ing, gentle stimulant, destined to become the every-day drink 
of the sturdy laborer, and supplant the fiery whiskey that has 
been too louor tlie national l>everiV^e.'' 
In Wiscomuu \n 1808, the CouwvOiwvv.^ vVvi V^Nv^>f^x^N^x^'^^" 
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and in Miclii^an. it was saiil, the Concoril and Delaware were 
the must t- xlen>ivtly planted. In Ohio, the same year, 148,767 
;4ail«»iis oi wine ucie pnidueiMl, lar<^ely from the Coneord <^nij>e. 
It ri[)fns tarly everywhere, and is admitted to be a gooil table 
grajte. and some yeai-s ago, all through the West and Northwest, 
was regularly snKl to jKissengers at all the railroad stations east 
of the Kocky Mountains. In the great region beyond the Mis- 
sissipjii, as well as throughout New York, tlie Lake Region, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, there are thousfinds of aeres of 
vineyards and millions of vines. The nui*sery-nien in the West- 
ern States sell hundreds of thousands of vines, one, two, and 
thrt-e yeaj-s old. and in some yeai-s were not able to supply the 
demand. It is entirely safe to say that no single fruit of any 
kind ever produeed has been reeeived with sueh favor, given 
su< h universal satisfaetion, <»r been so widely spread, in our 
own, and to a considerable extent in foreign countries. 



CHAPTER Vll. 



FREK PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



In its Free Public Library Concord feels a just pride. 
To the viiiitor it is one of the first and most attractive points of 
interest. 

The Lihrar}' building, though quite picturesque in appear- 
ance, is of no positive order of architecture, but rather a com- 
bination of the old and the modern styles. From every jx>int 
of view, it strikes the eye most pleasantly, and is a decided 
ornament to the town. The front view is particuljirly attrac- 
tive, suggesting a uroup of buildings rising successively one 
above the other. It is situated in a central and beautiful 
portion of the village, on the slightly elevated part of an 
acre of land, triangular in shape, »\.t) U\vi y^w^^assw v^^ "*il^S!k^ -^c^^ 



Saill.iiiv >li-,-U A lull .l.>,.-H|.tiu.i ..)' ll»- l.iiil.lii.g ^v.,1.l.l 
m,u.,,. 1.,..,,. >|M.- il,.,.. ,;ai. w.ll I..- si.iiir.l. TU>- ....-ravlnj- 

u|- vi.'W. 

Tho pliiii- -i l)i<' liuiMiii^-, its i:iiLi.sLriK.a.ioii, iiml 1\h: iiiLi'iior 
Hxtuifs wciu coini'^-H^tl iKulcr tlm diiveUoii, uml i»t tht- i;X]n;ii^t.- 
i>f Mr. Will Miiiiiih:, iM ugiftxtu liU iiiitivc lowu. Tlii: hiiilil- 
iiig iuiil biiitl A'tjoiitiiig wLM'e cuiivoveil Liy liiiii in li-u>t lu tlm 
Culiciid Fr.;t; INililiu Libriiiy, uiilijouL tu cuitiiiri coiulkiiiiis ninl 
i'eslrii'[i.iii,s lis fullnws : " Tu lurevcr kt!i:ii ami n;iiinlaiii tliiTc- 
iijMiii it liiiililiii}^ fur 11 public library', fur tliu use iil' tin: iiiliabi- 
taiits of C.nit-onl : thai no builclinj; slmll uvt- r bo ciccU-d iipiiii 
tlie ^'raiit>;il {iiuLiii^es, except fiii- the usv of ibf public library, 
us afureKiM ; aii<l tlie [<;iiiiiui) not &o unuiI, to i-i.-uiiLiii iip«ll lor 
liglit and air, and a-^ :m oi-niinicntiil eiiclosni-e for tliu bL-iiofit of 
tbe inhabiiauLs uf C-.iic.iil, but witlioiit a rii,'M. in s:iid iiiliiibi- 
taiit'i to ^'o ii^Ktii, or use the siiitie, except for rua^ioiiable ac<;ei^ 
to Slid libntrv, under such regulations lis iimy bo uiadu by said 
Cori"iratioii." etc, 

Tlie btii!diu;,r ,v;iri dedicated for tlie use of the library on the 
1st of October, 1873, with ceretnouies appropriate to the 
occasion. 

A circulariitg library has existed iu Coucoi-d probably for n 
longer perifHi of time thau in any other town in the Unite<l 
States. 

Most of the early settlei'^i in Concord, were men of liberal 
education and refinement, tho\ip\\, as wMV IVe V\\\\\».w* ^■juer- 
'f/r. t/ie relic^ous .-ientinient pvt'(\onVu\viV«»K. ^ax s^ftN^ >iX\^ \\ft.^- 
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lectuai. ** The religious biiis of our foiuiders," says Mr. 
Emerson, *^ Iiud its usual effect to secure an education to read 
the Bible and In lun-hook, and thence the step was easy for 
active minds to an acquaintance with history and with poetry/' 

In 1(j72, the town, by a connuitteOf instructed the select men 
to see '^ that care be taken of the Hooks of Martyrs and other 
books that belong to the town, that they be kept from abusive 
usage, and not be lent to persons more than oue mouth at a 
time/' How long previous to this record, that little nucleus of 
a library existed here, can only be conjectured, but as Bulkeley, 
Flint, and others, brought with them from England quite 
respectable sums of money, and personal property of various 
kinds, no doubt those ^^ Books of Martyrs,'' and other books 
were among the effects brought into Concord by those religious 
enthusiasts in 1635, and freely circulated, to keep alive the 
sentiment which prompted them to seek this new home in the 
wilderness, and to sustain all its trials. 

During the next liundred years or more there were, no doubt, 
other books added to this collection from time to time, but to 
what extent is not known. 

In 1786, a literary company was formed in the village, with a 
collection "consisting of well-chosen books in the various 
branches of literature " which were purchased by subscription. 
In 1795, the Charitable Library Society was organized, and ot 
the books of this Society, there is a copy of the catalogue now 
in the Concord Alcove, printed in 1805, which has two hundred 
and fifty volumes recorded. The members of this library 
muted with others in the organrnvVAOW oi ^w^'C^^t^^'^^^'^^ 



incoriwrated in 1821. This was uallwl tln! Conconl Siicial 
Libmrr. In 1836. it liud 11G8 voliiiufs on iu ithulves. Sa 
record? pxist to eniible us to yive all tlui titiitihtit-s w« would 
like iti reference to tlie Suciiil Liliniry. ll was owned by 
^)kllrelluIders, and supported by coiitribitlioiis; tlie ^liurcholders 
Idling a Lcnaiii sum yearly, aud otlitjrB a larger sum, lor tlic 
privilege of taking out books, the money bo contributed going 
towai-iU buying ne^v buvka and paying t-xpenses. In 1851, the 
Social Library was merged into tbe Town Libnuy. Two otber 
Collections, the Purish Library and tlnj Agricultural Library. 
Were afterwanls iuMed to the Town Library wliich continued 
in existence till the autumn of 18T3. ItK books were llieii 
transferred to the present Coucoi-d Free Public Library. 

The first juuiuaJ report of the Town Library Couimittei! 
ending Miirch 1st, 1853.represe]itM the nnnibcr of volumes re- 
ceived from the Social Lilmiry to l)P l,:il8, to wJiiuli were addeil 
duriu^ ihe previous year 199 voJujnt's, 113 by pujvJw.st.', ajjd 8S 
by donation. The number of books taken out during that year 
was 4,288, the largest number in one day being 80, and the 
smallest five. A special appeal wa» made in this report, to the 
fiiends of the library, for additional contributions, which how- 
ever, was not responded to very liberally, for during the next 
>ear, only 18 books were presented, 131 others were purchased, 
making the whole number 1,663. When the Social Library con- 
veyed its property to the town, it bound the latter \>y contract 
to raise annually the largest sum allowed by law. The amount 
so raised in 1853 was ¥141.75. The number of books taken 
out the folhiringyenrk not reportei, Wt t\\ft vtaa Q'i \X\ft\*«ws:^v 
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the cuminittee say, was '^constant and increasing/* In 1856 
the committee reported with some exultiition, tliat " 295 vol- 
umes a month have been taken out, on an average thnnighout 
the year." The i-eport of 1858 says " the interest of the peo- 
ple in the library continues without abatement/' 

The amount appropriated by the town, varied but slightly ' 
from year to year up to 1860, when the law seems to have been 
changed authorizing towns to appropriate fifty cents each of the 
ratable tolls, instead of twenty-five cents as had previously been 
the law. The whole number of volumes in the library in 1860 
was 2,762. With the larger appropriations from 1860, the 
library increased in a greater ratio from year to year up to the 
time immediately preceding its transfer to the present Free 
Public Library, Oct. 1st, 1873, when the number of the volumes 
was 6,887. 

Previous to the opening of the new library building, an ap- 
peal wtis made to citizens of the town, to natives who resided 
elsewhere, and to all lovers of old Concord, for donations of 
books, etc., the great object being to bring the number of books 
up to what is termed a first-class library, viz : 10,000 volumes. 
Such was the interest and enthusiasm excited by this appeal, 
that money, books, pamphlets, coins, medals, busts and pictures 
come in from all directions. There were one hundred and 
nineteen donors. The totals of the gifts were as follows : 
Money *3,570 ; books, 2,489 ; pamphlets, 1,360 ; three oil paint- 
ings ; forty-eight hdiotype impressions ; seven busts of promi- 
nent men; twenty medals; five hundred and six^tY-^v^^ <J'<^vx^v 
Hud seven autograph manuscripts.. 0\\^\!aA\ ^^\A> ^ ^vs^^-^sj^^ 
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wliicli have been <l<)iiatiuii», ami the others by purchase, making 
tlie present iiinnber of volumes in lh« libriiiv a little over 15,- 
000. Itesiil.-s books, tlicix- aiv over r.,000 piimphlets. 

The iiiimial uirciiliitioii siiici- the oiH'iiiiig of tlie new libniry 
has averaged over 23,000. The lai'gest number of volumes 




giren out in an}' one year U :2r>.O00 and in anyone month is 
2,868, and the largest jinniber in any one day 2TS. 

A portion of the library room is devoted to reference books, 
and conveniences for consulting them. About 5.000 volumes 
are used here annually in addition to the circulation of the 
lending librarj'. 

This seeni.^ a most extvar.v(\vua\"N Atow \\\^ V>\ * Y^\.\>N;sii>sN'^'' v^ 
less than 3.000. Ne;u\v ten ViooVi. Im esttN wvw. nxq^*--^ * 
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chilli ; ami Jncluiiiiij the books used in the refCTeiicc liepart- 
m?nt, more than ten to taoh |>er»(>n. It is tlimhtful if nny oUier 
lihiiiry in \m\- kiwii nr cilv in the worhl oiui nmki' so TuvoraVile 

The reading looiii, ivhiL-li is separate fvoni the lilirary room, 
is liUrally f urn i. -lie J witli magazines and olher periodicals, by 
snbscriptions and donations. By the last lepoit March 1st, 
1880, tiiere were on tlio tables twenty-nine quarterly and 
niontlily niapizine.-. twenty-lonr weekly and two daily papers. 
The niiiiilipr ol" readi-rs in this room varies from twenty to fifty 
per day, which .shonld also be added t^i the previous statement 
of the reading capauiiy of Concord [x-ople. 

Kriiin the lonunericenient, the new library has been extremely 
fortunaie in securing and redlining the services of h very effici- 
ent librarian. Jliss Whitney. Much credit is due to her for the 
irilerinr arraiit:enient--4 and for the successful nianagenient of 
ihe library. The catalogue of books compiled by Miss Whit- 
ney is a most admirable one. Al! the books are alphabetically 
arranged and clas^itied under the names of authors, titles, and 
subjects, with many Lross-references. The books are all classi- 
fied, each subject, and each division of a subject being by itself. 

One alcove in the library is devoted exclusively to tlie books, 
pamphlets, etc.. rt-lating particularly to Concoi-d. 

Tlie reference department is a very important one. It in- 
cludes many valuable books in all departments of learning. Ita 
advantages are seen every day, not only in connection with 
general readers, but with sc\n>\a\s ii:ott\ 'Oftfc Vxi^tt schools; 
«ord:^. technical terms, names, Aate'a, awA v'^aK*'^ "^•■^ ^^'^''^^'S ^ 
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geogrjipliy and science, iiiid illustmtionsand references in fiction, 
are made clear l)v tlu» \vtu*ks in tliis section. 

Since the openiiii^ (»!' the new library to the present date, a 
period of six years and five montlis, during which time over 
one hundred and fift3'-two thousand volumes have been given 
out, not a volume has been lost or seriously injured, without 
being re[)laced by the borrower. 

The library is now supported by appropriations from the 
town, and by income from a permanent fund donated and be- 
queathed to the library by different individuals. 

The library is open every day except Sunda3's and holidays, 
from 9 to 12 A. M. and from 2 to 6 P. M., and on Saturday 
evenings from 7 to 9 o'clock. 

Visitors will be interested in the fine oil painting of Emer- 
son, by David Scott of Edinburgh, painted in 1848; an oil 
painting of Columbus copied from the portrait by Titian; a 
copy of Stuart's Wasliington by Wm. j\Iai*shall; an engraving 
of Emei-son by Schoff, made from Rouse's crayon ; a crayon of 
Thoreau by Rouse ; a bust of Emei^on by Gould ; bust of 
Plato ; ]\Iiss Landor's bust of Hawthorne ; Richetson's bust 
of Louisa Alcott ; Dexter's bust of Agassiz ; Gould's bust of 
Mr. ^lunroe; French's bust of Simon Brown; a bust of Horace 
^lann ; a picture of the old jail, drawn by a Britisli officer im- 
prisoned tliere ; the sword carried by Capt. Isaac Davis at the 
Concord Fight; spontoon carried at the Concord Fight; scis 
sors with which the cartridges were cut ; and the anvil on w^hieh 
guns were repaired previous to the Cowe^iYd ¥v^t. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



THE MONUMENTS. 

The Monuments. The spot on whieli tlie British fought 

has long been marked by a plain, granite monument, which 

bears upon a tablet the following inscription written by Dr, 

Edward Jarvis. 

Hert- 

on the 19th of April, 1775, 

WMS made the first forcible resistance to ^ 

British A^jgression. 

On the opposite bank stood the American militia. 

Here stood the invadinj^ army. 

and on this spot the first of the enemy fell 

in the War o^ iVve "?.e\o\w\.\c^T\, 

which gave Independence Vo \\\ese:\jvv\\t^ '^x.tx.x^v 



Tilt. MOXfMEXTS. 



V. ^;i.lo w-liii'e tlie Aiiifi'i--'aiis I'.niglit, Mv. I). C'. Krpiicli. 
iciiliitor lit' tlie town, lias designed ft Inoiize !*tiitne of 




THE NORTH 



tl:f' Minute Mini uf the day, \\\\\\. wonderful tnitli and vigor of 
action ; and it i.s visited daily by people who come from far and 
near, and tlie bridge, wliioh lias bei'ii built by the citizens of the 
town to c:()py the old North Bridge, is constantly being crossed 
W every description of vehicle, conveying passengers to study 
the details of the nioniinieiit, as the costnme of the expectant 
soldier, iho ohl-fashioiied ^ilonjU u^i\ wludk W Wiw^v'iwi- '^'«. 
okl Hhit-hjck musket, wh'icAi W ^vv\sv*.'.\w ^:A>i«^v^ .^^^^;g^s^ -A-^-* 
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oiigiiiiiU from whii'h the voiiiifj itrtist macla the closest stuitius. 
L"[Hiii the jjriiiiile buseiiir cut thp fii-st Uiii's of one of Kmersuirs 
It} mil:'. It hiis Wen well ^Jlil^, " F«w towns civii funiish » iK)et, 
a sculptor, and aTioccjision," 

As lliey pass ovf r tlie b rid go on their return, even the most 
careless visitor [Miisfs for it moment at the gravi: uf the British 
soldiers, who, for u hundred yeitrs, have kin on the spot where 
iliey were hastily buried on the afternoon of tlie Fight, bj- two 
of tlie Concord nieu who made u grive for them just where 
they hiid fallen. No oni' knew their names, and tliey slept un- 
wept, save by the murmuring pines, with the very same rough 
stones from the wall which have been tlieir only mmumienta for 
uiieliundred years mitil at tlie last centenniitl celebration the 
town caused this inscription to be cut on tiie stone which forms 
a part of the wall, " Grave of British Soldiers." The avenue 
of pine trees was set out by tlie citizens in one morning, as each 
one brought and placed in the row a little sapling; and 
some of the town?-people are now able to tell which tree was 
planted by tiieir ancestor. The two large trees which stood 
near the river were in existence »t the time of the battle. 

The monument on the Common in memory of the soldiers 
who fell in the late civil war was erected April 19th, 1867. It 
bears on a bronze lahlet the names of all the departed heroes 
"who found in Concord a birthplace, home or grave." The 
motto ** Faithful unto death " is cut on the south side, and the 
dates of the beginning and the end of the war are on the north 
s/de, year it is an elm tree undet wVvcV, iv<itc»t&.'ft%\.<i tv^dlUon, 
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(lie RfV. Williiiiii Emerson delivered liis tainons speech on the 
mornin<jf of the li<(ht. A hundred yea r.s hiler, when the descen- 
dants of the same men who fought that day returned from the 
blood V hatth'-iielils ot the South, bearini' in Imnor the same an- 
cient nam(>s and assisted at the deilication of the monument to 
their comrades who were "• faithful unto death/' the present Mr. 
f^merson delivered an address, standing in the shade of the 
same noble old elm, making true the lines in the ode sung on 
that day : 

•* Hencath the shadow of the k\\w where ninety years ago 
( )lcl Concord's rustic heroes met to face a foreign foe, 
We come to consecrate this stone to heroes of to-dav, 
Who perished in a holy cause as gallantly as they. 

The patriot preacher's bugle call that April n-.orning knew, 
Still lingers in thi- silver tones of him who speaks to you, 
As on their former muster fields called by its notes again. 
Those ancient heroes seem to greet brave Prescott and his men. 

And ase.'ich soldier saint appears to answer lo his name. 
Not one has dimmed the lustre of its old unconquered fame; 
They, too, have left their peaceful fields for scenes of bloody strife 
And death has changed to hallowed ground the fields they tilled in lift. 

The bronze and stone we proudly rear must surely pass away. 
Hut deathless lives of dvinjr braves can never know decav; 
For freed from stain of slavery, our re-united land, 
The soldier's proudest monument will ever firmly stand." 



•44 rnr. covroci' (.i-mr i-ook. 

An eloquent Hildrcss was nmilc iiiwu tliis occasion Ijy tlm 
Hmi. E. R. Hoar. «lni aiwo luaili- ii ^l*■l'cll uf Melwnntj to the 
Boliliers on llieir ivtutn. wlii.-li U iL-mtiiil)eaHl witli |»iil« aud 
pleasure by all wIjo lininl il. 




The 19iK of April will ever he .a niemoiiible day in Concord, 

not only as tlie anniveisaiy of the first battle of tlie Revolution, 

but because of its singular bearing upon the history of our whole 

country; for we learn from Palfrey that in June, 1602, Gos- 

noJc/'s ship, the Concord, left Amenca oi.\ V« 'c<;Vmw. "^n'^xVj- 
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six years iifttM", on tluj 19tli of April, Sir Kdmuiid Aiidroswas 
imprisoned ; eighty-six years after, on the 19th of April, the 
hattle of Coneord was fonj^liL ; eighiy-six years after, on the 
ISth of ^Vpril, the lirst altaik was niaiU*. in Haltiniore upon the 
Northern forces on their way to Washington, and on the same 
day the first company left Concord for Washington, composed 
hirgely of descendants, bearing the names of the same men who 
fouglit in 1775. 

The Town Hall is behind the old elm, where the orators 
before alluded to have spoken ; and next on the right is the 
building formerly used as aCJourt House, behind which an old 
gate stood, within the memory^ of some natives of the town, 
which was the entrance to the field held in common by the forty 
original holders. 

The Crrand Army of tlie Hepul)Iic holds monthly meetings 
in its hall on the Milldam. It is eoni|)osed of veterans, nianv 
of whom are the direct descendants of the niinute-nien of 177^). 
This organization celebrates Decoration Day in an original man- 
ner, .and which attracts thousands of visitors yearly. It is 
constantly employed in unostentatious works of charity. 



CHAPTKK IX. 



THE ST(I»r() AND THK ANTI(,»UAi:iAN SCX^IETY. 

The studio of Mr. Daniel Chester French stiinds in the 
.'trchiird of the fariii of his father, IIoii. II. F. French, not far from 
the station of tlie Fitcliburix Kaih-oad. It was built in the year 
ISTO ill the modified Queen Aune styUs'after a phin of his own. 
It eniisists of two buihlings united, the reception and the work- 
in*^ room; the outside is finished to a height of ten feet in 
oHve-green mastic, over which round sliingles of Venetian red 
extend to the brown roof wliich rises to a heiglit of nineteen 
feet from the entrance, which is twelve feet. 

The reception room is ornamented with antique furniture, and 
decorated with tapestry and curtains and pieces of Kensington 

\jv6 




Mr. French's Studio, wh«re the Minute Man was modelled. 




intiqoanan Rooms. 
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work. Endyniioii, Kclio, ami other statiieti, and baa-reliefa of 
iiwU and nllior li};m'<'s ari! in this r<»om. mikI the space by the 
iloor is (ilhul wilh u deep wiuduw-seat of u iiHiiiiit and hcli 




dcsijfii, with a lasU'fiil coiiibiiiatioii of coloi-s; and the space 
above it is tilled by a bas-relief and Japanese and other oniii- 
■nents. The work rmmi contains The Minute Maain theoriginiil 
plaster, his grent pronp of Law, Pi-osiieiity and Power, busts of 
Enier-ioH nij(} Jiidq-o French, am\ maw^' \ntAA*wi\^'''wVs- ^■^"^■■*^- 
««* stages of completion. Mv. Vve^xAxs *tvt\v&-^^ ■v^^■^^^a>x 
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work, ■• The Miiiul.- Miin," wliiuli iis hi-l'in'e iiieiitioned, 
.^t;>n<l> ..II 111- >r.-ii<--t III.' Ki^'lit al lli.' ol.l Korth Itridgt.-, 
«;.- c..iii[.k'tf.l i>. 1n4. wl,-ii lu- mis l\*,'iitvluur jn.rs ol.l. 
lli-furL- its <i.?.lU'Atii.n li.t wi-nl l.i KiKri-licc, Itiilv. l« pnrsiie liia 
studies, and wliile tlieiv, iiiiioii^ otlier works of lessei' note lie 
modelled his " Eiidymioii." After IiLs rtiltini to tliis eouiitiy lie 
worked awhile in Washington, then in lioston, and in tl.it 
spring of 1879 perniiinenUy eritiiWislied liimself in liin dearly 
Invcd town itnd bnilt tlie stniUii. 

His bujt of Emerson, sliowirifi in the hest light the ripe nni- 
turity of the scholar, teacher imd poet, is well wiirlli the j'ear's 
work if nothing elMi; liiid been done. 

Mr, French"? colossal designs of " Peace Jiiid Vii^iliince " and 
" Law, Pros{>erity and Power," have lieen nmch lulniired, while 
his pfirtrait Ln;-ts are very tmccessfni. 

His swift advance in his twenty years' dcvution to his Jiit, 
from the time when his first clay was given him hy the hiinented 
May Alcott, to the day when liis matiii-cd work. " Death and the 
St-ulptor," a memorial of Milnioi-e, c«nnmanded praise from the 
severest critics, is a wan-ant that liis name and fame will be 
inseparably linked with that of historic old Concord. 

On Lexington Road, a few rods east of the public Square, 
is the house of the Concord Antiquarian Society, one of the 
oldest buildings now standing in Concord, and which was occu- 
pied in 1775 by Reuben Brown, a saddler, who made cartridge 
boxes and military equii)ments fov l\\e \^^,tvwts, in his shop 
On'II standing) next west ol \us Vouse. ''lVc A^.^v'^^'^ '**^'^ ^^ 
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fire by the Hiilisli soldiei-s on Apiil ItK 177'), hut fortunately 
was not (lestrovcd. 

In the veiir 1«S8() tlie liouse was innvliasnl bv the Concord 
Antiquarian Society, and the anti(|uarian collection of Mr. 
Cunimings K. Davis, which the Society bought at about the 
same time, was removed fioni its former place of storage in 
the Court House, and t^istefuUy arranged in its new (|uartei*s. 
The collection had U»en half a centurv in the making, and is 
verv larcjelv of objects of local interest, eacli of the old families 
of Concord haviuir contributed somethincr in the wav of fund- 
ture, china, kitchen utensils, weapons, books, or the like. 

As far as possible the house has been furnished iis if it were 
still occupied as a family residence, and the old kitchen es])e- 
ciallv. with its broad fireplace and hiy-h-backed settles, its wide 
" dre.sser,'' cover(»d with shinintr pewt(*r. its ehurn and spinning- 
wheel, and all the old-fashioned imphMuenis of housekeeping, 
recalls ••the ir<>*^d old colony times when we lived inider the 
King." There is china (falorv in every ro(»ni of the house ; 
spider-legged and claw-foot tiibles: stiff, hard, uncomi)romising 
old chaii's of the Provincial period, and the later and mcue 
graceful productions of the Chippendale school; half a <lozen 
tall clocks, one of them once belouffincf to Dr. Jonathan Pres- 
cott, who, his gravestone tells us, •• married the amiable and 
only daughter of the Hon. Col. Peter Hulkeley,** almost two 
hundred vears asfo: furniture from '"'" the Old Manse,*' includin<jf 
the study chair of the Rev. Daniel Bliss, the great-grandfather 
of Emei-son, a/id t)ie chair of t\\e Rex. \^v.^\>^^n, Av^^ wx^wi, ^x;jccv 
sixty years minister of Concord-, vvw vAv\ ^Vv\\\v^^ ^^v^ ^^"^ "^^"^ ^^ 
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hiif-kl-v. tl- <niirt"-lH.v.-s. aild il,t- in.n-ritni.u-il sj.t-fl;tcU's of seri- 
oii-^ v'A l'iirit:ii.s |i.ii;,r .Mil,.,, ■■j^.itif to tlieir ivwaitl." and the 
arrv.n-liPLtii-. ti»-\<. anil ini]iIfiiieiHs of the Indians whom Uiey 
snpjilaiited. 

One room in lh<- house loiitains the desk of Heiirj' D, TIio- 
rvau. his bed. his t-liaii-s. and niiitiy oclier of his jiei'sonal Wlong- 
iuffs. The house is kejit closed during the winter months, hut 
for the greater [art of the year it is ojien in the afternoons, a 
small fee tx-ing ihaiged to defray the expense of its eare. 



CHAPTKH X. 



VAKIors OIUJANIZATIONS. 



The Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Co. was organ- 
ized March '2\K 1826. lis tirst President was ilie Hon. Abiel 
Ileywood, distinguislied as a pliysician as well as for honorable 
service in town and state, as in later life lie turned his attention 
from professional to pnblic duties, and was Associate^ Judge of 
the ('Ourt of Sessions, and as Justice of the Peace and Quorum 
heard most of the cjises in and about 'Jie town which were 
within liis jurisdiction; he was also town clerk for a period of 
thirtv-ei<rht vears. He jrtaduated in 1781, was married at the 
acre of sixtv-two, and died Oct. 29. l8o9, ao;ed 80 vears. 
His monument of Scotcli irranite is one of the ornaments of 
Sleepy Hollow, and his memory is cherished bv UU tcs^vx^^'Ksft:^- 
Hlif soiu George Hevwood. \\oVU VW ^oi^xu^^w v?l\x\^ \:J5i^x^^^ -^ 
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Presiilciii i.f ihr Insnr.iiirc fViinptiny. aiid was town i-liM'k. tlip 
U-.ks iMvJr.i; I--.-1I k,-[>t Iiv tliMci i"\ ..v.T siviv-livL- vciirs. He 
l.n, ;LKn l-.,.r] \-'\ m-vuii v.mi's in lli,- M,i-.Narlui,-...|Ls House ,if 
Keprpientative> am! Seiiiile, iiiid «iis, ulso, a member of the 
Govemnr's Council, The Coni[iaiiy"s Seci'Ctaiy mid Treasurer 
was tlie Hull. Xathnit Brooks, whose upiight character and wis- 
dom made him the nounsellar mul guide of thousands, and his 
gcniiil wii iind kitidncss of bcin-t will make Iiini Iniirr i-eniem- 
Kred )ir>d loved. He was a Hiiee.-fL^ful lawyer, in wliieli |irofes- 
sieii he »as Mleeeede<l by hi« son. ihe Hon. Ceor.,'.' M. Hrooks. 
who wa> a ineiiil«>r of the Mas^aeliiisells Hulise i.f Ue].resent!i- 
tive:« ami Si.-ijai<'. and I'liiled Slates House tif ItepreMeiltnlives, 
:i(i.l wa- .Iml;_... uf I'lnhale. Tlie j.i-esfiit SeereMry is Hiuhurd 
Ititrretl. K-j.. atui ili,' ortrnni/.ali.ui midei* the cxistirjj^' numuge- 
m^nt is "tiu (if till' mtist jinwerfiil and iruslworthy in tlit; 
Slate. 

The Charitable Society has lieeu successful in relieuinjj 
lii-tress and alinosi exienniiiatin-,' |>auperistn fr<ini tliu town. 
siTii.t; 1?U tu ihe present <Iay. when it is more vigorous and 
efticient than ever, Iteing managed wholly hy ladies. 

The Fire Society was orgatnzed May 5. 17!i4. Kacli 
iiieiuljer was ohliged to keep in order a long ladder, and two 
!•! mruv tire hiiekets in a I'onvenietit plaee, and many of the 
latter aiv tn !«.- seen hanging in the entrys of the old houses. 
Tiie lii^c tire engine was i>r(.eured in 17^*4. 

The B. 0. &W. Club has its mom in Friends' block on 
th,, miUam. 'i'Jiis Club was estaVAw\\«i m "^^^^ vw^d was 
■loiiiied lo promoii: sucial iutevcouise, mA >^\on\^s. vl\«».\vs. -A 
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pleasant recreation anionix its inenil)er.s/' Any o^entlenian is 
elisfibh* for menilHMsliip. Tlie elul) is liniiteU to foity nienii)ers. 
The clulHooni is open, on week days only, from J> a.m. to 
11 P.M. 

The Middlesex Agricultural Society held its first show 
in Concord on the 11th of October, 18*20, and formerly owned 
a tract of land in the centre of what is now the area of Sleepy 
Hollow. Upon the sale of this land to the town they pur- 
chased the extensive grounds, and buili the hall on Main street. 

The School of Philosophy. It was opened in 1879 at 
the Orchard House of Mr. Alcott, where the sessions were 
held in Mr. Alcolt's library and in the room adjoining, which 
had Ijeen the studio of Mav Alcott, before she went abroad 
in 1877, on that pilgrimaire of art from which she was never to 
return. For several vears the sessions were held in a new hall, 
still stan(Un<jf on the hillside west of the Orchard House, under 
the pine-trees that crown the slo[)e. It is a plain little struc- 
ture, called *• 'i'he Chapel,*' arranged for the convenience of the 
school, but without luxury or ornament. Over its porch is 
trained Mr. Alcott's largest grape vine, and on either side of 
it shady paths lead by arbors to the hill-to[). 

The history of the Concord School of Pliilosoi)hy, though 
brief, is interestinji', and dates back farther than the vear of 
its opening. So long ago as 1842, when Mr. Alcott (then 
livinor at the Hosmer Cottacfe, where his daucrhter Mav ^vas 
born) visited Eno-land. he be^^aw lo c,vAV^e\o Wv:nV^ ^^^ *^x^ ^^^^"^^^"^ 
of a achoul of tlie First P\\\\osv^yA\>% "^^^ "^^^ ^.^vj^Xy-Sv^v. \\xx 'fe««^a 



fan of NViv F.iirrl.ih-l. For tliis [pur[H.si> Mi'. -lumcs I'icrrcpont 
On-itvis. :i->f Kiijrli>!i fnniiA and <lisei|>le of I't-stiilum. who 
.iicl ill Mud.. 1-4:2. lit(|iii;rtt!iea a .rnlk-citon of c-iirumH vol- 
unu-. wi.i.i, Mr. Aleott uri<I an F.iij,'lisli fiitmii. ClmrU's Lane, 
bniuglii uYL-r from London ^nd de{io»ited in Cononiil. For 
niiiny years lliey liiive stood On tiic shelvt's in tlie OioliBi'd 
House, and they are noiv destined to form ii jiart of tlie 
lilirary of tlie Concord Sclitiot. In pufuu.inLc of lus long- 
clienslii.-<l [il.in. .Mr. Alcott. in 1H7)^. urningcd witli Ids neigh- 
lx>r. Mr. F. ]{. S.inWni. to nink.- ;l Ix-rrinidny. iind enily in 
llie year IHl^ a Faculty ot I'liilosopliy was organized infor- 
mally at CiiHC'iinl. ttitli meinWiii residing, some in th:it town, 
some in iltc vitiniiy of lioston, and ntlierf- M tin: W'pst. In 
course of ilie siiriu'i. tlie Dean of tliis Faenlly. ilr. A, iii-nnson 
Alc'iit. ami tlie S^ereiacy. Jlr. Sanborn, issued a eircnliir call- 
ing ll.e S..K,>(.1 t..i,'etliL-r fur a s.-ssion of live weeks in July 
and Aiigu^i. 

Mr. -'vlu.-tt. iis I)e;in ..f tlie Facnlty. ojiened tlie School on 
tin; m.n-niiig ..f Jidy 1.1. ISTi'. wiiti an ad.lress of weleoine. 
and eloseil It on (lie evening of Angnst Iti. witli a vuleiiictoiy 
iiddres.s. 

The variety of .subjects considei'eil during the time that 
the t^ehool existed, show that its scope was not a nanxiw 
one : and the wide diversity of ojiinion iiniong those who 
have spoken fiom its platform may serve us a guarantee that 
no limitation of sect or philosophiwd shibboleth has been 
enforced. T/ie aim of the Facu\ty \\»& \)ftftw \o Vmw^ t.fA-getlier 
a /en- of those pei'SOlls who. ui .Vwftirv'ia., V'a.N* ^jwysa^A, ^ot. 
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desire to i)Ui*sue, tlie paths of speculative pliilosophy; to eii- 
couicige these stiulonts aiul i>rofessoi's to eominunicate with 
each other whiit thev liave learned and meditated ; and to 
illustrate by a constant reference to poetry and the higher 
literature. 

This School was the last enterprise of a general character 
in which Mr. Emerson engaged, and derived a {)ortion of 
its interest from his eonnectiiui witli it. This connection 
wfis not very close, however, since its opening was delayed 
until those later years of his life when he withdrew from an 
active part even in conversation ; but he was fully cognizant 
of its aims, and in the most friendlv relation to its founders, 
the chief of whom was Mr. Alcott. The last public meet- 
ing in Hillside Chapel wiis the Memorial to Mr. Alcott in 
May, 1888, on wiiieh occasion the building was crowded 
with his friends, who united in paying loving testimony to 
his talents. 

The Concord Artillery was incorporated on Feb. 28, 1804. 
It has a fine new armory on Walden street. The inscription 
on their csvnnon is as follows: 

**The Legislature of Massachusetts consecrate the names of Maj. John 
Buttrick and Capt. Isaac Davis whose valor and example excited their 
fellow citizens to a successful resistance of a superior number of British 
troops at Concord Bridge the iQih of April 1775 ^vhich was the begin- 
ning of the contest in arms that ended in American Independence." 

This company formed a portion of the regiment under the 
command of tlie cfallant Col. PT^^e,cAX ^\\\^\ ^'kvxK. \x<^-^ '^^^ 
town to the seat of the llebeWvou ou t\\e^ \^'<^^ ^"^ KNgi^-^'^S; 
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ami nianv of its iii-'IiiIh.ts enlisted tor Uie witr iiml fullnwed 
Itiin from iiull Unri niiil tlic bloody (icld of Fivdriuksburg 
to ilii- victury i>t iM.-iiysbm-g, and tbmii<;h tbe many i-iigJige- 
iiK-iits lwiw.-.-ii til,' Wilderness luul I'etci-sbiiiji, iviioiv on tlie 
\^\\\ c.f Juiif \w. iva-ived ii uiovtiil wound liinl ili<-d tbe next 
day. Tbeiie vertit-s were cojiied in bis f Liner.it oi-ation: 

'■ Deck (lui your hill^ old Ciiticord in all your summer pride. 
To welcnme back your soldier who (or Lilierti lia» died. 
Trail in the diut iDiir necpinj; elms ainng llie sili-nl street. 
And with pride xnix ^nrrnw mini;1ed, pre|)are vour dead to meet. 
For he loted the ;;enilc liter, with iLi cilin and peaceful shore. 
He loved the Cjuiei \illagc life, but be loved Ills country more: 
For he beard her earliest call for help, and answering lo the cry. 
Showed hdrt a ^oiUier ought to liL;ht. .iiid a Christian ought lo die." 

The Institution of Masonry Ims ahvuvs bcld a resjiectiible 

ln-1-s many uf tbe most pioiniiient citi/.i'iis of tbe town. Tbe 
(_'oi'iii[!ii:in L-id^^e w;is orirniiized in 1797. nnder a cbarter from 
tbe (iraiid I.i«lire of .Massaebiiselt-s of tbe ItJtb of June, signed 
by tlie M. W, finiinl Master Paul Revere of Revolutionary 
memory, and liy 1-aiali Tliomiis of equal bistoric eminence, 
(irand Scoretaiy. In ibe organization of tbe lodge, Kev, Dr. 
Morse of CharlestoHii delivered tbe address, and at tbe dedi- 
cation of tbe first ball. Nov. 13. 1820. ii Masonic address was 
pronounced by K- W. Benjamin Gleason, Grand Lecturer of 
Massacbiiseits. W. Isaac Hurd was first .Master, and Rev, 
Dr. BipJey was one of tiie early imUates \n \"^%. Xxwa^^ tlve 
.f/asrer:s of the lod^e niav be mentioned tW \\am«s. o\ "«\%.v.^\% 
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Jarvis, Beujarain Ball, John Brown, John Keyes, William 
Whiting, Kphraim II. Bellows, Louis A. Surelte, (reorge P. 
How, and many others. Among its prominent members were 
Abel Barrett, Abraliam Skinner, Thonuis O. Selfridge. Cuoves- 
nor Tarbell of Lineoln, David Barnard, Gershom Fay, Nathan 
Heald, Rufus Hosmer, Samuel Kipley, Calvin C. Damon, 
Thomas Todd, Hartwell Bigelow, Samuel P. P. Fay (afterwards 
Grand Master), and many others, including citizens of Acton, 
Lincoln, Carlisle, Stow, Bedford, Chelmsford, Dracut, Weston, 
Sudbury, and other towns. For many years the meetings were 
held in the hall of the building used for a schoplhouse, and 
afterwards as an engine house, opposite the Court House. In 
1871, a new hall was erected on the main street in the village, 
near the public Square, which was dedicated on the 20th of 
PY'bruary, 1872, when a Masonic Jiddress was delivered by U. 
W. William Wilder Wiieildon. The occasion was honored by 
the presence of the officers of the Grand Lodge of Massachu- 
setts, M. W. John J. Heard, Grand Master. The lodge is 
now in a prosperous condition. 

Walden Royal Arch Chapter, which was organized in 1874, 
holds its monthlv convocations in the new Masonic hall. 

The Concord Bank was incorporated March 3, 1832. Daniel 
Shattuck was the iirst President, and John M. Chenev Cashier. 
Mr. Shattuck continued in office until October, 18G0, when he 
was succeeded by George Hej^wood. The bank re-organized 
under the National Banking Act, Feb. 23, 1865, as the Concord 
National Bank of Concord, reUuum^ ^Vv, ^'^^^'^'^^ ^>^^^*^sx. 
CJjeney. Mr. Chenev died, F(A>. \?>. \%^^.^\x^ nn«^^ ^vx<.v:s^^^^^ 
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by II--ar\ J. Walc.u ami U. 1„ V:<.'wni. Mr. K. f. l)ai>M.H is 
Ihe j.tv-..'i.l i'ltM.ietilol liiu f.uicc.id Nalioii;il Maul,, mi. I Mr. 
>AvaaA Ho.li' i> I'lvsxlei.i i.( iIk- MiiI.II.'».l'^ luMii.uioii for 
Savings, tlie lie^ij-iirer ul' wlucli is Mi. Hl-iiit .1. lloKiiier. Fnr 
the accoDimodation of the N'atioriiil iukI Saviiijpi Kaiik. a tine 
brick building was finished in 1895. 

Water Supply. S^iidy Pond, from whence ibt- wiiter is 
obtained wliieh supplies Concoitl so iibtiiidiintly. lies in the 
neighlwring tonii of Lincoln, two iind Ji half niiies fi-oni the 
centre of CoJicord village. It is n Ireftiitifiil sheet of water, 
covering an area of one hundred and fifty aeies iit its mean 
height, and vaiii-s only alx)nt two feet from its highest to its 
lowest elevation. The [xmd is ir;i]iuhle of furnishing half a 
million gallons djily — enough fur ten tlionsand inhalii bints, 
allowing fifty giilhtns eacli ]ier ihiy. I'lie character of the 
water is remarkable tor its extreme imrity, eontaining as it 
Joes un unusually small quantity of niitiei-al and organic mat- 
ter in solution, there being only one and three-fourtlis gmins 
of solid mailer in a gallon of the water. Pmf. Goessmann says. 
so far as lie is ab> to determine, its analysis places the water 
of Sandy Pond, a.* regards puritj-, first among all waters used 
in thi* nr any other country. The average impurities in the 
waters from npivards of ftu'ty different souives in the United 
States and Eurojie is 5.07 grains per U. S. gallon, the i-ange 
being from 1.7" for Concord to 16.38 for London. The mean 
elevation of Sandy Pond above Main street is fully (me hun- 
dred feet, and when usiiiw l\ose. a stteavn t'wx \« ■Cwswk'r ^w.™. 
3 An/mm to the top of any buWdvng Vn ^.Q■^-^^. "^^^ -AX^N^^^s*- 
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iiigs which C'oncoifl enjoys, this is certainly one of the purest 
and best. 

The Concord Lyceum was formed January 7, 1829, and 
the Debating Society wliich had been in existence six years 
was united to it. Its organization consisted at first, of Presi- 
dent, two Vice Presitlents (all clergymen), two Secretaries, a 
Treasurer, and three Curatoi-s, but for many years it has been 
chief!}' managed by two Curators. 

Every lecturer of note in New England and New York 
States has been heard l)efore tliis organization, the most cele- 
brated oratoi*s having made frequent addresses here, including 
Beecher, Curtis, Gough, Whipple, Phillips, etc. On the occa- 
sion of its centennial anniversarv, Jud^e Hoar delivered a most 
eloquent tribute to Emei>>on and others who had done much 
to sustain and carry it on. In February of the year 1879, Mr. 
Emerson delivered his one hundredth lecture before the 
Lyceum. The hall was crowded with his townspeople, and 
sti*angers who were attracted from Boston and other places, to 
listen to him ; all were delighted to hear liim speak with great 
power, the lecture being, by every one, considered .is one of 
his best. 

The Emerson School stands on the lot in the rear of the 
present high schoolhouse, ending on Hubbard street. 

The extreme length of the building is 106 feet, the depth 

of the centre section 58 feet, and the depth of the two wings 

44 feet. The centre section projects before the wings seven 

feet on the east and west facades. The struGtvire i«» ^ t.W<^^« 

story oDOj and the stone ashler u\\^e\^ww\\\\^ \^ iviw\fc'^'^^>^^' 



Tilt brickwurk of the lirst sloiy is 10 feel liiyii, hikI Hi" woutleii 
^^«nul funy 12 fi't-l ia lieiglit. Tlie ceiitriil i-ouf, wliich is at 
liyJit rtiiglo lu tlitfuiiigs is 8uriuuiniU:iL by u lnLiutsuiim spire, 
ivlilcli i;iiiitaiii:i a belfry ami vt-iitilau>i;i. Tiie t!iitniiioo consists 
ijfiil4-fi>ot arcliwuy iiiiii recess witU gnuiite ttteps. Tiiis arch 
lias, for triiiiiiiiiig, ttjira cotta casts hikI moulded bricks. A 
roomy hall runs entirely through the centre of tlie building 
crosswist. On each side, in both the first and second stories, 
are conveiiient wardrobe rooms. The length of this hall is 
67 feet, and the width 10 feet. There are eight schoolrooms, 
four on each fiuor. In size 20 feet and 6 inches by 40 feet 
and 6 inchfs, haYiiig a seating capacity .of 66 pupils each. 

It Wiia iirsi occupied in December, 1880, iind cost, besideB 
the appropriition of 413,350, *500 contributed by Reuben N. 
Kice and >500 by Edwin S. liarrett for the pnrpose of haviipg 
liiB ftrrt story of the i^triicture built of brick instead of wood, 
as was originally intended. Tire first-named donor also paid 
for the weather vnne. This account is condensed from that of 
G. E. Hanington, Esq. 

The building committee of the Emerson school house wera 
Sainuel Hoar, John B. Tileiiton, and Henry J. Hosmer. 

Among the [leculiar institutions of Concord are the Clubs. , 

The Social Circle, ilic most venerable of these, was 
luuiided alwut 1"S2, und probably gi'ew out of the famous 
ruuimittee of Safely. It includes twenty-live of our most in- 
duential men. who sui> together twenty-five times annually on 
^^/icceA^iie Tiieadnv evenings. AUet tVe v\.«a.\\\ ot ^.u^ member 
'-.■*■ NirinuirU mul to the otUei-s av\4 iVw \«e?«vN^^"vt^ ■«.■««».- 
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script. There has l>een only one iiistiince of failure to do this, 
ami the member in question left town some time before his 
death. 

The Dramatic Club, which is the oldest to which both 

ladies and gentlemen belong, was founded in 1875, has given 
several excellent comedies and an operetta in the Town Hall, 
and now occiisionally reads plays at [)rivate houses to keep 
itself in training for future triumphs. 

The Saturday Club. Among the most interesting of our 
literary and social meetings are those held by the ^Saturday 
Club, which was founded by Mme. Nieriker, then Miss May 
Alcott, on January 22, 1876, and has continued ever since to 
assemble on alternate Saturdays, usually in the evening, at the 
houses of the ladies an<l gentlemen composing it. There is a 
large membership, and many guests have been invited to the 
summer picnics, as well as to the so-called open clubs, before 
which such visitoi*s as Dr. Hedge, Dr. I'ealx)dy, Professor C. C 
Everett, Professor Davidson, Mr. (\ I). H. Mills, and Kev. Wm.. 
J. Potter liave read their essays. Memorial meetings were 
held in January and February 1860, in honor of two of its 
meml)ers recently deceased, one of these being its founder. 

Concord's Home for the Aged was organized Deceml)er 
30, 1886, and in March, 1887, purchased a large house on 
Walden street, which it w^as enabled to do by the gift of 
$20,000 from Miss Martha Hunt, in tribute to the memory of 
her father. Under the efficient management of the principal 
ladies of the town, it has done au exvie,\\^\\i ^w^ \vv ^^x'^^x^svcsx^ 
a conifortnblt: home for pcnuvvuewt vvi^vOi^vs!^^ of^. ^v^v^^^^^^- 
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I.AKK WALDEN. 



Lake Walden, or Wahlen Pond as it has always been 
called in the g«>od old days before tlie whistle of the raili*oad 
eiifi^ine (rave place to the scream of the loon and honk of the 

OCX 

wild gofKse, is a pellucid hasin of the piirest water nestling 
among low hills. Its rare and lovely Iniauty attracted alike 
the poet, philosopher, and naturalist. Mr. R. W. Emerson loved 
to ramble around it and was induced to purchase a large titict 
which Ixutlered upon it. Here he made his rustic study, and 
wandering through its vistas mused upon the deep tlioughts of 
philosophy, and wove his subtle fancies which in essJiy and 
p4:>eni have charmed students in two continents. In liis i»oem 
entitled "J/r rrarden," Mr, Emevsovv \u\.^ immortalized Walden 
PoncL which is also reflected *\u w.vwy ^>l\\\^ ^VV^>^ x^v^\V^, ^\fcxfe 



( t 

• f . 

I 

\ t 









« • 



ho used to hrinix his (liiUliiMi on Sinulav afiernooiis, luicl thus 
instilled into iheir voun<r minds the love for natiire whicli dis- 
tinguislied them in hiter lite. Tiie i>ictnres(|ne portion ahout 
'J'horeairs Cove is still owned hy his familv, and his vonnirest 
daujirhter i)urehased Faiivland several veai-s am) in order lo 
save its noble trees from the woodman's axe. This romantic 
spot may be called a suburb of W.alden, as it is only separated 
bv the width of a coinitrv road from Walden woods. F'airv- 
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land has a pretty pond einl)owered in trees, and a delieions 
spring, cool and clear enonsrh to have been patronized by 
the fairies. It has always l)een a favorite haunt for the 
children of the villacre. and manv of the school ehihlren 
hav(i often used it as a play and picnic ground. Some 
thirty years ago. the piipils of a well-known school use<l 
to hold fairy nuiscnies and costume j)arties there, and if a 
wayfarer ha<l strayed in, he would have iK'en surprised to 
tind himself in the centre of a fairv rinjr or irvpsv carnival. 
Now qiiiet citizens use it as a pleasant place for a siimmer 
stroll ; and berrvinif parties in the summer, and nuttinpf 
excni-sions in the autiunn, often visit it, and return with 
abundant harvests. C limbing up its steep path by the 
spring, the visitor soon enters AValden woods, and thread- 
ing his way through the straight lines of pine-trees whieh 
compose Tlioreau's oiehard, he can cross the patch which 
was cultivated with six miles of beans bv the Walden 
hermit. Turnincr to the left, he revisits the shore of the 
pond at the romantic point owned by Mr. Hoar, at the 
bar uhicJi cros^t'ri the mou\\v ul 'WwwvvWX^^ V<osx^. ';si^SN:ss^^^ 
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Skirting tin' |*o[id. »liU goiii<; iinviiiil lite sniitli. a walk 
of i, 4|nartt;i- ul a mile liriiigH liilii lu thu fwiiiiiuiiiir-pliicc 
iisea Iiv ilif C"..M.iji<l fimii<.rs fur iwo Imudjvcl y<-ais. At 
xVk top of III.- I>lil U^liithl iliis beiicli w;i.s tlie liiU ui'i-ii|.it'>l 
by Bmter, imi i.w ivrwn wliiili jire llii- itUhiw wliicli mark 
the iiomes nf tlic other wfttleis win) wei-u also nieiitiuiied 
in the last clmjjter uf Tlmreaii's '•Wiildeii." 

From this lieatli, the pifiiic grmmils belonging to llie 
Fitchbui-g RiiilroLid can I« distinctly seen, with their swings 
bath ing-1 tons c-s, iind paviltuns for dancing, as well aa the 
larger ones intended for the use of the mnny public speiikei's 
who nddre:i.s large gatherings uf people every sninnier un 
the topics r:f the diiy. 

Thousands of [H-ople .ire attracted to Waldeii Pond bj- 
thf athl^ilo games niiit other contests of skill, and many 
liiy tlillr<?hes fjriug [(leir ihildreii uf ull ages to eiijiiv h 
quiet Aa\ among its sylvan snlitiides. Long before the rail- 
road came to break its stillness, ibe woods around Walden 
were used as a rallying point for the very earliest anti- 
slaveiy agitatoi-s. The P'itchbiii'g Itailroad reached it in 
1844, and many Irish laborei-s wei-e employed in digging 
througli the enormous sand-hills which guarded the pond, 
as its situation is far higher than the level of Concord 
village. 

In the words of Thoreau, nature soon adopts tlie railroad ; 
and in liii famous chapter on Sounds, he shows how much 
poem- :tn unroiuantic milroai^ caw \\\?.v"ft. 'SVa.w-; q? t.b.e 
o/</ iiihabitants jeo-retted the hw.vsvou \>\ \a'^™^'*'*'^ ****- ^^'^ 
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quiet nooks where the philosophers and j)oets walked un- 
molested, and a rustic biutl luis sung: 

•• () Waklen Pond I thv classic shore 
Where Thoreau wrote and dreamed of vore: 
Where once the wild goose wandered free. 
The tame one's haunt has come to l>e: 
A dance-house and attendant pum)>s 
Has stirred up all those ancient stumps; 
And loud reformers* noLsy shout 
'i^he woodchucks from their holes bore out. 
Hut this is seltUh. when we think 
How manv thirstv mortals drink 
From husv cities* crowded slum. 
How manv wearv wanderers come 
To bathe in Walden ! and delight 
In God's pure air and welcome light. 
We bid \uu welcome to these scenes. 
Thrice welcome to your feast of greens I " 

In these lines reference is probably made to the j>oor chil- 
dren's free excui-sious which formerly made use of these 
ori'ounds, coming in large numbers from Boston, under the 
patroiiasre of many philanthropic ladies and gentlemen; but 
foi' some years they have occupied groves nearer to the 
citv. 

In his j)irture of Walden the artist has shown some of 
the buiUlincrs intended for the amusement of oruests, and he 
has given an idea in the upper corner of the form of 
Thoreau s hut, suirirested bv a ^\l^\jc\v c\\ \\\^ \\\ft "^v^'^ "^^ 
Alcutt, Tourists from the scYvooV^ *i^xvdi vi^^%^^ s^Vv^xv mv>.x> 
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in barjres bv tlie coiintrv road to Thoreairs Cove, near to 
which tht- second road after ascending the hill brings them. 

lA*avinjx their carriages under tlie tall pines Upside this little 
road, they <an follow well-worn (aths down to the waterside, 
past the cairn of stones which stands near the former site 
of Thorean's hut, a description of which as it existed until 
1847. and his manner of life therein, will l)e found in the article 
ufK^n Thoreau. 

Its close connection with Emerson, Thoreau, and the many 
noted men whom they drew to its picturesque shore, rendeis 
Wahlen Pond one of the most note<l sheets of water in 
America. 




Visitors Memorial. The si^e )i/:t^oreaus Hut at Lake Walden. 



CHAPTEU XII. 

THK IlIVKi: ANI> SlTUKorNDINCJS. 

Concord River beofins at Ivjf*'' Rock, where it is formed bv 
tlie junutioii of the Sudbury and Assabet : the former risiiicr in 
Hopkintoii and \Vestl)orough, and the hitter in fii-afton. It 
varies in (U;pth from two to fifteen feet, and from one hnnth-ed 
to three liundred feet in width. In ohlen time its waters 
abounded in shad and salmon, wliicli were so })lentiful tliat it is 
stated in the records of the ccdony that "no apprentice can be 
compelled to eat salmon more than five days in the week: '* but 
now only miserable little perch, pout, and breams reward the 
constant anglers who frequent the banks. Skilful fisiierrnen 
can secure pickerel of from hfilf a pound to four pounds in 
weight, and the black bass, with which the bay was stocked, 
occasionally surprise them. 



As tlie rivera bei'oiiie liicli yenr llie iii^liwtivs of tourists wlio 
come t'liim ilie CliiiriiM lEiver mi tlieii- way to tlic Memiiiuo at 
I.'>wl-11. a fiiil iii'diiiiii 111' till' iiimiy iihji.'cb« of iriti;i'cst iiloiig llie 
Uirik*. lis well iis ;i ilfairij.tiiiii of tlie stifums. will be nf U&v to 
lliem. its wtll its to the visitoiTt wlio loiiie from iiiaiiy iKirts of 
the United St.itfs aii<l Kurojw u> enjoy a quiet day in roiitttin- 
pUtirig its litentiy uiid liistoric iiitei-eNt«. We will Wgiii with 
the Sudbury Hiver and Mine Hill, which ia one of its C'oiironl 
ouii«isls, ami L'lirne down stream until we jmuw out of the 
boundaries of Cmicml. wliicli is all that tlie sfO|ie of tliis l«u>k 
allows. >liiie Hill. »cM^alle<t on atT-oiint of lli.- remains <•[ ii 
mi[ie wliii-li HiL- ljfi.'ini loaiiv veal's ajpi in seaiH'h of ciipiiei- ore, 
wu.rji;»iil- -.x i.e;iiiiiful vi.-w of tilt litlls of .SudbuiT innl Kva- 
niinirliani as far as Nuliscut, the scene of the gicat andaistinle in 
which crafty Kiiiir I'hiliiJ deslniyed wo many of bis encinies. 
A [ileasatit intlairi- stands inaler ibe lofty pines which ci-own 
thr >iiiiiniii iif Mir..- Hill, wliicli Mr. George Wright lets every 
suiuiiifi 111 i-iiy iK-uoli- who enjoy perfect i-etirement : tlie best 
of Miiiiiiier [irodui-f is furnished Ijy the great faiun of Mr. 
\\'riiflit. whii-h extends for miles down river, luul enibnices all 
it:* left banl; from i.ee's liridge to Coniuiluni. Fruitful vine- 
yards of the Uoncord and other gnifies. and cullivRled tieUK 
till the valley between the i-ocky eminences above mentioned. 

fllidiiig down the Jiiirrow river for a mile, it suddenly 
bnaadens into Fairhaven Bay, which covera an area of over 
seventy acres. 

TAe f/cpth of this clear Ijay ai\A \U tYBftdoui from incks 
rf/jderv it the btst place for tUe races ^wi ift-ga-xx^ o\ W't 



Concord (Jjiiioe Clul), Avliicli are held once or twice a vcar, 
for the Jiiniiseineiit ot crowds of |)eoi)le wlio immuc to enjoy 
the s|»cclach\ and llie [>i(5nic wliich precMMlcs ii. 

A I the riirhl on enterin<jf llie hay is MoiuiL Miscrv, so- 
caUed from a K'l'end of some h>st cattle who had straved 
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away when yoked t(»gether, and were prisoned hy a tree. 
Skirtinjr the ricjht shore of Fairliaven liav is Maker Farm, 
immortidized hy Kmei'son's poem of that name, and by the 
pens of many minor poets. Its character Jias l)een clianged 
by the Hne mansi(»n owned by Cliailes Francis Adams, Esq., 
which, witli its boathouse and other accessories, makes a 
strong (;ontrast to tlie mined farmhouse wliich occupied the 
place in formei' years. Camp Comfort, the siunmer home of 
Watertown families, stands ujmn a small bhiff, and Mr. 
Staples's pleasant cottage com[»letes the right shore of the 
bay. C^onjvntiim cliffs, and the pleasant picnic ground in 
front, lx)iuul tlie opposite side of Fairhaven Hay. This was 
named bv Thoreaii, from an ohl cellar which was once a 
part of the Conant farmhouse. At the foot of the cliffs, 
or rocky ledges, are rude tireplaees for out-of-<loor cooking, 
and a pump has l>een placed near an old spring which is 
often dry. These grounds are in charge of tlie Concord 
Canoe Club, who have built a long wdiarf at the landing, 
and made various other improvements, witli the consent of 
Mr. Wrjorht, who crives the control of the land to the club, 
l^eavincr the bav and driftinor down tlie river, Martha's Point 
is on the h»ft bank one-half mile below. This fine 2)rom()ntory 
11715 named for a ladv ol WlviYvxYNj X.AsVvi v\\\\ v\Wnnx^."^xv> ^N>p:>^ 
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iiiiiiiv liii[iji_v (l;u» liitrci luul for y«iii» U was tht mpetinj^iilace 
iif ihe [liciiicken u( Concord, until it wns leiiuod bv srmic gentle- 
men who Ihivc Imill II Tirge linusc iijioii its civsi : imt tlu-y Imvc 
(luiic a ^ikkI (Iee<I in Imxilij^ the oxcelleiil s[iving ivliieli is at 
tlie foot of » maple iie;ir the point, thus preserving and keop- 
iitjj cWan the Iiest drinking-water, U[»on which so many thii-sty 
It-iivelters dejieiid. The next point above is nlso used hy die 
pleiisure :-eekt;rs, who liave hiul to iLbaiiiloii their former haunt, 
iti a small spring fiinii^hes drink when the season permits, and 
preity rock.-j funiiiiii ni^tii; iieals and talik's nnder the shiide of 
the oikks. A sm:ill stune wharf lias been Imilt here, and wind- 
ing paths lead to fine views and rnml nonks. (>pi>osite ia 
Fairhaven Hill, the hannt of Thoi-eaii, whieli fnniished liim in 
summer hurries f->r Ids simple meala, and inspinition foi- his 
vivid deseripliwi^i of all seasons of the year. Ho tise<l to sit 
often on the cliffs, which form the soutli-easteni side of Fair- 
}iaven hill, and eoinmaiid a view of the hay and its stirround- 
ing:i. and also of the Mncoln Htlb. 

For more than a hunth-ed veal's these cliffs have been a 
favorite resort for the nature-lover, and the eiiniax of many 
a Sunday walk or aiitnnnial lioliday trip, as nn Ijetter view can 
1)6 had tif the waving tree-tops and gentle river. 

Winding jKuhs lead in cireuitous ways to the river biink, 
laid out by the cows accoivling to their waiidenng fancy, 
through tangled berry bushes and great clumps of juniper. 
Opposite Fairhaven Hill, a few i-ods farther down stream, may 
be seen the tall pines nnder which the gifted writer Frank 
Bowks passed the night in Ms cauoe loNN^xtV^W'iVs&Os.'sJw.esv 
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he WAS so fond, nnd of n-hich he wi-ote &o charmingly in his 
"Ivaiid of Uie Liiiguiing Suou;" aiul 111 tiibute to thegctiiiis so 

parlv.Mlie.lfmiiilli..wwub 

' liij on li.vfii to the glories 

<if the celestial. 

it \a hoped 

that tills f;iir 




I'enks. The river next 

passes under Henth's 

*" liridge, which is in pliiin 

view, over ^vhich the road 

runs to White Pond, anotAviv t^W^ 

lake \\\ucV V»a <iV Na&-^ \*a«v,N.^'^ 



W.ihI.'i.. .Ii>r..\.'iv.l ).y tl.u rHilroml tvliicli .skii-l.s lU IkiiiU. mi<l 
nil" 1><iii-<- liiis Ih.-1-ii Ixiill vijiciii its liively kIioi'I'. HiiI lliif sifli- 
txn.ii'ii ilir Ni ;irT« Cornel' in still so i-etiieil <is U> fmni ii 

|ii>':l>HIII laillilll;^' Kliil pil'lllu [illLCB for tllOSU wild lii'.Vt' WcU 

flnvcii fr-mi U'iildi-n. Beluw lleatli's Hridge in ilia (iivaniii 
wi dill >>f iNiUiiii'itl (iiriositius, iiinl tliu gruat lily-fields wliicli 
wWii 1\k rivtr fur mik-s with tlitsir H|»otle88 piinty. Miss Treat 
telU a [irctty story nf tlie liliejt, tliat (lacli onmeB U> t!ie surface 
llirff limps t>i Miissnin. and whuu old age would tiiar tlieir spot- 
U's> purity. lii<' Imig stfiiii winds iiji like a spiial spring and 
drags t)i<.-in doivn to die iiiisueii. 'Die studio of I). C. Freiicli, 
I iiilt mi iliu firm id liiii father, formerly Assistant Secretary nf 
t 1^ Tieasur). is a mile from the river at the bend along whicli 
liie fai'iii t-xtetids for many rods on the right hank. Opposite 
lhi< iieii'l is A large kitchen-niiden. originally a shell-lieap ihrown 
np Ky ihe Indians to mark the place of one nf their snleniii 
feasts: excaralionK have I>een made in this bfink by delegates 
fmm various soientifii? societies, without Hiuling many valuable 
relios. This kitohen-miden stood on the ancient Wood farm; 
ihe (>ri<;inal hnnse of the former proprietor stands near. The 
Fitelihnrg Kailroitd ti-nsses the river at this point; and there is 
a fine sjiring furl}' rods above, on the bank of the foiiiier Alid- 
<llesex AgriLiilninil Society's grounds. The old South Bridge 
is a few rods lu'low that of tiie railroad, and i-eseinbles in form 
the identical bridge gmirded hy the British ou the iiiorniiig of 
the fight. The left Uiiik of the liver, between the Soutli and 
Stone Bridget, is full of interest, as two of the old Louses 
ii/mh still stand were searcUccV ^ly V\\vi V.vv'Cv^v *^^\'«.\-s>. b.«->s 
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Jaje[jli Husinct' lived in tlii.' Iiou^ie just iieioss the raih-oad 
track. Ill' ^v'cls itdjiitiiiit ; and U> his skill and vaioi- mui.li 
of the aiiccuss ..f (■<iii,-,.id's ti;,'ht is diif. Ehs wifu, acwudiiig tu 
Sliatluuk's histun. siiid to llio lieutenant, who was Hying to 
force ojien a locktrd door. " You will not disturli the sick I " and 
thus saved {1*0111 conliscatioii a hed tituffed with cannon-balls. 
TliL* house now occnpied l>v Mr. James Garland of the Home 
School was also soarclied for the town clerk, Mr. Wood, who 




then lived thoR'. On the left hank of the river are many 
houses Imilt hy .Mr. Williatu ITtiixl, who, with his brother, lias 
done so much to improve the town ; and near the Stone Bridire 
is Trinity Chapel. tJie new Ei)is(:oi)al Chui-ch. which is rapidly 
gaining in iriterest anil niendieisliip. The home of Mr. F. IS. 
Sanborn stands just below the biiilge. On the left and opposite 
is the ancient farm of Simon Wilhtrd. Esq., one of the fathers 
of the town. Tliis place is marked, liy a. taUV^t. -nw-V vv*. Vt^.-^^- 
diuiiis extend for a iiii\t; ov wove Aow^ 'Oixi VK'i xxs'^'^n "^ ' 



iiuwowne.1 i.y .Mi. \Vm. Wl.L-ilfi. win. luu m.I.I ii>.i.iv lints l.iiilii- 
iiig-iins mwii it. and liml mil U'illiiiil I'lirk iit llif :*iiriiiiiit near 
Uie itseiToii. iIIkI lui-i Itiiill luuity cnMly witlls mill nuiiU. allii- ' 
31011 ii> whJL-li will !«; [iKiiii] ill iiiiuili(;i- jiliu-t'. "I'lii- l»eautifiil I 
promontorv callL'il Kj^g ltfH:k. Ih'i-iuim- it whh tsiid tlieru. is tlit* 1 
most i>icliirps(|ue jiluce in trnvn ; tlie scene cf ilnily |iiL-ni(-s Hlid ' 
i-iim{ittig-]Mirties of nil .sizes :tiitl ngvs, wlm ilcliirlii to jin&s the 
.summer d»ys uimii ilJ* fuuky »e}ii~s. rmmeil Ijv tlie c<nil liieezes 
which often visit it un sulUy days. OjiiinMit' Mi: Wheolei's 
house, on the right Ixink of the river, is the titiidii) of W'liUoii 
KickeLson. Esq.. >it whieli chiiriiiiiig reti-«iU nil Ictvci^i oF litei-;t- 
lure and art Are made uelcume to his genial heurtli. on uliieli 
a bright lire ahviiys ghiivs in cool Heiuher ; liis eiirdiai niaiinei' 
never grons cool, hut he is iiUvnyit retuly to {day a tunc tijmii 
Thrireuu'i) flute, or his •uvn violin or piano; his luediillions und 
Imsis of Thoreau an.l ihf Alctts an^ tnn: to lifi-. on aLOUiit of 
his tikjse intimacy wiifi liieni, and his intaglios of Twihjjht and 
Dawn meet with yteiU favor and ready sales. He also lias 
Thorvaun si.ygla--.-.. and iiiaiiy [liotnits and pajici-.s of the jioet- 
uaturalist. iticturrs of Miss .Mcutt at all age.s. and many lettere 
and poems addiesseil to liini by tho author of ■• Little Women " 
and her family. Like 'I'lioieau, Mr. Hickei.-ion is a lover of 
tlie rivei'. whirh is oio.-'e behind his house, and an authority upon 
its hfttany ami natural history. The river forms the rear 
approach tn Main street, and is the boundary of its line estates. 
Xasbawtutk Bridge, wliicb ei-osses it. was built by the late 
(". M. f/iinl as a jift tn t\ie Uiww. \\\uVW-.\v \s. a. l\alf-acre 
'>n.t!„l irhkli h sjii.l to have yvov\wv«'\\w«'-''^'^'?>*'^-^'^^'^'^"*-'*^^^'=^ 
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talent than any other tnict of the same size in America. Here 
the sagacious Grant found a cabinet minister, while the martyred 
Lincoln went across the street for his. At the next bend, where 
the Boston and Maine Railroad crosses the river on its way to 
the Reformatory, stands the canoe-house of Mr. J. M. Keyes, 
which is full of graceful canoes, in which many citizens of 
Concord and the neighboring towns enjoy delightful excursions 
on the beautiful rivei"s. At the next bend was the calf pasture 
of the Rev. Peter Bulkle}*, according to an ancient deed, and 
at its farther end the river is crossed by the Red Bridge, so 
called because it has been painted brown for yeare. 

Near the bridge, on Lowell street, was the ancient farm of 
Abiam Winthrop, supposed to have been a descendant of the 
governor, who divided the land with Dudley, at a place seven 
miles down the river, marked by a pair of great bowlders which 
still bear the names of the " two brothel's,'* from this fact. 
Under the road is a very old cave roofed over with great stone 
slal>s, which was occupied by tlie pigs of some of the oldest 
inhabitiints* andsevei*al Concord men have since been noted for 
their pens. Tlie next estate on the left bank is River Cottage, 
once owned by Lieut. -(iov. Simon Brown, the well-known agri- 
cultural author and editor, on which, at the top of the hill, is a 
tablet which marks the training-field of the minute-men, where 
they were formed to march down to the battle-field on the 19th 
of April, 1775. Their route of inarch led across Battlelawn, 
the home of Edwin S. Barrett, on which stands a tablet in com- 
memoration of his ancestor's \)art iw t\\^ Vv^VVV^, 

The homQ which Majov 3o\m^>iX\.\\eV\^V\.\.^\r^^^^^^^^^^ 



of lliG riglti slill Htands ii«nr, at tlm coi-iier rtC LilKtty street; 
and 3 biinrt distance in fioiit in tliti Itome uf Wis (lesri.'li(Iiiiit.s, 
vriio keeji iij) tlii-ir amieiit fiirm willi iiM leiiilur iliUH-ust ils lliey 
do the niemuiT of tlicir lieroic iiiiL'i'.stor. Tim i)oiiit guiufd iiy 
the famous stntue uf the Miiuile M:iii was ii pitrt cit this furni 
until 1875. On the right bunk of the i-iver lielow the Red 
Bridge is the fine Nushawtuck Ciiiiiiu-honiie, the property of 
Mr. Kd. Hill, whicli is a centre of relinud liosiii tidily. At the 
next Ijend is the antique oanoe-lioiise owned liy Mr. George B, 
Barileti, where many guesta from many States pause on their 
voyages, or are f«iried acrosi^ from the Minnie Miin, to take a 
h;i3ty cup of coffee liefore embarking from the little wharf, to 
explore the rivers in tiie Sipiiiw Saeheni canoe, or tlie dainty 
Red Wing, immortalized in Bong and story by the numy aiiists 
who have enjoyed lazy hours among it.s comfortable cnsliioiio. 
Noted people from England and America Iiave left their auto- 
graphs or photographs on tlie canoe-honse walls, which legend 
says came from the barn owned by the man at whom the sliot 
was fired which made the bullet-hole which atti-.iets so much 
notice. The same authority says that the minute-men were 
jjosled behind a stone wall. Where could this wall have gone 
to. if not into the massive foundations of the old canoe-house? 
As much history rests on a less firm foundation. At any I'ate, it 
is on historic ground, Ijought by the |Nttriot-pi-eachei- Emereou, 
in 1765. Close by is the great rock from which Daniel Webster 
once delivered an address, and of whicli Hawthorne speaks in 
r/ie "Moi-ses from an Old Manse," vvs iW ^\%jie, Vticm -«V\\.<*. he 
■aibiuk^d ill 'J-ijureaus boat Tn cQuli»s\. ^o ^* ^^^ '^^^-^'^'^ 
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whicli Tlioreau used are tlie beautiful canoes which Walton 
Ricketson designs, that Mr. (leorge Warren manufactures of 
the U'st of niaierial, and that are unecjualled in strength and 
synnnetrv by any craft. Mr. Warren is a pmctical canoist, wlio 
yearly exi^ores tlie rivers of Maine Jind Mjissaehusetts, and 
even ventures upon the ocean, so fully is he impressed with the 
seaworthiness of his canoes. 

THE ASS ABET. 

Before continuing the voyage down river, we will 
follow the custom of summer-day tourists by taking a trip 
up the Assal)et River, the mouth of which is at Egg Rock, 
where it joins with the Sudbury around a grassy island to 
form the Musketaquid, or gmss-grown river, now the classic 
Concord, over whose gentle memory no shrouding grass can 
ever grow, for resting beside its still watei's many a genius 
has dreamed great dreams which will echo forever alor.g the 
sounding shores of time. 

Ascending the Assabet, on the left bank are the old hem- 
locks of which Hawthorne speaks in the " Mosses from an 
Old Manse," and of which every poet, philosopher, and story- 
teller of Concord lias delighted to sing the praise. Before 
the Lowell Railroad destroved manv of these trees, one could 
row in eight minutes from the bridge near the village into 
the grand solitude of the forest: and since tender hands have 
planted willows to mourn over the fallen giants and hide the 
railroad bank, it is beautiful even in desolation. Kol^ •^. v^^kfc 
farther, and the river seems aga\Tv -^w^L^mX^^^ «;^.\;^^cJ^^ ^^^^'^^'^ 
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ed anioug the trees and graceful black willows seem 
when the Indians knew them. This romantic spot 
»posed scene of the following lines, copied from 
F Places/' 






\ 



FLOATING HEARTS. 

One of Indian summer^s most perfect da}'s j 

Is dreamily dying in golden haze. 

Fair Assabet blushes in rosy bliss. 

Reflecting the sunn's yszxm good-night ki»s. 

Through a fleet of leaf-barques, gold and brown. 

From the radiant maples shaken down. 

By the ancient hemlocks, grim and gray, / 

Our boat drifts slowly on its way ; 

Down past Egg Rock and the meadows wide, ( 

^Xeath the old red bridge wc slowly glide. 

Till we see the Minute Man. strong and grand. 

I 

And the moss-grown Manse in the orchard land. , 

** The boat is as full as a boat should l>o. 

Just nobodv in it but vou and me."* 

As brown as the leaves are her beautiful eyes. 

And as graceful her hand on the water lies. 

As she catches the leaves which languid float 

On the lazy current along the boat. i 

Now she asks its name as she tears one apart — / 

'• Fair lady, that is a * floatiny; heart." " j 

Sad wrecks of vears have drifted down 

m 

In the dreamless ocean to sink and drown. 
Since the beautiful eyes saw that lovely night, i 

And haloed the river with visions bright : j 

But the floating heart that was caught that day ( 

U2LS never been able to get away. 
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III order to show that the river-worship is not confined to 
natives of the town, this graphic sketch bv Mi-s. Dehxno 
(foddard is copied here : 

"Concord it.self is like no other town; it seems utterly 
undisturbed by tlie turmoil and agitation of life, utterly free 
from worldly ambition or petty rivalries of any sort. The 
hospitality of its people is boundless, and so is their refined 
kindness ; and the Ixniuiiful village seems the one spot where 
there is abiding ' peace on earth and good will to men.' 
Besides its historic ;ussociations, its monuments, its library, 
and, best of all, its people. Concord has its slow, lovely river, 
of which Thoreau wrote : ' Concord Kiver is remarkable for 
the cfentleness of its current. \ have read that the descent 
of an eight of an iiuli in a mile is suflHcient to produce a flow. 
Our river has, probably, very near the snuillest allowance. The 
story is current, at any rate, though I believe that strict history 
will not bear it out. that the only bridore ever carried away 
on the main branch, within the limits of the town, was driven 
up-stream by the wind. The sluggish artery of the (,\»nco]'d 
meadows steals thus unobserved throujrh the town, without 
a muiiuur or a pulse-beat, its general coui-se from southwest 
to northeast, and its lensfth about fifty miles ; a husfe volume 
of water, ceaselesslv rollincr throucfh the i^lains and valleys 
of the substantial earth, with the nioccasined tread of an 
Indian warrior, making haste from the high places of the 
earth to its ancient reservoir.' 

"The main street (^f the town is parallel with the vlve^^o^vvL 
the c'o/nfortable row ot vAv\ \vo\\9^^^ \\\\\vJ\\ ^^vi'^ "^n-^ 



ganlnis ut tin- Iwik '■Iiijiitij; down tii ilii- unttir. Tlif luiiiiernus 
liUitlilt^ eocli with iu liirlu fluut nf IkkK^, dnrieK, ninoes, 
Mtierries. -n (uli.r jiniiiJI iinlHfjyi-iH, in;il.i' the livi-i- very jiietur- 
«s4ii<'. :ii.,I ii.i.l grL-.iily to tl„r ,'h.inii of ihrnliiiir in ii. The 
niiinting we wcjv llii-iif wu iilluil for lioiii-s im tlic stivam. 
guiili'd by one wlii> knuvvM evuiy iiiili of Uh «imiiiijr«: "o 
]-<)wed acrrws the siiimy reiiohcs. floiitfil 'iiiul luoiil shiilkiws, 
just elu<Iin^ wateMily leaves.' {iuhIiviI under the tiees. ami 
Jitiiik fif the sjinng of living wat^r wliith gnslit's nut there 
in some sylvan Iiiilitig-|iliu:e. uiid let llie IkkiI rent in ihe vei^ 
Mjnit that Hawthonio ilescribeit in his •.MoNses fitnu an Old 
■Manse," nliere -there is a lofty liiuik. nii ihi- sli>]ie of Avhicli 
grow sonic lieniWks. ilt-(;lining iwi-uss \\w sticain with out- 
is ti-eii-lii'il Aims ;is if resnUit*! lo take lln> plunj,'!'.' Only ii few 
are left now: smue. ».« our frienil Kaiil. U'lii i-vetv year closer 
nnd iIoMT to the wattT. and llii' niiiet sliiMin Jajiiwd llie earth 
.-It ti.rir ii.Mt,-. till oiif liy "iie tiiey sih'ntly drnpi^d into the 
fiver ;ii.a rin;u..-.l away. Ollif-rs did not have that peaeefnl 
(Itrrtjii. i/u: i.c/t lot deiin away to /li.ifce iomh for (Jie new 
Riiln^id ntiicli has reijlaeed them by a staring hiuik of yelloiv 
sand. making a long, aggressive scar on the beautiful shore. 
Healing hands of artist and poet have set willows thick in 
the s;ind. and soon the unsightly bank will l>e green and soft, 
tlion^h tlif lienili^cks can never grow again. It might have 
been omt- day on the river that Ilawtliorne wrote about. For 
us, too, ■ the winding course of the stream continually shut 
out the scene l>ehind us and revealed a^ calm and lovely a one 
befoK. He (rlided from depl\\ to t\«vvV, wvi. X^ft^'Cw'^ii. ■qr.'s 
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seclusion at every turn. The shy kingfisher flew from the with- 
ered branch close at hand to another at a distance, uttering 
a shrill cry of anger or alarm. Ducks that liad been floating 
there since the preceding eve were startled at our approacli, and 
skinnned along the grassy river, breaking its dark surface with 
a briglit streak. Tlie turtle, sunning itself upon a rock or at 
the root of a tree, slid suddenly into the water with a plunge.' 
But we saw one congregation of seven turtles on a fallen tree 
out in the river; and they went on sunning themselves and 
never minded us at all, but disappeared in a flash, or rather 
in seven flashes, when a boatload of l)oys paddled up to them 
with a whoop of delight. 

"" Like Hawthorne, we, too, found in July the prophecy of 
autumn. A few tall maples were the color of tlie puiple beech, 
a lare color for maples to take on, and fallen crimson leaves 
flecked the water here and there, and the golden-rods were mar- 
shalled in stately ranks just ready to unfold their superb yellow 
plumes ; and with all the peace and beauty came, too, the 
' half-acknowledfifed melancholy,' the feeling 'that Time has 
now given us all his flowers, and that the next work of his 
never idle fingers must be to steal them one by one away/ 

" Concord is rich in wild-flowers and meadow grasses ; and 
when one sums up its charms of philosophy and litemture, art 
and nature, in addition to some of the most delightful people 
in the world, the story seems a little fabulous: but it is all 
true." 

Like most romantic rivers, the Assabet has its dangers, being 
lull of rocks. Just before Yeac\v\w^ \Xv^ V^xs^^^^'^ -^.X^^^^^"^^^ 



If r.'f-'- ri:\iOKi> i'.Vii'i- Hook. 

ear ilie iiii'Mli- nr ilie strpiuii : »1 thf inixt liorul, niijHwitn WateP- 
lueloii (.'live. I'.iiir l.iijjii moks iiie ht'iir llii' rijjlit Iwiiik, am! Hvi> 
others are ii:i.iei- tliv Illiii'lc Willow, luul l«(i «t tlie left. aiK.Uici 
is bel.iad Ciil.i^ltar. :mi<I l].<> thailliel Ijeliiiul Uiitl's-nest I^hmd 
has two ntlii-rs: fmiii lliis \\ninX it in well tn ki^ep on tiiR left 
side <if tilt! river until the two (inks ni« jiftst, uiii! tlieii to keep 
the niiilille <>( the stre:iin, avuiiliiig ii lar<ro inck just belnu' the 
mouth of Sjx-iiLer Hiook. Passing under the second abut- 
ment of the hridj,'e. ;i ledge ocenpieH the middle of the rivei'. 
after wliith ii is quite navifjnUe until the covered milroad 
bridge two miles distant. aIiovo Jiinf Wow whicli are many 
treacherous shoals within the distance of a few i-ods, Ki-oni 
the liemlncki to IJirilVnest Island two {ji-accfiil curves iimkt? 
line views (vhieli are lonstniitly sketched by nrtists. 'I' wo rods 
atx)ve the railroad culvert a well-ivoni path leadt to a fii)e 
stiriiiL'. Gil.ndtar i:- a lar-e rock in the middle of the river 
oii[io>:te the nstate of Kdw;ird \V. ICniei-son. whose utiidio is 
on the bluff in front of his house, liird's-nest Island, around 
whieh the Assaltei divides, is ;i few ro.ls aUive. and the two 
oaks, the former tiysting-jjlace of Concord until one of the 
trees was cut off in its prime liy liplitninij. The month of 
Spencer llrr.ok Is just below the bridjire un the left, wbicli ia 
often jiiokeu of hv Thoreun and others, for its iilirupt turii:{ 
make its ascent difficult in summer time. The tall grasses 
overhang liotli hioiks so that the canoe seems to lie gliding over 
the meadow. The pond which supplies Spencer Brook runs 
ftFO Terr f>Ji) miJJ.s foi- gjinding cmT\ a«il ?.a\ving Inmbej'. The 
-•ls5.i/jier above llie biiwk \vas Vv^Xv \««.taV% w^^w -C&fe -s^-^v-mA 
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meadows upon the left. At the upper end of the bcank, ne«ar 
the one-arched hridi»'e, several sunnner houses have l)een built. 
Aseendinor the river after niissinof the Ilef(^nnatorv, tlie villaire 
of Concord Junction staniis upon the riglit bank al)ove the 
Fitchburg railroad bridge: on the left, near the handsome Stone 
Bridore, is the extensive liarness factorv of Air. Harvev Wlieeler ; 
and a short distance above, the Old Colonj^ Railroad crosses 
the river. Between this bridge and the Damon factorv at 
Westvale the scenery is very pictui*esque ; great rocks and 
high banks overhung with noble trees make this part of the 
river as beautiful as it is retired. Large villages have grown 
up about the Reformatorv. Concord Junction, and Damon's 
factory, and flourishing seliools and churches occupy good 
buildings. The dam at Mr. Damon's factory puts an end to 
the Concord canoe voyages on the Assabet. 
Going down the Concord River again from the old 

canoe-house. Ijehind whicli the Old Manse stands in the orchard 
which Ifawtliorne wrote of, we pass tlie field which Thoreau 
said wiis full of the traces of Indian camps, and glide under 
the old North Brido^e. now a cause wav of American historv. 

The boathouse on the right was built by the Rev. George 
Simmons, and his son Edward was born in the house which 
stands near. Mr. Edward Simmons has taken hiofh rank as a 
painter, having won prizes in the foreign academies as well 
as in America, especially the largest award for designing the 
decorations for the New York Court House. In the middle of 
the river, opposite the end of the next wall, is a very large rock 
on which manv a canoe vovaore has eud^d. ^SnXx'^S^^ ^^^fe^^*<S.^x^ 



nf a fsmail ri>c)v just ImjIow the Sloiie Hridge, and mintlier iit 
Biirrett's fr/ni. Ixitli dose to tlie left bank, no cocks impede llie 
iiavigHiion f<>r ten mites until th<! iron Utidi^e is i-eaclied. T)ie 
tiist Itill on the liglit beUjw Mr. Sininian»'.s Unitliniise is Honey- 
Nuckl« Island, a f.-ivotite resort of the cliildt'en in tlieir iieai'cti 
for flonei-s ; opposite is Buttrick's Cove, where in imcieut 
times great quantities of shad were taken. 

The Stone Bridge, built by Hiram Blaistiell, is just below. 
tnd the Y tree on the right bank is a landmark to the canoist, 
and alsT) shows the place at which the boys go to swim. From 
tliis tree the mo^t direct cour>>e down river is to run for the 
oak on the left bank, a quarter of a mile below. This tree 
has a literary and melancholy interest : for under it the hat and 
shawl of the young lady were found by Hawthorne and Curtis, 
when tbey were .searching the river in Thoreau's boat, to dis- 
cover the body of tlie unfortunate girl. This scene made such 
a deep impression on the mind of the morbid genius that he 
gave a most vivid description of the sad details in the " Blithe- 
dale Rfiiuani'e." Mr. G. \V. Curtis lived for two veal's in the 
house ill plain .■?ight on the liill above the oak-tree. He came 
to Concord when about twenty yeara of age. and worked hai-d 
on the farm at all sorts of labor. He often drove loads of hay 
across the river at the ford just below, and guided t\\K patient 
oxen with the same irresistible skill with which lie used 
afterward to lead his eager thousands of enraptured audi- 
ences. He delivered the address when the Minute Man was 
unveiled in 1875: and another Brook-Farm boy. Gen. F. C. 
Barlow, led the grand array oi \\\tuft¥.aea vti 'Swe t:R.Y««ssi\vi^ 
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including liis old leador, (Jen. (J mm, and nearly every noted 
man in iliu Stales. When Bif>ok Kami changed its first plan, 
many scholai-s came 10 seek C'onctml mlture, an<l Cien. Barlow 
spent his lK»yliood in that ecceniricr village. Knlisting as a 
private he rapidly n»se to l)e one of the youngest major-generals 
in the array. Miss Marianne Ripley built the house on the hill 
in pLiin sight of the old oak-tree, and Minot Pmtt bought the 
large farm near. 

Mr. Pratt wiis a scientific botanist and nature lover, and 
has filled the river and by-pkces (»f the town with rare 
plants and shrubs, most of which can be found near this 
si)ot. The yellow iris, the trappa natans. or edible water- 
chestnut, the Marsilea quadrifolia, the only \\'ater-fern, keep 
his gentle memory green from earliest springtime till au- 
tunnrs radiant banner fades. Among the other native water- 
plants are the pondeteria, arrow-head, the small nuphar, the 
potomjigeton, the water-crowfoot, and the purple pink, yellow 
and driftinsT utricularia, and the limnanthemum or fioatinir- 
heart descrilxjd in verse al)ove. The boathoase of the Rev. 
Charles Hutchins is at liarrett's ford just below, which forms 
a part of his extensive farm which comprises a large part 
of Punkatasset Hill. This fine estate is now kept up to 
the highest standard of cultivation, under the supervision 
of this noted clersfvman and musical author. This farm was 
the former home of Capt. Nathan Harrett, who did such 
gallant service at Concord Fight, and in tiie Hunt house in 
the adjoining lot, the minute-meu wev^ U\\\\vs»W^k^^^^^vVs«t5^^?itw- 
fast before gnin^ down to t\\e ^VvOi^vi. ^c^\K\ ^v^ \^>^xx\. ^xv^ 
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ILiiTetl famiB lie .-ilung ilw river mi tlit; !efi liiink. as ulso 
rio lite tluve fiiiuu tiiigiliatlv owiit.-il ]>y Ww Hlittiiirks. Euuli 
fil tde owiieis sen-eJ al tlie Hriilgo Kiglii uiidci' Uie gallant 
major of ihe wime family, Ou llie Imvev farm staiitis Diikiji's 
Hill, llie favorite [jiciiiu resort uf the Coiiconi caiioist, 
Kmni tlii? Iiill lan Im liiid an extensive view i)f the great 
meadow;:, niiicli extend for miles along tlie riglit side of the 
river, aud uf the famous water- ma] ties wliich Wnd alxive it. 
Nest to DakinV Hill, on the left bank, the hills and woods 
owned h_v I'ii)f. William Brewster of fandaidge affurd a 
safe asylum for the birds which he loves, and of whose habits 
he is tlie best authority in America. At RiUl Hill, in tlie 
cenier of his doin.iin, Mr. Brewster spends much of bis time 
in a picturesque hut built into the Uiiik near the river. In 
his [iresprves, every plant which will grow tltei-e finds a home. 
BiiU Hill is laid out with paths, aud vistjts have beeji cut 
wiiioli command line views of the river, from the famous 
horseshoe beml down to the boundaries of Itedfonl and 
Carlisle. After i>iLSsing Hall Hill the small house can be 
seen at the left, from which Benjamin Ball is said to have 
departed for the battle of Hunker Hill, where he lost his 
life. The river curves abtnii Holdeii Hill, idso the pi-opeity 
of Mr. Hrewsier, and then runs iu sv straight course beyond 
the limits of the town. Near the river Ijank the proprietor 
hiis place<l signs i-equesting visitors not to build fires or use 
tire-aruLs. aud the birds auil animals giither there in large 
nnmhers, as to a place ot safety. 
To e-f;i/)//slj tiie fact that I'oncovA ^^■as 'Cat ^\4,^\.<i v 
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the carnival of boats, wliii'li lias l>ec-ome so niiivei-sal that it 
has been abandoned here in favor of newer ideas, this earlv 
account is copied from a magazine of fifteen years since. 

C A UN IV Ah OF THK BOATS. 

'* At the appointed time the bridges and banks were covered 
with anxious spectators, as the boats promptly assembled and 
took their appointed places in the line. On they came, down 
the open Sudbury, and from beneath the leafy arches of the 
Assal)et, where tlie great hemlocks reach over to see their 
reflections in the black water. 

'* Mr. J. L. Gilmore had been selected as marshal : and meet- 
incr his aids in their liefht wherries, or birch canoes, he led 
off the glittering train pronjptly and without confusion. The 
new moon wjis fortunatelv oliseured bv a heavv cloud, and 
dense black iiess htmg over the river until the j)rocessi(»n drew 
near, when sky and water were lighted up with ten thousand 
rainlK)ws. ^hlnv of the laro^e b(^ats carried lanterns of red 
and green hung over the bow, close to the water. All had 
high frames from which Chinese lanterns of many hues dangled 
and danced with the motions of the oars. 

*' One ijraceful Whitehall boat was ornamented in trulv 
Japanese style, as a long bamlx)0 rod projected from stem to 
stern huno- with lanterns of criaduated sizes. One blue-and- 
white dorv was adorned with twentv-seven brilliant lanterns, 
and was rowed bv a vouncr ladv, while the owner sat in the 
bow and burned gold fii-e in a large pan. A great black-and- 
yellow dory bore a huge tni\\SYvA.vvi\\<^\ \^\N\vi<>vt\\\\\v^ 'vNx'^ ^^ 
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bndge and tlie I.iberty Bell, wliili: a iK-iil Ukii frnni llie 
HiiiliHiii liRil a grL-ftt uiystal ishiett] witlj ai>i>i'i)|iriHtu iluvice. 
Tlic cednr wli.rry, tlie piidu of the rivof, wiis iis giivi'i-fiil as 
evtr ill iis iidMniiiieiil ; and llie bonis fniin the North Bridge 
were perfeclly gorgeous with lanterns of gelatine and jjaper. 
Roman candies, and brilliant tirea of many hues. The pUce 
of honor in front was. however, allotted to a. low wliite boat, 
liavin^ a handsome boy in costume at the bow. and a lovely 
hlonde from the South at the Iielin, with tri-coloi-ed gelatine 
lanterns surrounding her fair head. 

-ITius led, they glide solemnly under the dark bridge and 
turn around a sharp Ijend till they see in surprise the bridge 
Ijetween the two monuments appear in lines of colorMl light, 
as its gniceful outlines have been closely det-oi-ated by lanterns 
of many kinds: and as the marshars iMiat passes under it. 
;i volley of rockets sg-ring up from Honeysuekie Island, anil 
Jirvivoj-ks ,.f vajied tinds follow nntU the long array of boats 
has countermarched through the new Htone Uridge, and as- 
sembled in a glittering ciowd Wlow the ^linate Man. which 
stands out from the darkness in its wondix>ns sti-ength and 
grace. Iiy the fitful gtai-e of the changing light. 

- The si>ectat«ni who crowd the high banks on each side 
pronounce the spectacle unsurpassed by anything they have 
seen, as at a little distance the boats are oidy distinguished 
by the outlines of light, and the reflections above and below 
seem to blend togetlier in rainbows." 
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